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" The voice said. Cry. And he said, What shall 
I cry?— All flesh is grass, and all the goodhness 
thereof is as the flower of the field. The grass 
withereth ; the flower fadeth, because the Spirit of 
the Lord bloweth upon it : but the word of our 
God shall stand for ever/' Isaiah xl. 6 — 8. 

" With peaceful mind^ thy path of duty run ; 
God nothing does, nor suffers to be done, 
But what thou wouldst thyself, couldst thou but see 
Through all events of things as well as he/' 
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PREFACE 

TO THE 

SECOND EDITION. 



I AM unwilling to send forth the Second 
Edition of my Tribute of Parental AflPection 
to the Memory of my beloved Daughter, 
without expressing my grateful acknow- 
ledgments for the many testimonies I have 
received of the interest it has excited^and the 
hopes that are entertained of its becoming * 
useful. Should these anticipations be re- 
alized, I shall see at least one sufficient 
reason for the affecting circumst&nces of 
my Daughter's death, and her premature 
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removal from her afflicted friends. If God 
be glorified, and our fellow-creatures bene- 
fited, whether it be by life, or by death, 
we have cause to rejoice : and though the 
heart still bleeds at every recollection of 
this most amiable and excellent daughter, 
yet we shall consider it as a high privilege 
to have trained a child, on whom God has 
conferred the peculiar honour of educing 
from her death more abundant fruit, than 
could have been reasonably expected from 
a protracted life. 

I had some doubts, when I sent th 
former edition to the press, whether I had 
not suffered the feelings of the parent too 
much to blend with the narrative of the 
daughter ; and I have, perhaps, lain myself 
open to observation for the minute detail of 
circumstances, which naturally arose from 
this fulness of heart. But I found it almost 



Digitized by Google 



1 



THE SECOND EDITION. VU 

impossible to forego this indulgence of feel* 
ing ; and I gained some mitigation of sor- 
row by giving it vent. Nor am I without 
hope that some advantage even to my 
readers may result from it. If» as I be- 
lieve, the Narrative will not be read by 
any without interest ; and if the lessons it 
is calculated to teach be of prime import- 
ance, it may be reasonably hoped that the 
emotions of the heart may come in aid of 
the conviction of the mind, and produce a 
more permanent effect than could be ex- 
pected from the mere deductions of reason. 
If it were as easy to make Christians, as it 
is to convince men that they ought to be 
such, very few, in this day of light and 
activity, would continue strangers to the 
power of religion ; but, alas ! the passions 
are too powerful for the understanding; 
and unless we can bring the affections to 
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co-operate with the mind^ it will be still 

aid. 

Video melioraproboque; 
Deteriorasequor; 

or, in the language of the apostle, we shall 
complain, " when I would do good, evil is 
present with me." Should this Memoir, 
as I trust it will, put the feeUngs in motion, 
my earnest prayer is, that the Holy Spirit 
may give them a right direction. 

To the former edition a few other par- 
ticulars have been added ; and the whole 
is presented in a somewhat improved form 
of type and letter- press. 

CHOBHAM-HOUSE, 

Dec. 29, 1823. 
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PREFACE 

TO THE 

FOURTH EDITION. 



It has pleased Divine Providence, in his 
inscrutable wisdom, again to visit u^ with a 
sore domestic calamity. Little more than 
sixteen months have elapsed, since our only 
and beloved daughter was cut oflP in the 
midst of her days, and the hopes of her 
parents. The tears had not ceased to flow 
for the loss of this amiable and pious 
daughter, when my eldest son, also, was 
summoned to appear in the presence of 
God, and to join, in a better world, the 
society of his sister, who had long been his 
beloved companion and confidential friend. 
"They were lovely and pleasant in their 
lives, and they are not divided in their 
death.'' But how deeply this stroke has 
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entered into our soul, I will not attempt to 
describe. I am thankful, however, to re- 
cord the goodness of God in preserving us 
from entertaining " hard thoughts'* of his 
dispensations. We " lay our hand upon 
our mouth," and " keep silence before him." 
It is enough, O Lord, that "it is My doing." 
May we bow in humble submission to thy 
will ; stnd steadfastly believe that though 
'' clouds and darkness are round about 
thee, yet righteousness and judgment are 
the habitation of thy throne!" 

I am fully aware that it requires an apo- 
logy for a second time obtruding my do- 
mestic affliction on the attention of the 
public; and I should have refrained from 
doing so, had it not appeared to me that 
some of the readers of my "Tribute of 
Affection to the Memory of my Daughter," 
might receive both instruction and encou- 
ragement from a short account of the last 
hours of my son. Many would rise from 
the perusal of the affecting scene through 
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which my daughter passed, when death 
first presented himself before her, with 
strong emotions : and notwithstanding what 
I had written to prepare the mind for it, 
and the peaceful conclusion of the event, 
might still wonder that a character like her 
should have undergone such alarm; and 
might thus feel apprehensive that religion 
itself is no security against the terrors of 
death* I think, indeed, that the circum- 
stances of the case, when properly weighed, 
would by no means authorize such a con- 
clusion; and that the reasons I there stated 
would account for the whole, without in the 
least invalidating the power of christian 
principles to sustain the mind in the se-- 
verest conflicts. However, facts strike us 
more forcibly than reasons ; and as my son 
passed through the whole of "the valley of 
the shadow of death, without fearing any 
evil/' I am desirous of placing, in connexion 
with my dear daughter's last hours, those 
of her beloved brother: and I trust, when 
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both are taken together, they will form a 
body of evidence in favour of the excellence 
of religion, and the unspeakable comfort of 
possessing a firm confidence in the atoning 
sacrifice, which can scarcely fail to convince 
my readers of the infinite advantage which 
a christian enjoys over the rest of the world ; 
and will show that even the young may ac- 
quire that maturity of experience, and "full 
assurance of hope,'* which will fortify their » 
minds against the fear of death, and make 
them willing to rehnquish, in the prospect 
of " a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory," all that had taken the firmest hold 
of their afiections, and bound them, with 
•the strongest cords, to earthly enjoyments. 
I will only add, that seldom were two 
persons of more congenial dispositions, 
habits, and tempers, than my two departed 
children. They had been brought up under 
the same discipline, had imbibed the same 
instruction, and they brought forth similar 
'* fruits of righteousness." They were both 
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active, in their different spheres, in pro- 
moting the cause of religion; they both 
"went about doing good," visiting the 
cottages of the poor, communicating re- 
ligious instruction to the ignorant, and 
especially delighting in instilling christian 
principles into the minds of children. A 
remarkable C9incidence, also, will be ob- 
served in several of the circumstances of 
their death ; and their transition from this 
world to that of glory was alik€ calm and 
peaceful. They were both " trees of 
righteousness, the planting of the Lord;" 
and they are now bearing *^ fruit unto 
eternal life," in a more kindred soil, and 
•happier clime. 
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Several motives induce me to draw uf> 
a short memoir of my deceased daughter. 
The first is, an unwillingness that her much 
loved image, now fresh and vivid on my 
mind, should fade away. We are told, as 
a solace of our grief, that time will remove 
the sorrowful impressions which her death 
has occasioned ; and that other events and 
things will take place of those, which now 
almost exclusively occupy our heart and 
affections. This, I dare say, will be the 
case: and it is right that it should; oJther- 
wise theblisiness of life would stand still ; 
and the strength and spirits, wbi6h should 
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be employed in discharging the duties of 
our station, would be exhausted in mourn- 
ful recollections and unavailing regrets. 
But there is an evil on the other hand. 
The affliction is calculated and intended to 
do good ; and the benefit of it may be lost 
by a premature forgetfulness. Bereave- 
ments like these, soften the hearty and fit us 
for sympathy : they unmask a vain v^orld, 
and stamp an infinite value on religion : 
they set us on the pursuit of substantial 
'good/ and quicken our zeal : they detach 
us from the creature, endear the Saviour, 
sweeten the promises, ' and animate our 
graces ; and by placing us on the verge of 
both worlds, exhibit the transcendent im- 
portance of that which is to come, and sti- 
mulate us to a daily preparation for its so- 
ciety and enjoyments. Some of our best 
lessons therefore are taught us in this 
school ; and it is wise rather to seek pro- 
ficiency in it/than to be in haste to get out 
of it. Now, in this case, it fortunately hap- 
pens, that our wishes coincide with our ih^ 
tei*est. We have no ' desire to dry up *oar 
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tears. The tendency is to the opposite 
extreme. The mind lingers on the bdoved 
object which occasions the sorrow^ and re- 
fuses to be torn from it. There seems to 
be a sort of cruelty in the very thought of 
forgetting it, and the whole* tide of feeling 
propels us in one direction. There is 
danger, it is true, lest the mind should be 
80 absorbed in the bereavement as to see 
nothing but unkindness in the hand which 
occasioned it, and to refuse the instruction 
which it is intended to impart : but a 
Christian will be on his guard against this. 
He will resolve what he cannot understand 
into the inscrutable counsels of Him, who 
is as benignant in his purposes, as he is 
wise in the means by which he effects them ; 
and he will never rest till he is persuaded 
that, though " clouds and darkness are 
round about him, yet righteousness and 
judgment are the habitation of his throne." 
And I desire here to record my full and 
entire acquiescence in this afflictive dis* 
pensation of Divine Providence. The trial 
was indeed as unexpected as it is great. It 

b2 
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has "vrounded lis in the most vital part ; 
and at a stroke has cut the principal cord 
which bound us down to earth. Neither 
my dear wife nor myself, at ptesent, see 
how the loss is to be repaired, nor the sad 
vacancy to be supplied : and in the bitter- 
ness of our grief we are sometimes inclined 
to say, '* We will go down to the grave ta 
our daup^hter mourning," as the afflicted 
Patriarch said on the supposed death of 
his beloved Joseph : but this is only in 
the agony of our minds, and the paroxysm 
of sorrow : our general feeling is, I trust, 
of a djifferent nature. We dare not Com- 
plain ; nor have we been suffered to " charge 
God foqlishly." All, we feel persuaded, 
is well, though we do not at present see 
the event in its full and important bear- 
ings ; and we say, I hope from the heart, 
" The Lord hath given, and the Lord hath 
taken away, and blessed be the name of 
the Lord." 

Another of the causes which have in- 
duced me to offer this " Tribute of Aflfec- 
tion to the memory of a beloved and only 
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Daughter'' is, the natural desire we all have 
to perpetuate the memory of those who are 
dear to us. It is to this feeling that we 
nmst chiefly ascribe what antiquity has 
handed down to us that is excellent in poe- 
try, ixk statuary, and in painting. Hence 
have arisen the marble tablets and sump- 
tuous monuments of modem times : and so 
strong and universal is this impulse, that 
even the poor will abridge themselves of 
the necessaries of life to raise a frail me- 
morial, and to inscribe it with the name, 
and to adorn it with the eulogy of those who 
were dear to them : each, in his own way, 
and according to the best of his abiUty, is 
diBsirous of raising a monument to rescue 
from oblivion the memory of those whom 
he loved and esteemed. Let ine not then 
be thought singular if I devote a portion 
of the talent which God has given me, in 
recording the excellent qualities of an only 
daughter. If I possess at all the ability to 
write her memorial, it would seem a want 
of feeling to refuse the slender boon ; and 
though, had the intimation of such an in- 
Digitized by LjOoqic 



6 A TRIBUTB OF 

tention been given her at any period of her 
life, she would have been most reluctant to 
accept the offer : and would have expressed 
her surprise that it could enter the mind of 
her father to speak of qualities in her, which 
she never supposed to exist ; yet this is no 
reason why the memorial of them should 
be withheld ; it rather furnishes one of the 
strongest motives for recording them, for if 
so many excellences were actually possessed 
by an individual, who was unconscious of 
having any of them, we have the most sa- 
tisfactory evidence of her deep humility ; 
and in this, as in all other cases, it is found 
that '* before honour is humility," and 
that "he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted." 

Besides these motives for my under* 
taking, I may add, that so deeply has my 
heart been affected by this dispensation of 
Providence, that I have been hitherto un- 
able to turn my thoughts into any other 
channel. Be where I may, or occupied in 
whatever business, the thought that — my 
daughter is gone ! frequently rushes on my 
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mind with such an overwhelmiag violence, 
as to carry me entirely away ; and it is only 
when I can contemplate the event in its 
different bearings, and trace it to the un- 
erring direction of infinite wisdom and 
goodness, that I am able to obtain any re- 
pose. The subject then being ever upper- 
most in my mind, and being continually 
viewed in the light of God's word, and in 
reference to the future world, it is not sur- 
prising that I have been brought to think 
that some remarks engrafted on my review 
of her life, and the circumstances of her 
death, may be useful to others ; and as I 
happen now to have somiewhat more leisure 
for such an undertaking than I have usually 
enjoyed, I humbly hope that I may indulge 
my inclination, and employ my time with 
some profit to others ; and I have had an 
especial eye in this narration to her sur- 
viving brothers, to her afiectionate friends, 
and to parents and children in. general. 

I am greatly desirous that her beloved 
brothers should always have within reach, 
one of the strongest and purest incentives 
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of their affections : and the benefit of an 
example^ which cannot fail to interest thena, 
from tlieir love of the original. Often hare 
their parents enjoyed &n intense pleasure 
in observing the harmony and blending of 
heart and interest of their children. It 
promised a harvest of the choicest bless- 
ings : it seemed to secure each from any 
substantial deviation from the pathsof piety^ 
seeing that none of them could do so, with- 
out rending the hearts of others, who were 
equally dear with themselves. A sister 
can, in no circumstances, be an object of 
indifference ; but an only sister, and one oS 
the age, the attainments, the moral and 
Christian quaUties, and the sweetness of 
disposition of my beloved daughter, must 
necessarily exercise over the minds of her 
younger brothers a powerful and assimi- 
lating influence. The cord however which 
united them is now cut asunder. They 
cease to walk together as the children of 
the same happy family. The centre which, * 
perhaps, most powerfully attracted them 
to home is removed ; the bosom, to which 
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th^y confided their hopes and desires, no 
longer responds to their joys or their fears ; 
the voice, which so often cheered them in 
their little difficulties, is silent in death ; 
and the eye, which glistened with delight 
ii4iea their prospects brightened, is closed 
for eTer. Their loss is indeed great ; and 
it is my wish to diminish it as far as I can, 
by supplying them with a faithful Ukeness 
of one whom they so tenderly loved and 
justly admired. 

But my beloved daughter had a choice 
selection of friends^ with whom she kept up 
a constant intercourse by visits or by letters. 
These loved and admired her while living ; 
and sorrowed, with no slight emotions, at 
her death. For these amiable characters, 
I feel the most affectionate regard ; and I 
trust they will consider it as a proof of my 
esteem, that I have had them in view in 
narrating the affecting circumstances of the 
hst four or five days of my dear Hannah's 
life. I ton fully aware that the recital will 
pea% affect their susceptible minds : and 
some may think that a veil should have 
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been drawn over the most agonizing par^ 
of the scene. I cannot, however, persuade, 
myself to do this ; for though it would 
have been more consonant with a parent's 
wishes to have witnessed nothingbut peace 
in her last hours, and triumph in the mor- 
tal conflict, and to have seen her " return 
and come to Zion with songs, and ever- 
lasting joy;" yet as I could not choose the 
circumstances of her death, I feel it a duty 
to record what actually took place, and to . 
submit the facts of the case to serious re- 
flection : nor am I sure that the example 
of the humble believer, clinging to the cross 
of Christ as her last and only support, at- 
tended with much fear lest she should be 
rejected, is not as instructive, as that of the 
Christian entering into the harbour in full 
sail. The individual is as safe in one case 
as the other; and, all things considered, I 
am inclined to think that the former is that 
which may more naturally be expected in 
a young Christian, and which does, in point 
of fact, more frequently occur. If however 
this narration should awaken in my young 
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friends a more anxious solicitude about the 
most momentous concerns, and put them 
in the posture of expectation to meet " the 
king of terrors ;" if it should lead them to a 
closer examination of their principles, tem*- 
per, and conduct ; if it should bring them 
to a more intimate and familiar acquaint- 
ance with the blessed Saviour, and the 
'* precious promises" of the gospel, and 
cause them to take a nearer view of the 
world to come,and thus weaken their attach- 
ment t<^ earthly objects, and increase their 
desires after holiness, as the only means 
of obtaining happiness ; they may hope to 
enter into " the valley of the shadow of 
death" with less alarm than my beloved 
daughter did ; and to contemplate the scene 
before them with more serenity and com- 
posure. 

I am induced also to hope that the sub- 
ject I have in hand may suggest some useful 
reflections to parents in general. None of 
these will read this narrative without in- 
terest. They will each imagine themselves 
placed in similarcircumstances with myself. 
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12 A TRIBUTE OF. 

and will be desirous of haying similar con«- 
solations, should they have to undergo the 
same trial. The brief observations I shall 
make on the bringing up of my daughter 
may^ I humbly trust, furnish some direction 
to those who have had less experience than 
myself in theeducationof youth; and I shall 
reap no small reward from this '* Tribute 
of Affection to the Memory of a beloved 
and only Daughter," if a single parent be 
assisted in '^ bringing up his child in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord." Keep- 
ing these important objects ever before me, 
I will betake myself to the mournful, yet 
pleasing task of reviewing the life and last 
hours of my dear child ; and I earnestly 
pray that my heart may be influenced, 
and my pen guided by Him, who has 
visited me with this affliction, not only for 
my own benefit, but to promote his own 
glory, and the good of others. 



As it forms no part of my plan to detail 
theminute particulars of my beloved daugh- 
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ter's life, I shall pass over many of her 
years with but few observations, and fix 
only on the more important stages of her 
short journey. 

It is unnecessary to say, that the birth 
of this our first child, which took place at 
Long Sutton, in the county of Lincoln, on 
the 4th of April, 1800, ^as to her parents 
an interesting event. And as it was our 
earnest desire to bring her up in the fear 
of God, as the only way to make her happy 
in herself, and a comfort to us, we deter- 
mined to spare no pains in her education, 
and to commence our work at the earUest 
opportunity. It appeared to us preposter- 
ous to suffer the sinful tendencies of nature 
to gain strength, and grow into habits, under 
the notion that, when the mind has acquired 
maturity, it will assert its dominion over 
the passions, and reduce every thing into 
its proper place and order. We knew that 
reflection and reason come late into exer- 
cise ; that they are slow in their progress ; 
act only at intervals ; are feeble in opera- 
tion, and uncertain in result : whilst, on 
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the contrary, passion is coeval with our 
existence ; is incessant in action ; rapid in 
decision; and impatient of control. We 
were aware also, that if we neglected to 
sow wheat upon the fresh soil, the enemy 
would not be equally remiss in scattering 
tares; we were determined therefore, if 
possible, to pre-occupy the ground by the 
best seed. Nor were our early efforts dis- 
appointed. We had the satisfaction of see- 
ing our beloved child growing up under 
the best promise, and every year affording 
us abundant reason to believe that our la- 
bour was not spent in vain. The only 
time, as far as I can recollect, when I had 
occasion to use any thing like severity, was 
when she was in her second year ; and I 
record the circumstances of it, as exempli- 
fying my views of an important preliminary 
step in the training of children. We had a 
family party. Her grandfather and grand- 
mother, her uncles and aunt, were dining 
with us ; and our little Hannah was per- 
mitted to be seated at the table. On some- 
thing being presented to her by one of her 
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relatives, she was desired to say '* Thank 
you/'— a sentence which she had but recent- 
ly learned to pronounce ; but upon this oc- 
casion, she was too eager to enjoy the kind- 
ness, to acknowledge the obligation to the 
hand from which she received it. I re- 
peated the injunction, but without the de- 
sired effect. The affair then assumed an- 
other aspect,^ and an important principle 
was in agitation. Excuses were offered by 
her fond relatives, and the tears of the 
child appealed to my feelings ; but I con- 
sidered that a compromise in this case in- 
volved future consequences, and that the 
point between us must sooner or later be 
decided. I knew that the victory of the 
child would lead to fresh attempts upon 
her yielding parents; and thus I should 
hereafter, with a much greater expense of 
feeling; and to a greater disadvantage, have 
to renew the contest. I therefore took the 
child into another room, and desired her 
to say " Thank you," which she did im- 
mediately. I supposed from this that the 
conquest was complete; but to ray sur- 
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prise, on returiiing to the dining-room, she 
had lost the power of uttering this short 
sentence. I had again to retire with her, 
and administer a slight correction for the dis- 
obedience ; and again, when alone with me, 
she repeated the difficult words ; but being 
a second time placed at the4able, the task 
became insuperable, and she said, " I tan't 
say so." Her relatives too, whose feelings 
overcame, on this occasion, their good sense, 
joined in thinking the child could not re- 
peat the words ; and some of them united 
their tears with the child's in urging me to 
proceed no further. The duty now became 
difficult. The yearnings of my own heart, 
the entreaties of those around me, and the 
sobs of the sweet child, were all on one 
side ; and only a sense of duty on the other. 
I stifled, however, my feelings, and again 
retired. I had no doubt of the ability of 
the child to pronounce the words, because 
she had done so every time of my with- 
drawing with her,- and I was determined to 
go through with my task. After four or 
five attempts, I at length succeeded, and 
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with a throbbing heart and flowing tears, 

the little creature sobbed out, " Tank 

you." Every thing now was properly 
settled. The victory was on the side of the 
parent, who knew how to make a suitable 
use of it, instead of the daughter, who 
would have abused it : the tears were soon 
dried up : our friends were satisfied that alt 
was right : and the dear child never made 
another attempt with papa for the mastery. 
I dwell on this little incident with some 
{oinuteness, because it was pregnant with 
important results. It was a contest for go- 
verning principles : it decided at once that 
the will of the child must submit to that of 
the parent ; and that it is in vain to expect 
happiness in the way of resistance to proper 
authority. It is true the child did not 
reason in this way ; but she well under- 
stood the practical lesson ; and she never 
after brought her will to the hazard of a 
contest with that of her papa. Parents 
little think to what extent they multiply 
difficulties in the way of educating their 
children, when they yield to the first at- 
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tempts to gain the aaeendency . Under tbe 

notion that a more fayourable opportunity 

may occur of bringing the affair to an isame^ 

they give way for the present : but in s^ 

doing, they have tenfold augmented theic 

labour, for the business can never after* 

wards be settled at a single contest. The 

child will long retain the recollection that 

he has at least once obtained victory, and 

may do it again^ if he only persevere ; and 

thusy in a much longer time, and at a tat 

greater expense of feeling on both sides, 

that is at length effected (if indeed it ever 

be effected — for the parent who has been 

weak enough to yield in the feebler contest, 

is not very likely to become more succesfr- 

ful when the stronger ccjmmences) which 

might have been achieved without any veiy 

great difficulty at the first. Locke relates 

a case, somewhat resembling that which I 

have just stated. He says that a lady of his 

acquaintance whipped her Uttle daughter 

eight times successively before she could 

overcome her stubbornness, and obtain her 

Qpmpliance in a very easy and indifferrat 
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mstter ; and he adds, *' if she had left off 
sooner, and stopped at the seventh whip- 
ping, she had spoiled her child for erer ; 
and by her nnprevailifig blows, only con- 
firmed her refractoriness, very hardly after- 
wards to be enred/' 

It happens, I think, rery favourably 
when the first contest lies between ihtfaiker 
and child. There is generally, in that quar- 
ter, a greater strength of nerve, and, of 
eoorse, more power to withstand the tliou- 
sand little artifices which hurry away ma- 
ternal feelings, and disqualify her for the 
strn^le. Beside, it is better that the im- 
pression of fear riiould be excited towards 
the father than towards her. The fond 
endearments, which naturally result from 
the intimate connexion between the mother 
and the infant, and which are so pecuUarly 
essential to the forming of a gentle, affection- 
ate, and domestic daughter, ought, asmud^ 
as possible, to be cherished; and no such 
restraints as are incompatible with^tbe per- 
fect freedom of the child in her presence, 
sllould beimposed . A prudent mother will 
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know how to take advantage of the first 
tendencies of her child ; and it is of im« 
portance that she should have the best 
opportunitiefif of perceiving them; v^hich 
she could not possess, if^ (tou\ motives of 
fear, her child should be generally under 
restraint. Nor is this the principal evil 
which would arise from an undue awe and 
reverence towards the mother. It would 
engender a timid and servile disposition ; 
or else» an habitual effort to conceal what 
is passing in the mind ; and thus lead 
to deceit and hypocrisy, and the destruc- 
tion of mutual confidence and affection; 
Whilst, on the other hand, if the neces- 
sarily greater distance between the father 
and the child, arising either from his having 
no concern with the little affairs which 
bring the mother and child into close con- 
tact, and produce reciprocal endearments ; 
or from the fewer opportunities of inter- 
course, or from the less pHancy of his na- 
ture, should occasion somewhat of excess in 
reverence towards him, no great harm is 
likely to ensue. The former will afford 
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abundant scope for the goings forth of the 
heart of the child^ and the latter will check 
any tendency to an extreme. Thus, while 
the one cherishes the affections, and the 
other curbs the will, and whilst both en- 
deavour to approximate towards each other 
sis nearly as circumstances will admit, till 
their separate influence is so united and 
blended as to render the limit between them 
imperceptible, they will form the temper of 
their child as remote from a timid reserve 
and attful duplicity on the one hand, as 
from stubborn self-will and ungovernable 
passion on the other. 

It would be an agreeable task to go back 
to a variety of little incidents, to which the 
early part of our beloved child's life gave 
rise ! and consistently with my intention gf 
offering an Affectionate Tribute to the me- 
mory of a Daughter so dear, I might per- 
haps be permitted to indulge these fond 
recollections ; but I am not aware that they 
would lead to any very profitable results, 
and therefore I think it better to forego 
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them; 'and briefly to state, that, under the 
blessing of Divine Providenee, our endea- 
vours to bring up our child ^' in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord'' were abund- 
antly successful. She became all that her 
fond and anxious parents could wish : and 
her life exhibited one unbroken series of 
piety to her parents, affection to her bro- 
thers, and reverence of whatever is sacred. 
From her infancy, she possessed an uncom- 
mon share of vivacity, quickness of parts, 
and sweetness of disposition. She was al- 
ways open, natural, and unaffected. She 
delighted in the society of her friends, and 
invariably met them with the same coun- 
tenance. Any one, who thought it worth 
while to have her company, might be sure 
of meeting her in the best humour, and 
ready to give up her own inclination for 
their accommodation and pleasure. It is 
diflScult to conceive of a character more 
divested than she was of selfishness. In- 
stead of thinking herself worthy of the 
homage of others, she thought less of her^ 
self than they did of her ; and so far was 
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she fh>m expecting that her friends ahoold 
bend to her caprice and homoor, that she 
^^as ready to make no inconsiderable sa- 
cnfices to gratify them. It was, I presume, 
chie% owing to this combination of dis- 
position, with an almost inexhaustible fund 
for entertainment, that she became the 
centre of attraction to the juvenile parties 
in which she mixed. The pleasing of her- 
self, except 80 fitr as she derived pleasure 
from seeing all around her happy (and 
aft^ all, what pleasure is so refined as 
this ?) formed no part of her plans. She 
entirely laid herself out for the gratification 
of her firiends ; and by exerting her talents, 
always fertile in expedients, to promote 
their amusement, she never failed to keep 
up their good humour, and to occupy their 
time agreeably. The result was the same, 
whether she enjoyed the society of her 
equals, or entertained a party of children. 
She could throw herself, with the greatest 
ease, into their habits and ways of amuse-" 
ment; and from the numerous resources 
she possessed of varying their pleasures, she 
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kept her little friends in incessant delight* 
If any circumstance required her absence 
for a while, the effect on her company 
was immediately visible in their hstlessness 
and languor; and her return was equally 
marked by their hilarity and gaiety^ If^ 
as is sometimes the case, one in the party 
was, from either person or maimers^ less 
attractive than the rest, she always singled 
out that individual as the pecuUar object of 
her attention; and she seldom failed to elicit 
something from her, which contributed to 
the general fund of entertainment, and to 
render her easy and happy in herself- 
These efforts were sometimes too great for 
her strength, and greatly oppressed her: 
but whatever she suffered herself, she took 
care that no one, if it was possible to avoid 
it, should perceive her exhaustion. So far 
did she carry this point, that on several oc^ 
casions she effectually concealed from the 
company, whose pleasure she was unwill- 
ing to interrupt, the most acute pain ; and 
when ready to sink with faintness and fa-» 
tigue, she assumed an air of easci which 
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prevented the least suspicion that she vran 
not in perfect health. The desire of making 
others happy was so powerful a stimulus^ 
that it sustained her spirits, when otherwise 
she would have actually sunk. One or two 
instances of this it may not be improper 
to mention. 

About two years ago she was on a visit 
to some of her most beloved friends at 
Southampton. The disease, which pro- 
bably terminated her life, had already com- 
menced its attack. Her friends could not 
help seeing at times, by her countenance, 
that she was far from being in the health 
they could wish ; and they were extremely 
anxious on this account : but they were not 
aware of the extent of her malady. She 
afterwards told her mother, that she fre- 
quently retired into her room, as if for the 
purpose of dressing, writing letters, or other 
indiflPerent affairs, but with the real inten- 
tion of rolling on the carpet (for if she had 
done so on the bed^ it would have probably 
led to inquiries about her health) to obtain 
a little ease of her acute pain t and when 
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she appeared again in the parlour, she 
threw herself on the sofa^ for the apparent 
purpose of playing with a favourite little 
girl upon it, but with the real object of 
obtaining, if possible, some mitigation of 
suffering. 

Last Midsummer twelvemonth we made 

an excursion into Lincolnshire. At the 

solicitation of our friends we consented to 

leave our dear daughter behind us for a 

few weeks. Various parties of pleasure 

were formed on her account ; and among 

them, it was proposed tq pay a visit to 

Crowland Abbey, at the distance of about 

fifteen miles. A large party was originally 

formed for this purpose, though various 

circumstances ultimately prevented several 

from joining it, and much preparation was 

made for the occasion* She was highly de* 

lighted with the plan, and wrote us a most 

humourous account of the intended pro* 

cession. The day was fixed, and every 

thing was arranged ; but in the mean time, 

she was seized with the complaint to which 

tUat part of Lincolnshiie is incident, and 
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on the appointed day she was exeeedingly 
unwell. But the party had been fonned 
^itirely <m her account, and she knew the 
dimppointment would be great, if she were 
wanting on the occasion. She had there-* 
fore not only to shake off her disease, but 
to assume an air of health and viyacity, 
which should leave no suspicion that all was 
not well ; and, as she afterwards told her 
mother, she forced herself from her bed, 
when continuing upon it was the only com- 
fort she was capable of enjoying ; mixed 
with her friends in the excursion, and was 
enabled^ though at a most hazardous risk 
to herself, and a sad waste of strength and 
spirits, to get through the day, without the 
company being aware how dearly she paid 
for the good humour and hilarity which 
were kept up on the occasion. 

She carried indeed the principle of 8ur«^ 
lendaring her own comforts to those of 
others so far, that we at length ascertained, 
when she was more than usually vivacious, 
she was labouring under some acute pain 
or uneasiness ; for her efforts to conceal it 



d by Google 



28 A TRIBUTE OP 

became excessive, and somewhat unnaturaL 
I have learned that when she had been 
lying on the sofa under any indisposition, 
the moment she heard my foot proceeding 
across the hall, she would start up, assume 
an air of the greatest cheerfulness, and 
meet me, as she did at all times, with A 
smile of affection. 

Though we have lately, alas ! had oc- 
casion to know that disease had, for a con-^ 
siderable time, been making sad inroads 
upon her constitution, we could not ascer- 
tain this, at any given point of time. We 
never saw her otherwise than cheerful ; and 
scarcely ever (I had almost said never, fot 
I really do not recollect an instance of it) 
heard her heave a sigh. It was however 
too perceptible to us, by her loss of appetite 
and substance, that she could not be well; 
and we extorted from her that she had 
pains in her chest, in her side, and at the 
lower part of the spine ; and from time to 
time we consulted our medical friends ; but 
neither they nor we apprehended any thing 
of a serious nature, till the disease came on 
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with such violence, as to baffle all attempts 
to arrest its course, or subdue its yirulence. 

This part of my narrative is so strongly 
confirmed by a letter, which my dear wife 
hBB received since the publication of the 
first edition of this little work, from the 
affectionate friend of my beloved daughter, 
with whom she was visiting atSouthampton , 
as I have just mentioned, and than whom, 
no one was better acquainted with the in- 
terior of my dear child, that I cannot for^ 
bear quoting a portion of that letter in this 
place, as I shall find occasion again to do 
in other parts of my memoir. Nor need I 
make an apology for inserting a few of her 
introductory remarks. 

*' There is scarcely an incident (writes 
Miss Tyler) related by Mr. Jerram of the 
character of my beloved friend, to which 
my memory does not supply some illustra-' 
tion ; and if the recital of a few particulars 
be not too painful to you, I trust you will 
allow me the pleasure of indulging my feel- 
ings, in this respect. If I mention nothing 
that a mother would not wish to hear re- 
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spectiog a beloved daughter, I entreat you 
to believe that it does not arise from the 
fear of hurting a mother's feelings, but from 
the fact, that I cannot recollect one thing 
in Hannah Jerram, that, had I been her 
nearest relation, I could have wished to be 
otherwise. — My heart bleeds at the thought 
of what were her sufferings when she was 
at Southamptcm ; but of which we were^ at 
the time, in a great degree ignorant : and 
the idea that I often persuaded her to walk« 
when it was probably very painful for her 
to do so, is now a subject of unavailing 
regret. I believe she had, for some time 
before it was seriously noticed by any of 
her friends, been the subject of much in- 
disposition ; and I have both atChobham 
and Southampton remarked indications of 
delicate health ; but when I spoke to her 
on the subject, she made so Ught of it, and 
rallied me on my grave looks, and assumed 
such an air of cheerful vivacity, with mirth 
sparkling in her eyes, that I could not help 
concluding my fears were groundless, and 
that I had mistaken the fact," 



d by Google 



PARENTAL AFFECTION. 31 

In reeording this peculiar trait of my 
dear daughter's character, I ought to state, 
that I do not relate it for the imitation of ' 
others ; nor because I think she did not 
Garry the point of disregarding her own 
comfort to promote that of others to far 
too great an extent. On the contrary, I 
have now most deeply to deplore that she 
so completely kept us in ignorance of the 
true state of her health . Had she from time 
to time confidentially communicated to 
her mother what she felt, in the incipient 
state of her disease, we had not now, hu- 
manly speaking, been yearning, in the bit- 
temess of incurable sorrow, the loss of one 
of the most amiable and excellent of daugh- 
ters. Alas ! she gave us no intimation of 
the facts I have been recording, till lying 
on the bed of death ; and we began to seek 
a remedy for the calamity, when its ravages 
were complete, and the cure impossible ! 

As her disposition was cheerful and vi- 
vacious, so had she an acute perception of 
wit and humour. Every thing of this na- 
ture, provided it were chaste and fiee from 
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impiety, afTorded hex a high gratification ; 
* and perhaps ghe sometimes indulged to an 
excess in this kind of pleasure. Her own 
playfulness of mind led her, at times, to 
make remarks on events and characters, 
which some of her more serious friends 
thought approached to levity. This, how- 
ever, I have entirely from hearsay. In my 
own presence, her chastised feeUngs of re- 
spect never suffered her to go beyond tho 
bounds of the strictest propriety. I was 
always delighted with her shrewd observa- 
tions on characters, and her good-natured 
wit on passing events. But it is not at all 
unlikely that this tendency, when unfettered 
by the respect which she felt for her pa- 
rents, and when she was enjoying the full 
freedom of social intercourse with her 
friends, might lead her occasionally into an 
extreme. But as she was, in a great mea- 
sure, the life of the juvenile parties in which 
she mixed, and never lost a friepd, it is 
fair to conclude that her wit was divested 
of bitterness, and her humour of unkind^ 
oess* 
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Her talents weie certainly of the higher ' 
order ; bat they were entirely female. She 
pOBsessed a quiek and retentive memory, so 
that whatever she read became her own. 
She entered with facility into the meaning 
of an author, and had compass of mind to 
take in the whole of his plan. Her reading 
was somewhat extensive and varied. The 
Greek and Latin Classics, through trans* 
lations, were familiar to her. She had a 
general and correct knowledge of history« 
especially of ancient Greece and Rome, and 
ofher own country. During the last winter, 
amongvarious other books,she read through 
the ten volumes of Mitford's History of 
Greece; and she had lately taken particular 
pains to refresh her memory with the prin- 
cipal facts of general history, for the pur- 
pose of early impressing them on the mind 
of her youngest brother, whom she had 
hitherto had almost entirely under her own 
management. I say nothing of her attain- 
ments in the common ornamental accom- 
plishments of well-educated females,becaus e 
they were such as might be expected ; and 
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are, I pTesume> common, in persons of her 
station, and with her means of instruction. 
She was not, however, a proficient in mu- 
sic, though she enjoyed the benefit of the 
best teachers. Neither her taste nor her 
ear led her to take much delight in this 
science^ though her performances were far 
from being so inferior as her modesty in- 
duced her to suppose. She read and spoke 
French with ease, and was acquainted with 
several valuable authors in that language- 
In drawing and needle-work, she has left 
us many pleasing specimens of her skill; 
and we can scarcely fix our. eyes upon any 
spot in our house, in which we do not see 
affecting proofs of her taiste. In botany, 
she had made some considerable progress, 
and was intending to pursue the study, 
this spring and summer, with greater at* 
tention than she had hitherto done. She 
had read several popular treatises on na- 
tural philosophy and chemistry : and was 
well acquainted with most of the easier re- 
sults and experiments of both. When. a 
child, she had learned the Latin grammar. 
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and it was my original intention to give 
her a classical education ; but finding many 
inconveniences likely to arise from keeping 
her at home» with my scholastic engage- 
ments, she was sent very early to school ; 
and, of course, the plan of teaching her 
Latin and Greek was given up* During 
the last winter, however, she expressed a 
wish to resume the study of the classics; 
more, I conceive, from a desire of relieving 
me from the labour of giving elementary 
knowledge to her youngest brother, than 
of becoming a proficient in the languages 
of Greece and Rome, with the principal 
authors of which, through translations, I 
have already observed, she was acquainted. 
We accordingly commenced with the Latin 
Grammar ; and in a few months, she read 
several lives of Nepos, and a considerable 
portion of Ovid and Virgil. The facility 
and correctness with which she wrote Latin 
exercises; the readiness with which she 
applied the rules of syntax ; and the dex- 
terity with which she worked her way 
through the complicated construction of 
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the Latin language greatly surprised ine; 
and ^ere such as I had never before wit- 
nessed in a loiiig eonrdie of educating youth. 
It will scarcely seem credible^ that during 
the last winter months, up to the end of 
March, besides perusing many volumes of 
entertaining authors, drawing several nicely 
finished pieces^ working a tedious veil, care- 
fully reading the ten volumes of Mitford's 
Greece, superintending the education of 
her youngest brother, and almost daily 
visiting the cottages of the distant poor of 
this parish, she made this proficiency also 
in the Latin language ; and that, with no 
other assistance from me than a lesson in 
the evening, when the greater part of the 
family had retired to rest. 

In speaking of the course of her reading, 
I ought not, perhaps, to omit that, had her 
principles allowed it, she would probably 
have indulged to an excess in those popular 
works, which have recently engaged the 
almost exclusive attention of the young. 
And I mention this, not only that I may 
give a fair accountof my beloved daughter's 
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testacies ; but especially tbi^t I, m^y ire- 
oord her conviQtioa.that she bad. devoted 
too much of her time to this unprofitable 
couree of reading* It occasioned her great 
imeasiness, as we shall h^fieafter.see, inre- 
Yiewiiig the past, to reflet that so much of 
her time had beeu wasted ii^ books of this 
oa^ture ; wd bad it plea^ our h^venly 
Fath^ to protract ber short span of ex- 
iatenqe, I am persuaded that they :would 
have engaged a very minute, if. aoy, por- 
tion of her futiw reading. 

'Di^rent opi|UQns« I am aware, ajre en- 
tertained by religious persons;^ as to what 
extent books of, thiii^ Aaturo are proper for 
the young. Some would limit them within 
a very narrow compass; and others would 
exclude them al^etber. That many pub- 
licajtions have rpciently issu^dfrom the press» 
which are altogether unfit for the perusal 
of any ow^ who ha^ Hk^ least r^gpurd eith^^ 
to morality or dep^ncy^ cannot be denied : 
and every parent, who would: not be ac^ 
cessary to the poUutiop ojf his child's mind, 
and the e^tiirpajtion of ev^ry principle o^. 
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duty to Ood and man, will ndost anxi- 
ously guard against his coming in contact 
with such pestilential authors. No beauty 
of composition, nor richness of iihagery, 
rior sublimity of description, can compen- 
sate for the violation of modesty, morality, 
and religion : and those pleasures of imia- 
gination, which expose to hazard the social 
aiFections, domestic peace, and the divine 
favour, are indulged at an awful risk. To 
wade through a mass of filth, and to inhale 
at every breath pestilential vapour, for 
some ideal gratification, is too degrading a 
toil for a reasonable being: and one caniiot 
help deploring that any persons, professing 
a regard for piety and good morals, should 
subject themselves to so much humiliiation, 
as to suflPer their minds to be contaminated 
with disgusting images, and daring blas- 
phemy, for the purpose of culling, from a 
mass of abominations, a few extraordinary 
specimens of genius and talent. Nor is 
their personal risk the only thing to be de* 
precated. They have given a direct coun- 
tenance to the authors of this moral pesti^ 
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lence, by putting their works in circulation ; 
and have stimulated multitudes to expose 
themselYes to the same hazard, by extolling 
the beauties of insulated passages, and the 
splendid ornaments with which they are 
embellished. It is true, they have censured 
with, just severity, the licentiousness and 
blasphemy with which these writers abound ; 
but it does not require any deep penetra- 
tion into human nature to know, that the 
very reprobation of certain vices provokes 
curiosity to ascertain in what they consist; 
and it may be justly questioned, whether 
the beauties they have extolled^ or the 
&ult8 they have censured, have operated 
as the stronger stimulus to get possession 
of these works. 

There are other modern publications 
equally popular with those to which I have 
just alluded, and which are far from being 
correct either in religion or morals, but 
which it would be unjust to treat with the 
same unqualified censure. It cannot be 
said that they have a manifest tendency to 
deteriorate mankind. Their authors would 
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tlisdain to pander to theliceittioas appetite, 
or to attack the social virtueSp or to under-* 
mine the religious principle. But yet their 
chief praise is n^gatiye• They do nothiag 
to advance man in the scale of moral excel* 
lence, or to bring him nearer to the source 
of all perfection. Taking as their standard 
of character those whom the. world afw 
plauds, they adapt both their religion and 
morals to the prevalent taste ; and what* 
ever rises above, or falls below, this le^, 
they equally expose to ridicule or reprobcu 
tion. Hence, the individual, whose breast 
glows with the purest love to God» and 
who is most jealous to prc^note the honour 
of the Saviour of man, is in as much danger 
of being held up by these writers to the 
scorn of the world, as he is» of falling un- 
der their censure, who casta off the fear of 
God, and *' tramples under foot the blood 
of Christ" It is obvious, that authors like 
these, when their talents are popular, must 
operate most powerfully against any ad- 
vancement in moral and religious excel* 
lenoe; nor can it be safe to permit their 
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wQiks to &U witiiin the reach of the do- 
mestic circle. Youth need every induce* 
ment to mgage them heartily in^he cause 
of religion ; to rise above the level of ordi« 
nary profession ; and to quicken their zeal 
in the service of their '' Lord and Master ;'' 
and nothing can be a greater hindrance' to 
dieir advancement in the divine life, than ' 
the sarcasms and ridicule of authors^ who 
are held in g^ieral repute^ and are in 
almost every, one's hands. 

The writings of these persons are not 
directed to any particular age or class, but 
ate intended gmerally for the whole read* 
iBg community. There are, however, nu- 
merous other modem authors, who, like 
them, have entered the field of poetry and 
fiction, but with an especial reference to 
the rising g^ieration : and it is thankfully 
acknowledged that their object is, perhaps, 
universally, to promote their best interests, 
by smoothing the rugged path of educa- 
tion, and endeavouring to give a right cast 
to the youthful character : and if good in- 
tentions could always ensure the best re- 
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suits, they would be entitled to unquali- 
fied commedation. But we must look at 
principle^ and follow them through all 
their operations and consequences ; and if 
these should be pernicious, .no uprightness 
of design ought to prevent our. exposii^ 
th6 danger : and of this tendency I cour 
ceiYe are some of the publications just adr 
verted to. They profess to form the cha- 
racter of the young, entirely, by prudent 
discipline and moral motives, without call-, 
ing in the least aid from what is peculiar 
to the Christian system. They have exhi- 
bited great talent in setting forth the de- 
formity and tdtimate misery of vice ; and 
the beauty and consequent happiness of an 
opposite course. They have shown, with 
great effect, that nothing is so degrading as 
the predominance of the selfish principle, 
and nothing so becoming as an open, bene- 
volent, and generous disposition. The most 
striking instances are given of the advan- 
tages resulting from an inflexible course of 
integrity ; whilst the artful and designing 
never fail to meet eventually with the con- 
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tempt and infamy they deserve. The plea- 
sures of a mind at ease with itself are set 
forth with peculiar effect; aiid the corroding 
remorse of the vicious is painted in strong, 
but not overcharged colours. The various 
sources of enjoyment from domestic and 
social intercourse, rational amusements, the 
works of nature, the cultivation of the fine 
arts ; from botany, chemistry, natural phi- 
losophy, and every branch of science, are 
laid open with every attraction which these 
copious subjects admit ; and the whole is 
embellished with all the simple and elegant 
ornaments of which language is capable. 
The character, formed on this model, is 
exhibited as at once beautiful and perfect. 
He fills his station in life, whether as parent 
or child, relation or friend, the man of bu- 
siness, or holding an honourable profession, 
the statesman or the soldier, with the most 
scrupulous and e£Scient exactness : and all 
this is accomplished without adopting a 
single peculiarity of the Gospel, or feeling 
the influence of a siiigle Christian motive. 
As fltr as this system is concerned, Chris 
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the Latin language greatly Burprised ine; 
and were such ad I had never before wit- 
nessed in a long coarse of educating youth. 
It will scarcely 6eem credible^ that during 
the last winter months^ up to the end of 
March, besides perusing many volumes of 
entertaining authors^ drawing several nicely 
finished pieces, working a tedious 'veil^ care- 
fufly reading the ten volumes of Mitford's 
Greece, superintending the education of 
her youngest brother, and almost daily 
visiting the cottages of the distant poor of 
this parish, she made this proficiency also 
in the Latin language ; and that, with no 
other assistance from me than a lesson in 
the evening, when the greater part of the 
family had retired to rest. 

In speaking of the course of her reading, 
I ought not, perhaps, to omit that, had her 
principles allowed it, she would probably 
have indulged to an excess in those popular 
works, which have recently engaged the 
almost exclusive attention of the young. 
And I mention this, not only that I may 
give a fair account of my beloved daughter*s 
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tendencies ; but especially tbi^t I.. nx9y ij^ 
cord ber conyictiou.that she hadkdevoted 
t09 much of her time to this unfurofitable. 
course of reading* It occasioned her great 
uneasiness, a^ we shall hefieafterisee, in re- 
viewing the past, to reflet that so much of 
her t^me had been wasted ii^ bqoks of this 
na^ture ^ and bad it plea^sed our h^vei^Iy 
Father to protract ber shor^ span of ex- 
istenqe, I am persuaded that they :would: 
have engaged a very minute, if, aoy, por- 
tion of her futl^^ reading. 

Di0erent opuiionSf I am aware, ajpe en- 
tertained by religious persons^^ as to what 
extent books of thi^ i^ature^ are proper for 
the young. Some would limit thein within 
a very narrow compass; and others would 
exclude them a)t;ogether. That many pub- 
lications ha?e i^Ci^ntly issu^d.from the press» 
which are altogether, unfit for the perusal 
of any om^ who has t}^f^lj^ast.r^Eird eith.^ 
to morality or dep^^pcy^ cannot be djeqied : 
and every parent, whiQ would, not be ac- 
cessary to the poUutiop of his child's mind, 
and the e^tiiipa^on of ev^ry principle oP. 
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with them, to bring even •' little children 
to Christ, that he may bless them ;" well 
knowing that if they can enlist them early 
under the banner of the cross, they will, 
in all probability, *^ continue his faithful 
followers and soldiers unto their life's end." 
They dwell largely on the value of the 
soul ; the danger of losing it ; and the 
constant diligence necessary to secure its 
welfare. They urge the necessity of a re- 
ligion, which engages the affections, on the 
ground that a father can be satisfied with 
nothing less than the heart ; and that no 
homage of the tongue, or prostration of the 
body, can impose upon Him, whose eye 
penetrates the secrets of the breast, and 
before whom, '' all things are naked and 
open." This, and this only, they know 
will operate as forcibly in solitude and 
darkness, as in the clear and open face of 
day ; and when tempted to the commission 
of secret sin, will induce them to ask, " How 
can I do this great wickedness, and sin 
against God ?" Whilst they avail them- 
selves of every proper motive to excite holy 
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tempers and virtttous conduct, they place 
their chief dependence on those which are 
drawn fix>in the cross : and by exhibiting 
the character of the blessed Redeemer in 
all its kindness, condescension^ and mercy, 
they attach the heart to him/ and render 
him the supreme object of their affections. 
In this system every thisg is placed and 
retained in its proper situation : Christ is 
made the centre of it ; and he attracts, and 
enlightens, and beautifies, and animates, 
and fructifies every part of it. There is 
nothing removed from its influence ; and 
every thing acknowledges him, as *' Head 
over all, and blessed for ever." In this way 
characters are formed, which confer bless- 
ings on men, and bring glory to God. 
Let their numbers be increased, and " the 
wilderness and solitary place shall be glad 
for them : and the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom as the rose." They are " the salt 
of the earth ;'' and" the light of the world ;" 
and bring down upon it, the blessing of 
heaven. ^ 

This system of education, I am happy to 
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observe, has been advocated and supported 
by numbers of individuals of both s^ces, 
and of the first ordei' of talents : and it 
afFocds me a sincere pleasure to have an 
opportunity of offering my tribute of re- 
spect to those numerous females, who have 
brought their excellent abilities to bear on 
the best interests of the rising generation. 
It is impossible to mention the names of 
More, and Trimmer, and Sherwood, and 
Taylor, and several others, without as* 
sociating with them a wide diffusion of 
Christian principles ; a large increase of do- 
mestic happiness ; and much of that active 
zeal which has been recently displayed, and 
especially by females, in support of the great 
institutions, which are spreading through- 
out the world the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour. They have smoothed th^ 
rugged course of education by their appro- 
priate and lucid elementary books. They 
have furnished us with the best materials, 
embellished with all the ornaments and at- 
tractions which the subjects will admit, for 
storing the memory, and forming the cha- 
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racter of our youth; and they have il- 
lustrated their preoepts by such a variety 
of interesting examples, that they can 
scarcely fail to make an indelible impres- 
sion, wherever they are read. It is not 
easy to conceive any thing more sound in 
doctrine, more pure in morals, more rich in 
variety, more perfect in execution, or more 
beautiful and elegant in form, than the 
library, with which their united efforts 
have supplied the younger branches of our 
families i and I am persuaded that at this 
moment thousands of parents and children 
are rea]Mng an abundant harvest from their 
labours. 

After bestowing this justly merited 
praise, it may appear somewhat ungracious 
to say any thing, which may seem to de-< 
tract from the value of their performances : 
and yet I have my doubts whether some 
inconvaiience may not arise, both from the 
continually increasing number of these 
publications, and the style and nature of 
theircomposition. Scarcely a month passes, 
without some addition being made to the 



d by Google 



64 A TRIBUTE OF 

already abundant stock ; and it is easy to 
perceive that invention is somewhat tor-r 
tared to find any thing in the shape of 
novelty. The result is what might be na- 
turally expected. Many of the recent per- 
formances are considerably inferior to those 
which first appeared : the reader feels a 
diminished interest in what is put into his 
hands ; and there is some danger of the 
most valuable of these publications ^thus 
falling into discredit. 

But it is from the nature and style of 
these compositions that I anticipate the 
principal mischief. For the sake of illus- 
trating principles, and giving the weight of 
facts to lessons on virtue and vice^imaginary 
characters are introduced with great effect : 
and no doubt make a more lasting itor 
pression on the mind and memory, than 
abstract rules and dry lectures upon morals. 
But there is some danger even in this* 
Imaginary characters seldom bear an exact 
resemblance to real life. They are generally 
highly wrought, and wound up to a pitch 
of excellence or depravity which have rarely 
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any counterpart in fact. Hence, real ocr 
jcurrenpes make a feebler impression thaa 
they would have done, from their falling 
short of what we had previously read in 
books : ordinary virtue passes as of little 
worth; and common suffering produces 
scarcely any sympathy. Thefeelings,haying 
bieen frequently and powerfully excited, re- 
quire a continually increasing stimulus to 
keep up their tone ; and from the difficulty 
of obtaining this, the mind at length sinks 
into listless apathy, from which the cus- 
tomaiy events of life are incapable of 
arousing it. A habit als^ is acquired of 
jiyverstating facts, in order to excite interest. 
Perceiving that what appeared important 
to ourselves excites but little attention in 
others, we are tempted to set things out 
with a false colouring, and give them an 
appearance, with which the facts themselves 
have scarcely any correspondence. Every 
person, who pays a scrupulous regard to 
.ti:uth, has often been exceedingly distressed 
at hearing statements, which he is sure are 
any thing but correct ; and it is not un- 
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.reasonable to suppose that this itiattention 
to strict veracity may be owing, at least in 
part, to the circumstance on which I am 
animadverting. 

There is also so close an aflSnity between 
works of this nature, and the common class 
of novels, that there is some danger of glid- 
ing imperceptibly from one to the other; 
and thus acquiring a taste for those perni- 
cious publications, which have poisoned the 
minds, and corrupted the hearts of so 
many of our youths. 

It will not have escaped the notice of 
many of my rea40rs that among many pro- 
fessing Christians, a sort of sentimentalism 
has usurped the place of experimental re- 
ligion* The sober views and feelings, which 
the facts of our case, and the nature of the 
gospel, might be supposed to occasion, are 
superpededby sensations of a more exquisite 
and inexplicable nature, and by undefined 
and romantic notions of imaginary excel- 
lence and enjoyments. May not this evil 
also have some connexion with the writings 
which we are now considering ? 
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On no subject is it more dangerous to* 
let loose the imagination than on religion. 
Every thing connected with spiritual sub- 
jects and the future state, is matter of pure 
revelation : and we cannot advance a step, 
with safety, without her guide. Now it 
seldom happens that he leads us beyond 
the statement of certain truths, which are 
necessary for our instruction, or warning, 
or comfort ; and on which, from the very 
nature of things, there must rest some de- 
gree of obscurity. Our inquisitive minds 
are not easily reconciled to this limited in- 
formaticm and uncertainty. We wish to 
pry more minutely into things ; and send 
imagination into the illimitable field of pos- 
sibilities, from which it brings back innu- 
merable crude and extravagant notions. It 
is the business of a sound and chastised 
judgment to repress these vain excursions, 
and this pernicious curiosity ; and strictly 
to confine the thoughts to the prescribed 
Umits c^ revelation ; and it is with almost 
inconceivable difficulty that this control 
is effectually exercised. Hence, whatever 
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ddds a stimulus to imagination^ in matters 
of religion, does, in fact, counteract the 
salutary efforts of reason and a sound mind 
to repress it ; and tends to convert the re- 
ligion of the gospel into the wild reveries 
of fanaticism. May not then the publica- 
tions in question have a tendency to foster 
the imagipative faculty; and to induce a 
train of evils arising from the predominanc^e 
of fancy over reason and revelation ? 

But these reflections have led me into a 
length of discussion which I did not antici- 
pate ; and it is more than time that I return 
to the immediate subject of this memoir. 

I was drawn into these remsairks by stating 
that my beloved daughter was inclined to 
indulge in reading the productions of some 
of the modern school of poetry and ficftion, 
beyond the limit which she afterwards 
thought to be safe: but I should do her 
memory great injustice, if I were to omit 
stating that her principalreadingwasof a 
religious character. She had studied va- 
rious treatises on the evidences of religion ; 
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and had read several histories of the Chris- 
tian church. The works of some of our 
ablest divines were famihar to her ; and she 
had made herself acquainted with some of 
the common subjects of controversy between 
Christians of different denominations. Sa* 
cred biography was a topic of peculiar in- 
terest, and she read with avidity whatever 
of this kind fell in her way. But her con- 
stant companion was the Holy Scriptures. 
A considers^ble part of it was committed to 
memory; and she could repeat by heart a 
great part of the Psalms. The marks she 
has placed against different passages of this 
blessed book, plainly indicate that her 
daily perusal of it was not a mere form. 
Not only did she notice those parts, which 
are most beautiful for their poetry, and 
most sublime in description ; but more e^ 
pecially such as relate to fundamental doc- 
trines, important duties, and encouraging 
promises. Whatever set forth the value of 
the soul ; the nature of salvation ; the evil 
of sin ; the necessity of holiness ; the pro- 
itoise of pardon ; and the work of the Holy 
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the works of men who never enjoyed the 
benefit of revelation^ and are therefore not 
intended either to be the models of oar 
practice, or to teach us our duty. But in 
the former, the object is altogether different. 
It is their professed intention to form the 
mind ; to furnish it with principles ; to 
supply the proper motives ; and to make 
the perfect character : and this, with all the 
advantages of having before them a re- 
velation from heaven. They occupy then 
the station, not of Heathen, but of Christian 
instructors ; and if no portion of what is 
peculiar to Christianity finds its way into 
their lessons, it must arise from their not 
considering any part of it as essential to 
their undertaking ; and the only possible 
conclusion is, that in their esteem, the 
whole Christian system is, if not an ab- 
solute incumbrance, yet certainly a re- 
dundancy, inasmuch as that every thing 
important may be accomplished without it. 
It surely is not necessary to add, that a 
scheme like this not only leads to infidelity, 
but is a direct affront to the Christian re- 
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ligion. It impiously excludes Him from 
having a place in the system^ of which he 
ought to be the sun : and forbids us to see 
Him any where, whom we ought to see 
eve;^ where : " Him first : Him last : Him 
midst, and without end/' 

It is with pleasure I turn from writers of 
this description to others, who, professing 
to have the same object in view, and to 
communicate their instructions by a similar 
method, take a correct estimate of the sub- 
ject before them, and aim at its accomplish- 
ment by more suitable means. Taking 
man, as he really is, degraded, miserable, 
and ruined ; and yet, through the bound- 
less mercy of God, within reach of incon- 
ceivable felicity and glory ; they commence 
their work on a right foundation, and never 
lose sight of his high destiny. They assume 
the fact of his corruption : and direct his 
attention to the means of renovation . Aware 
that man's unassisted efforts would end in 
disappointment, he is taught to seek the aid 
of the great Restorer, and rests his hopes 
on his all-sufficient help. It is amain point 
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ligion. It impiously excludes Him from 
having a place in the system^ of which he 
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to have the same object in view, and to 
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on his all-sufficient help. It is a main point 



Digitized by LaOOQlC 



48 A TRIBUTE OP 

the works of men who never enjoyed the 
benefit of revelation, and are therefore not 
intended either to be the models of our 
practice, or to teach us our duty. But in 
the former, the object is altogether different. 
It is their professed intention to form the 
mind ; to furnish it with principles ; to 
supply the proper motives ; and to make 
the perfect character : and this, with all the 
advantages of having before them a re- 
velation from heaven. They occupy then 
the station, not of Heathen, but of Christian 
instructors ; and if no portion of what is 
peculiar to Christianity finds its way into 
their lessons, it must arise from their not 
considering any part of it as essential to 
their undertaking ; and the only possible 
conclusion is, that in their esteem, the 
whole Christian system is, if not an ab- 
solute incumbrance, yet certainly a re- 
dundancy, inasmuch as that every thing 
important may be accomplished without it. 
It surely is not necessary to add, that a 
scheme like this not only leads to infidelity, 
but is a direct affront to the Christian re- 



ed by Google 



PARENTAL AFFECTION. 49 

ligion. It impiously excludes Him from 
having a place in the system, of which he 
ought to be the sun : and forbids us to see 
Him any where, whom we ought to see 
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with them, to bring even •* little children 
to Christ, that he may bless them ;" well 
knowing that if they can enlist them early 
under the banner of the cross, they will, 
in all probability, " continue his faithful 
followers and soldiers unto their life's end." 
They dwell largely on the value of the 
soul ; the danger of losing it ; and the 
constant diligence necessary to secure its 
welfare. They urge the necessity of a re- 
ligion, which engages the affections, on the 
ground that a father can be satisfied with 
nothing less than the heart ; and that no 
homage of the tongue, or prostration of the 
body, can impose upon Him, whose eye 
penetrates the secrets of the breast, and 
before whom, ** all things are naked and 
open." This, and this only, they know 
will operate as forcibly in solitude and 
darkness, as in the clear and open face of 
day ; and when tempted to the commission 
of secret sin, will induce them to ask, " How 
can I do this great wickedness, and sin 
against God?" Whilst they avail them- 
selves of every proper motive to excite holy 
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tempers and virg^ous conduct, they place 
their chief dependence on those which are 
drawn from the cross : and by exhibiting 
the character of the blessed Redeemer in 
all its kindness, condescension^ and mercy, 
they attach the heart to him/ and render 
him the supreme object of their affections. 
In this system every thiog is placed and 
retained in its proper situation : Christ is 
made the centre of it ; and he attracts, and 
enlightens, and beautifies, and animates, 
and fructifies every part of it. There is 
nothing removed firom its influence ; and 
every thing acknowledges him, as *' Head 
over all, and blessed for ever." In this way 
characters are formed, which confer bless- 
ings on men, and bring glory to God. 
Let their numbers be increased, and " the 
wilderness and solitary place shall be glad 
for them : and the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom as the rose." They are '* the salt 
of the earth ;" and'^the lightof the world ;" 
and bring down upon it, the blessing of 
heaven. ^ 

This system of education, I am happy to 

e2 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



52 A TRIBUTE OF 

observe, has been advocatftd and supported 
by numbers of individuals of both sexes, 
and of the first order of talents : and it 
affoids me a sincere pleasure to have an 
opportunity of oflPering my tribute of re- 
spect to those numerous females, who have 
brought their excellent abilities to bear on 
the best interests of the rising generation. 
It is impossible to mention the names of 
More, and Trimmer, and Sherwood, and 
Taylor, and several others, without as- 
sociating with them a wide diffusion of 
Christian principles ; a large increase of do- 
mestic happiness ; and much of that active 
zeal which has been recently displayed, and 
especially by females, in support of the great 
institutions, which are spreading through- 
out the world the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour. They have smoothed th^ 
rugged course of education by their appro- 
priate and lucid elementary books. They 
have furnished us with the best materials, 
embellished with all the ornaments and at- 
tractions which the subjects will admit, for 
storing the memory, and forming the cha- 
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racter of our youth ; aad they have il- 
lustrated their preoepts by such a variety 
of interesting examples, that they can 
scarcely fail to make an indelible impres- 
sion, wherever they are read. It is not 
easy to conceive any thing more sound in 
doctrine, more pure in morals, more rich in 
variety, more perfect in execution, or more 
beautiful and elegant in form, than the 
library, with which their united efforts 
have supplied the younger branches of our 
families t and I am persuaded that at this 
moment thousands of parents and children 
are reaping an abundant harvest from their 
labours. 

After bestowing . this justly merited 
praise, it may appear somewhat ungracious 
to say any thing, which may seem to de- 
tract from the value of their performances : 
and yet I have my doubts whether some 
inconvenience may not arise, both from the 
continually increasing number of these 
publications, and the style and nature of 
theircomposition. Scarcely a month passes, 
without some addition being made to the 
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already abundant stock ; and it is easy to 
perceive that invention is somewhat tor-r 
tared to find any thing in the shape of 
novelty. The result is what might be na- 
turally expected. Many of the recent per* 
fortnances are considerably inferior to those 
which first appeared: the reader feels a 
diminished interest in what is put into his 
hands ; and there is some danger of the 
most valuable of these publications^thus 
falling into discredit. 

But it is from the nature and style of 
these compositions that I anticipate the 
principal mischief. For the sake of illus- 
trating principles^ and giving the weight of 
facts to lessons on virtue and vice^imaginary 
characters are introduced with great e£Pect : 
and no doubt make a more lasting im- 
pression on the mind and memory^ than 
abstract rules and dry lectures upon morals. 
But there is some danger even in thi&u 
Imaginary characters seldom bear an exact 
resemblance to real life. They are generally 
highly wrought, and wound up to a pitch 
of excellence or depravity which have rarely 
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any counterpart in fact. Hence^ real oc- 
jcurrences make a feebler impression thaa 
they would have done, from their falling 
short of what we had previously read in 
books : ordinary virtue passes as of little 
worth; and common suffering produces 
scarcely any sympathy. Thefeelings,haying 
been frequently and powerfully excited, re- 
quire a continually increasing stimulus to 
keep up their tone ; and from the difficulty 
of obtaining this, the mind at length sinks 
into listless apathy, from which the cus- 
tomary events of life are incapable of 
arousing it. A habit alsp is acquired of 
joverstating facts, in order to excite interest. 
Perceiving that what appeared important 
to ourselves excites but little attention in 
others, we are tempted to set things out 
with a false colouring, and give them an 
appearance, with which the facts themselves 
have scarcely any correspondence. Every 
person, who pays a scrupulous regard to 
.ti:uth, has often been exceedingly distressed 
at hearing statements, which he is sure are 
any thing but correct ; and it is not un- 
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.reasonable to suppose that this itiattention 
to strict veracity may be owing, at least in 
part, to the circumstance <m which I am 
animadverting. 

There is also so close an affinity between 
works of this nature, and the common class 
of novels, that there is some danger of glid- 
ing imperceptibly from one to theot^er; 
and thus acquiring a taste for those perni- 
cious publications, which have poisoned the 
minds, and corrupted the hearts of so 
many of our youths. 

It will not have escaped the notice of 
many of my readers that among many pro- 
fessing Christians, a sort of sentimentaliaia 
has usurped the place of experimental re- 
ligion. The sober viewsand feelings, which 
the facts of our case, and the nature of the 
gospel, might be supposed to occasion, are 
supeigededby sensationsof a more exquisite 
{uid inexplicable nature, and by undefined 
and romantic notions of imaginary excel- 
lence and enjoyments. May not this evil 
also have some connexion with the writings 
which we are now considering ? 
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On no subject is it more dangerous to* 
let loose the imagination than on religion. 
"Every thing connected with spiritual sub- 
jeets and the future state, is matter of pure 
revelation : and we cannot advance a step^ 
with safety, without her guide. Now it 
seldom happens that he leads us beyond 
the statement of certain truths, which are 
necessary for our instruction, or warning, 
or comfort ; and on which, from the very 
nature of things, there must rest some de- 
gree of obscurity. Our inquisitive minds 
are not easily reconciled to this limited in- 
formation and uncertainty. We wish to 
pry more minutely into things ; and send 
imagination into the illimitable field of pos- 
sibilities, from which it brings back innu- 
merable crude and extravagant notions. It 
is the business of a sound and chastised 
judgment to repress these vain excursions, 
and this pernicious curiosity ; and strictly 
to confine the thoughts to the prescribed 
hmits of revelation ; and it is with almost 
inconceivable difficulty that this control 
is effectually exercised. Hence, whatever 
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sldds a stimulus to imagination, in matters 
of religion, does, in fact, counteract ithe 
salutary efforts of reason and a sound mind 
to repress it ; and tends to convert the re* 
ligion of the gospel into the wild reveries 
of fanaticism. May not then the publica- 
tions in question have a tendency to foster 
the imaginative faculty; and to induce a 
train of evils arising from the predominance 
of fancy over reason and revelation ? 

But these reflections have led me into a 
length of discussion which I did not antici- 
pate; and it is more than time that I return 
to the immediate subject of this memoir. 

I was drawn into these remarks by stating 
that my beloved daughter was inclined to 
indulge in reading the productions of some 
of the modern schoolof poetry and fiction^ 
beyond the limit which she afterwards 
thought to be safe: but I sbpuld do her 
memory great injustice, if I were to omit 
stating that her principal reading was of a 
religious character. She had studied va- 
rious treatises on the evidences of religion ; 
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and had read several histories of the Chris- 
tian church* The works of some of our 
ablest divines were familiar to her; and she 
had made herself acquainted with some of 
the common su bjects of controversy between 
Christiansof different denominations. Sa- 
cred biography was a topic of peculiar in- 
terest^ and she read with avidity whatever 
of this kind fell in her way. But her con- 
stant companion was the Holy Scriptures. 
A considers^ble part of it was committed to 
memory; and she could repeat by heart a 
great part of the Psalms. The marks she 
has placed against different passages of this 
blessed book^ plainly indicate that her 
daily perusal of it was not a mere form. 
Not only did she notice those parts, which 
are most beautiful for their poetiy, and 
most sublime in description ; but more e^-^ 
pecially such as.relate to fundamental doc- 
trines, important duties, and encouraging 
promises. Whatever set forth the value of 
the soul; die nature of salvation ; the evil 
of sin ; the necessity of hoUness ; the pro- 
xinse of pardon ; and the work of the Holy 
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the works of men who never enjoyed the 
benefit of revelation, and are therefore not 
intended either to be the models of our 
practice, or to teach us our duty. But in 
the former, the object is altogether different. 
It is their professed intention to form the 
mind ; to furnish it with principles ; to 
supply the proper motives ; and to make 
the perfect character : and this, with all the 
advantages of having before them a re- 
velation from heaven. They occupy then 
the station, not of Heathen, but of Christian 
instructors ; and if no portion of what is 
peculiar to Christianity finds its way into 
their lessons, it must arise from their not 
considering any part of it as essential to 
their undertaking ; and the only possible 
conclusion is, that in their esteem, the 
whole Christian system is, if not an ab- 
solute incumbrance, yet certainly a re- 
dundancy, inasmuch as that every thing 
important maybe accomplished without it. 
It surely is not necessary to add, that a 
scheme like this not only leads to infidelity, 
but is a direct affront to the Christian re- 
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ligion. It impiously excludes Him from 
having a place in the system, of which he 
ought to he the sun : and forbids us to see 
Him any where, whom we ought to see 
et?e/y where : " Him first : Him last : Him 
midst, and without end/' 

It is with pleasure I turn from writers of 
this description to others, who, professing 
to have the same object in view, and to 
communicate their instructions by a similar 
method, take a correct estimate of the sub- 
ject before them, and aim at its accomplish- 
ment by more suitable means. Taking 
man, as he really is, degraded, miserable, 
and ruined ; and yet, through the bound* 
less mercy of God, within reach of incon- 
ceivable felicity and glory ; they commence 
their work on a right foundation, and never 
lose sight of his high destiny. They assume 
the fact of his corruption : and direct his 
attention to the means of renovation . Aware 
that man's unassisted efforts would end in 
disappointment, he is taught to seek the aid 
of the great Restorer, and rests his hopes 
on his all-sufficient help. It is amain point 
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the works of men who never enjoyed the 
benefit of revelation, and are therefore not 
intended either to be the models of our 
practice, or to teach us our duty. But in 
the former, the object is altogether difierent. 
It is their professed intention to form the 
mind ; to furnish it with principles ; to 
supply the proper motives ; and to make 
the perfect character : and this, with all the 
advantages of having before them a re- 
velation from heaven. They occupy then 
the station, not of Heathen, but of Christian 
instructors ; and if no portion of what is 
peculiar to Christianity finds its way into 
their lessons, it must arise from their not 
considering any part of it as essential to 
their undertaking ; and the only possible 
conclusion is, that in their esteem, the 
whole Christian system is, if not an ab- 
solute incumbrance, yet certainly a re- 
dundancy, inasmuch as that every thing 
important may be accomplished without it. 
It surely is not necessary to add, that a 
scheme like this not only leads to infidelity, 
but is a direct affront to the Christian re- 
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ligion. It impiously excludes Him from 
having a place in the system, of which be 
ought to be the sun : and forbids us to see 
Him any where, whom we ought to see 
cver^ where : " Him first : Him last : Him 
midst, and without end/' 

It is with pleasure I turn from writers of 
this description to others, who, professing 
to have the same object in view, and to 
communicate their instructions by a similar 
method, take a correct estimate of the sub- 
ject before them, and aim at its accomplish- 
ment by more suitable means. Taking 
man, as he really is, degraded, miserable, 
and ruined ; and yet, through the bound* 
less mercy of God, within reach of incon* 
ceivable fehcity and glory ; they commence 
their work on a right foundation, and never 
lose sight of his high destiny. They assume 
the fact of his corruption : and direct his 
attention to the means of renovation . Aware 
that man's unassisted efforts would end in 
disappointment, he is taught to seek the aid 
of the great Restorer, and rests his hopes 
on his all-sufficient help. It is amain point 
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the works of men who never enjoyed the 
benefit of revelation, and are therefore not 
intended either to be the models of our 
practice, or to teach us our duty. But in 
the former, the object is altogether difierent. 
It is their professed intention to form the 
mind ; to furnish it with principles ; to 
supply the proper motives ; and to make 
the perfect character : and this, with all the 
advantages of having before them a re- 
velation from heaven. They occupy then 
the station, not of Heathen, but of Christian 
instructors ; and if no portion of what is 
peculiar to Christianity finds its way into 
their lessons, it must arise from their not 
considering any part of it as essential to 
their undertaking ; and the only possible 
conclusion is, that in their esteem, the 
whole Christian system is, if not an ab- 
solute incumbrance, yet certainly a re- 
dundancy, inasmuch as that every thing 
important maybe accomplished without it. 
It surely is not necessary to add, that a 
scheme like this not only leads to infidelity, 
but is a direct affront to the Christian re- 
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ligion. It impiously excludes Him from 
having a place in the system, of which he 
ought to be the sun : and forbids us to see 
Him any where, whom we ought to see 
e:oefy where : " Him first : Him last : Him 
midst, and without end/' 

It is with pleasure I turn from writers of 
this description to others, who, professing 
to have the same object in view, and to 
communicate their instructions by a similar 
method, take a correct estimate of the sub- 
ject before them, and aim at its accomplish- 
ment by more suitable means. Taking 
man, as he really is, degraded, miserable, 
and ruined ; and yet, through the bound- 
less mercy of God, within reach of incon- 
ceivable felicity and glory ; they commence 
their work on a right foundation, and never 
lose sight of his high destiny. They assume 
the fact of his corruption : and direct his 
attention to the means of renovation . Aware 
that man's unassisted efforts would end in 
disappointment, he is taught to seek the aid 
of the great Restorer, and rests his hopes 
on his all-sufficient help. It is amain point 
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with them, to bring even ** little children 
to Christ, that he may bless them ;" well 
knowing that if they can enlist them early 
under the banner of the cross, they wili, 
in all probability, " continue his faithful 
followers and soldiers unto their life's end." 
They dwell largely on the value of the 
soul ; the danger of losing it ; and the 
constant diligence necessary to secure its 
welfare. They urge the necessity of a re- 
ligion, which engages the affections, on the 
o;round that a father can be satisfied with 
nothing less than the heart ; and that bo 
homage of the tongue, or prostration of the 
body, can impose upon Him, w^hose eye 
penetrates the secrets of the breast, and 
before whom, '* all things are naked and 
open." This, and this only, they know 
will operate as forcibly in solitude and 
darkness, as in the clear and open face of 
day ; and when tempted to the commission 
of secret sin, will induce them to ask, " How 
can I do this great wickedness, and sifi 
against God?" Whilst they avail them- 
selves of every proper motive to excite holy 
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tempers and vir^ous conduct, they place 
their chief dependence on those which are 
drawn from the cross : and by exhibiting 
the character of the blessed Redeemer in 
all its kindness, condescension, and mercy, 
they attach the heart to him, and render 
him the supreme object of their affections. 
In this system every thiag is placed and 
retained in its proper situation : Christ is 
made the centre of it ; and he attracts, and 
enlightens, and beautifies, and animates, 
and fructifies every part of it. There is 
nothing removed from its influence ; and 
every thing acknowledges him, as *' Head 
over all, and blessed for ever." In this way 
characters are formed, which confer bless- 
ings on men, and bring glory to God. 
Let their numbers be increased, and *' the 
wilderness and solitary place shall be glad 
for them : and the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom as the rose." They are '* the salt 
of the earth f and^the lightof the world ;" 
and bring down upon it, the blessing of 
heaven. ^ 

This system of education, I am happy to 
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observe, has been advocated and supported 
by numbers of individuab of both sexes, 
and of the first order of talents : and it 
affords me a smcere pleasure to have an 
opportunity of offering my tribute of re- 
spect to those numerous females, who have 
brought their excellent abitities to bear on 
the best interests of the rising generation. 
It is impossible to mention the names of 
More, and Trimmer, and Sherwood, and 
Taylor, and several others, without as« 
sociating with them a wide diffusion of 
Christian principles ; a large increase of do^ 
mestic happiness ; and much of that active 
zeal which has been recently displayed, and 
especially by females, in support of the great 
institutions, which are spreading through- 
out the world the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour. They have smoothed th^ 
rugged course of education by their appro- 
priate and lucid elementary books. They 
have furnished us with the best materials, 
embellished with all the ornaments and at- 
tractions which the subjects will admit, for 
storing the memory, and forming the cha- 
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racter of our youth; and they have il- 
lustrated their precepts by such a variety 
of interesting examples, that they can 
scarcely fail to make an indelible impres- 
sioQy wherever they are read. It is not 
easy to conceive any thing more sound in 
doctrine, more pure in morals^ more rich in 
variety, more perfect in execution, or more 
beautiful and elegant in form, than the 
library, with which their united efforts 
have supplied the younger branches of our 
families t and I am persuaded that at this 
moment thousands of parents and children 
are reaping an abundant harvest from their 
labours. 

Alter bestowing this justly merited 
praise, it may appear somewhat ungracious 
to say any thing, which may seem to de-> 
tract from the value of their performances : 
and yet I have my doubts whether some 
inconvenience may not arise, both from the 
continually increasing number of th^e 
publications, and the style and nature of 
theircomposition. Scarcelyamonthpasses, 
without some addition being made to the 
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already abundant stock ; and it is easy to 
perceive that invention is somewhat tor-r 
tared to find any thing in the shape of 
novelty. The result is what might be na- 
turally expected. Many of the recent per- 
formances are considerably inferior to those 
which first appeared : the reader feels a 
diminished interest in what is put into his 
hands ; and there is some danger of the 
most valuable of these publications-thus 
falling into discredit. 

But it is from the nature and style of 
these compositions that I anticipate the 
principal mischief. For the sake of illus- 
trating principles, and giving the weight of 
facts to lessons on virtue and viee^imaginary 
characters are introduced with great effect : 
and no doubt make a more lasting im- 
pression on the mind and memory, thau 
abstract rules and dry lectures upon morals. 
But there is some danger even in this. 
Imaginary characters seldom bear an exact 
resemblance to real life. They are generally 
highly wrought, and wound up to a pitch 
of excellence or depravity which have rarely 
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any counterpart in fact. Hence, real oc- 
jcurrences make a feebler impression than 
they would have done, from their falling 
short of what we had previously read in 
books : ordinary virtue passes as of little 
wofth; and common suffering produces 
scjarcelyany sympathy. Thefeelings,haying 
been frequently and powerfully excited, re- 
quire a continually increasing stimulus to 
keep up their tone ; and from the difficulty 
of obtaining this, the mind at length sinks 
into listless apathy, from which the cus- 
tomaiy events of life are incapable of 
arousing it. A habit alsp is acquired of 
xyverstating facts, in order to excite interest. 
Perceiving that what appeared important 
to ourselves excites but little attention in 
others, we are tempted to set things out 
with a false colouring, and give them an 
appearance, with which the facts themselves 
have scarcely any correspondence. Every 
person, who pays a scrupulous regard to 
truth, has often been exceedingly distressed 
at hearing statements, which he is sure are 
any thing but correct ; and it is not un- 
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.reasonable to suppose that this itiattention 
to strict veracity may foe owing, at least in 
party to the circumstance on which I am 
animadverting. 

There is also so close an affinity between 
works of this nature, and the common class 
of novels, that there is some danger of glid- 
ing imperceptibly from one to the other; 
and thus acquiring a taste for those perni- 
cious publications, which have poisoned the 
minds, and corrupted the hearts of so 
many of our youths. 

It will not have escaped the notice of 
many of my readers that among many pro- 
fessing Christians, a sort of sentimentalism 
has usurped the place of experimental re- 
ligion* The sober views and feelings, which 
the facts of our case, and the nature of the 
gospel, might be supposed to occasion, are 
supeii^ed by sensations of a more exquisite 
and inexplicable nature, and by undefined 
and romantic notions of imaginary excel- 
lence and enjoyments. May not this evil 
also have some connexion with the writings 
which we are now considering ? 
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On no subject is it more dangerous to* 
let loose the imagination than on religion. 
ESveiy thing connected with spiritual sub- 
jects and the future state, is matter of pure 
revelation : and we cannot advance a step, 
with safety, without her guide. Now it 
seldom happens that he leads us beyond 
the statement of certain truths, which are 
necessary for our instruction, or warning, 
or comfort ; and on which, from the rery 
nature of things, there must rest some de- 
gree of obscurity. Our inquisitive minds 
are not easily reconciled to tliis limited in- 
formaticm and uncertainty. We wish to 
pry more minutely into things ; and send 
imagination into the illimitable field of pos- 
sibilities, from which it brings back innu- 
merable crude and extravagant notions. It 
is the business of a sound and chastised 
judgment to repress these vain excursions, 
and this pernicious curiosity ; and strictly 
to confine the thoughts to the prescribed 
limits of revelation ; and it is with almost 
inconceivable difficulty that this control 
is effectually exercised. Hence, whatever 
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fldds a stimulus to imagination, in matters 
of religion, does, in fact, counteract the 
salutary efforts of reason and a sound miad 
to repress it ; and tends to convert the re- 
ligion of the gospel into the wild reveries 
of fanaticism. May not then the publica- 
tions in question have a tendency to foster 
the imaginative faculty; and to induce a 
train of evils arising from the predominancy 
of fancy over reason and revelation ? 

But these reflections have led me into a 
length of discussion which I did not antici- 
pate ; and it is more than time that I return 
to the immediate subject of this memoir. 

I was drawn into these remarks by stating 
that my beloved daughter was inclined to 
indulge in reading the productions of some 
of the modern schoolof poetry and fiction, 
beyond the limit which she afterwards 
thought to be safe: but I should do her 
memory great injustice, if I were to omit 
stating that her principal reading was of a 
religious character. She had studied va- 
rious treatises on the evidences of religion ; 
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and had read several histories of the Chris- 
tian church. The works of some of our 
ablest divines were familiar to her ; and she 
had made herself acquainted with some ol 
the common subjects of controversy between 
Christians of different denominations. Sa- 
cred biography was a topic of peculiar in- 
terest, and she read with avidity whatever 
of this kind fell in her way. But her con- 
stant companion was the Holy Scriptures. 
A considers^ble part of it was committed to 
memory; and she could repeat by heart a 
great part of the Psalms. The marks she 
has placed against different passages of this 
blessed book, plainly indicate that her 
daily perusal of it was not a mere form. 
Not only did she notice those parts, which 
are most beautiful for their poetry, and 
most sublime in description ; but more es- 
pecially such as relate to fundamental doc- 
trines, important duties, and encouraging 
promises. Whatever set forth the value of 
the soul ; the nature of salvation ; the evil 
of sin ; the necessity of hoUness ; the pro- 
ibise of pardon ; and the work of the Holy 
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with them, to bring even ** little children 
to Christ, that he may bless them ;" well 
knowing that if they can enlist them early 
under the banner of the cross, they will, 
in all probability, " continue his faithful 
followers and soldiers unto their life's end." 
They dwell largely on the value of the 
soul ; the danger of losing it ; and the 
constant diligence necessary to secure its 
welfare. They urge the necessity of a re- 
ligion, which engages the affections, on the 
ground that a father can be satisfied with 
nothing less than the heart; and that no 
homage of the tongue, or prostration of the 
body, can impose upon Him, whose eye 
penetrates the secrets of the breast, and 
before whom, " all things are naked and 
open." This, and this only, they know 
will operate as forcibly in solitude and 
darkness, as in the clear and open face of 
day ; and when tempted to the commission 
of secret sin, will induce them to ask, " How 
can I do this great wickedness, and sin 
against God ?" Whilst they avail them- 
selves of every proper motive to excite holy 
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tempers and virtttoas conduct, they place 
their chief dependence on those which are 
drawn fiom the cross : and by exhibiting 
the character of the blessed Redeemer in 
all its kindness, condescension^ and mercy, 
lliey attach the heart to him/ and render 
him the supreme object of their affections. 
In this system every thiag is placed and 
retained in its proper situation : Christ is 
made the centre of it ; and he attracts, and 
enlightens, and beautifies, and animates, 
and fructifies every part of it. There is 
nothing removed from its influence ; and 
every thing acknowledges him, as " Head 
over all, and blessed for ever." In this way 
characters are formed, which confer bless- 
ings on men, and bring glory to God. 
Let their numbers be increased, and " the 
wilderness and soHtary place shall be glad 
for them : and the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom as the rose." They are '* the salt 
of the earth ;" and*' the light of the world ;" 
and bring down upon it, the blessing of 
heaven. ^ 

This system of education, I am happy to 
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with them, to bring even *' little children 
to Christ, that he may bless them ;" well 
knowing that if they can enlist them early 
under the banner of the cross, they will, 
in all probability, " continue his faithful 
followers and soldiers unto their life's end." 
They dwell largely on the value of the 
soul ; the danger of losing it ; and the 
constant diligence necessary to secure its 
welfare. They urge the necessity of a re- 
ligion, which engages the affections, on the 
ground that a father can be satisfied with 
nothing less than the heart ; and that no 
homage of the tongue, or prostration of the 
body, can impose upon Him, whose eye 
penetrates the secrets of the breast, and 
before whom, " all things are naked and 
open.'' This, and this only, they know 
will operate as forcibly in solitude and 
darkness, as in the clear and open face of 
day ; and when tempted to the commission 
of secret sin, will induce them to ask, " How 
can I do this great wickedness, and sin 
against God ?" Whilst they avail them- 
selves of every proper motive to excite holy 
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tempers and virtuous conduct, they place 
their chief dependence on those which are 
drawn fiom the cross : and by exhibiting 
the character of the Uessed Redeemer in 
all its kindness, condescension^ and mercy, 
they attach the heart to him, and render 
him the supreme object of their affections. 
In this system every thing is placed and 
retained in its proper situation : Christ is 
made the centre of it ; and he attracts, and 
enlightens, and beautifies, and animates, 
and fructifies every part of it. There is 
nothing removed from its influence ; and 
every thing acknowledges him, as *' Head 
over all, and blessed for ever." In this way 
characters are formed, which confer bless- 
ings on men, and bring glory to Gk)d. 
Let their numbers be increased, and ** the 
wilderness and solitary place shall be glad 
for them : and the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom as the rose." They are " the salt 
of the earth;'' and'^thelightof the world ;" 
and bring down upon it, the blessing of 
heaven. ^ 

This system of education, I am happy to 
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with them, to bring even *' little children 
to Christ, that he may bless them ;" well 
knowing that if they can enlist them early 
under the banner of the cross, they will, 
in all probability, " continue his faithful 
followers and soldiers unto their life's end." 
They dwell largely on the value of the 
soul ; the danger of losing it ; and the 
constant diligence necessary to secure its 
welfare. They urge the necessity of a re- 
ligion, which engages the affections, on the 
around that a father can be satisfied with 
nothing less than the heart ; and that no 
homage of the tongue, or prostration of the 
body, can impose upon Him, whose eye 
penetrates the secrets of the breast, and 
before whom, 'Vail things are naked and 
open.'* This, and this only, they know 
will operate as forcibly in solitude and 
darkness, as in the clear and open face of 
day ; and when tempted to the commission 
of secret sin, will induce them to ask, " How 
can I do this great wickedness, and sin 
against God?" Whilst they avail them- 
selves of every proper motive to excite holy 
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tempers and virtaoas conduct, they place 
their chief dependence on those which are 
drawn from the cross : and by exhibiting 
the character of the blessed Redeemer in 
all its kindness, condescension^ and mercy, 
they attach the heart to him/ and render 
him the supreme object of their affections. 
In this system every thi«g is placed and 
retained in its proper situation : Christ is 
made the centre of it ; and he attracts, and 
enlightens, and beautifies, and animates, 
and fructifies every part of it. There is 
nothing removed from its influence ; and 
every thing acknowledges him, as *' Head 
over all, and blessed for ever." In this way 
characters are formed, which confer bless- 
ings on men, and bring glory to God. 
Let their numbers be increased, and " the 
wilderness and solitary place shall be glad 
for them : and the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom as the rose." They are " the salt 
of the earth ;" and'^the lightof the world ;" 
and bring down upon it, the blessing of 
heaven. ^ 

This system of education, I am happy to 
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observe, has been advocated and supported 
by numbers of individuals of both sexes, 
and of the first order of talents : and it 
affords me a sincere pleasure to have an 
opportunity of oflFering my tribute of re- 
spect to those numerous females, who have 
brought their excellent abilities to bear oti 
the best interests of the rising generation. 
It is impossible to mention the names of 
More, and Trimmer, and Sherwood, and 
Taylor, and several others, without as* 
sociating with them a wide diffusion of 
Christian principles ; a large increase of do- 
mestic happiness ; and much of that active 
zeal which has been recently displayed, and 
especially by females, in support of the great 
institutions, which are spreading through- 
out the world the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour, They have smoothed the- 
rugged course of education by their appro- 
priate and lucid elementary books. They 
have furnished us with the best materials, 
embellished with all the ornaments and at- 
tractions which the subjects will admit, for 
storing the memory, and forming the cha- 
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racter of our youth; and they hare il- 
lustrated their precepts by such a variety 
of interesting examples, that they can 
scarcely fail to make an indelible impres- 
sion, wherever they are read. It is not 
easy to conceive any thing more sound in 
doctrine, more pure in morals^ more rich in 
variety, more perfect in execution, or more 
beautifiil and elegant in form, than the 
fibrary, with which their united efforts 
have supplied the younger branches of otir 
families t and I am persuaded that at this 
moment thousands of parents and children 
are reaping an abundant harvest from their 
labours* 

After bestowing this justly merited 
praise, it may appear somewhat ungracious 
to say any thing, which may seem to de- 
tract from the value of their performances : 
and yet I have my doubts whether some 
inconv^ence may not arise, both from the 
continually increasing number of these 
publications, and the style and nature of 
theircomposition. Scarcely a month passes, 
without some addition being made to the 
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already abundant stock ; and it is easy to 
perceive that invention is somewhat tor-r 
tured to find any thing in the shape of 
novelty. The result is what might be na- 
turally expected. Many of the recent per* 
formances are considerably inferior to those 
which first appeared : the reader feels a 
diminished interest in what is put into his 
hands ; and there is some danger of the 
most valuable of these publications "thua 
falling into discredit. 

But it is from the nature and style of 
these compositions that I anticipate the 
principal mischief. For the sake of illus- 
trating principles, and giving the weight of 
facts to lessons on virtue and vice^imaginary 
characters are introduced with great effect : 
and no doubt make a more lasting im- 
pression on the mind and memory, than 
abstract rules and dry lectures upon morals. 
But there is some danger even in this. 
Imaginary characters seldom bear an exact 
resemblance to real life. They are generally 
highly wrought, and wound up to a pitch 
of excellence or depravity which have rarely 



d by Google 



PARENTAL AFFECTION. 56 

any counterpart in fact. Hence^ real oc- 
jcurrenqes make a feebler impression thaa 
they would have done, from their falling 
short of what we had previously read in 
books : ordinary virtue passes as of little 
worth; and common suffering produces 
scarcely anysympathy.Thefeelings,haying 
been frequently and powerfully excited, re- 
quire a continually increasing stimulus to 
keep up their tone ; and from the difficulty 
of obtaining this, the mind at length sinks 
into listless apathy, from which the cus- 
tomaiy events of life are incapable of 
arousing it. A habit aisp is acquired of 
lyverstating facts, in order to excite interest. 
Perceiving that what appeared important 
to ourselves excites but little attention in 
others, we are tempted to set things out 
with a false colouring, and give them an 
appearance, with which the facts themselves 
have scarcely any correspondence. Every 
person, who pays a scrupulous regard to 
truth, has often been exceedingly distressed 
at hearing statements, which he is sure are 
any thing but correct ; and it is not un- 
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.reasonable to suppose that this iiiattention 
to strict veracity may be owing, at least in 
part, to the circumstance cm which I am 
animadverting. 

There is also so close an aflSnity between 
works of this nature, and the common clasfi 
of novels, that there is some danger of glid- 
ing imperceptibly from one to the other; 
and thus acquiring a taste for those pemi- 
cious publications, which have poisoned the 
minds, and corrupted the hearts of so 
many of our youths. 

It will not have escaped the notice of 
manyofmyrea(|ers that among many pro- 
fessing Christians, a sort of sentimentalism 
has usurped the place of experimental re- 
ligion. The sober views and feelings, which 
the facts of our case, and the nature of the 
gospel, might be supposed to occasion, are 
superceded by sensations of a more exquisite 
and inexplicable nature, and by undefined 
and romantic notions of imaginary excel- 
lence and enjoyments. May not this evil 
also have some connexion with the writings 
which we are now considering ? 
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On no subject is it more dangerous to- 
let loose the imagination than on religion. 
Erery thing connected with spiritual sub- 
jects and the future state, is matter of pure 
revelation : and we cannot advance a step, 
with safety, without her guide. Now it 
seldom happens that he leads us beyond 
the statement of certain truths, which are 
necessary for our instruction, or warning, 
or comfort; and on whioh^ from the very 
nature of things, there must rest some de- 
gree of obscurity. Our inquisitive minds 
are not easily reconciled to this limited in- 
formatimi and uncertainty. We wish to 
pry more minutely into things ; and send 
imagination into the illimitable field of pos- 
sibilities, from which it brings back innu- 
merable crude and extravagant notions. It 
is the business of a sound and chastised 
judgment to repress these vain excursions> 
and this pernicious curiosity ; and strictly 
to confine the thoughts to the prescribed 
limits of revelation ; and it is with almost 
inconceivable difficulty that this control 
is effectually exercised. Hence, whatever 
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udds a stimulus to imagination, in matters 
of religion, does, in fact, counteract the 
salutary efforts of reason and a sound mind 
to repress it ; and tends to convert the re- 
ligion of the gospel into the wild reveries 
of fanaticism. May not then the publica- 
tions in question have a tendency to foster 
the imaginative faculty; and to induce a 
train of evils cirising from the predominancy 
of fency over reason and revelation ? 

But these reflections have led me into a 
length of discussion which I did not antici- 
pate; and it is more than time that I return 
to the immediate subject of this memoir. 

I was drawn into these remarks by stating 
that my beloved daughter was inclined to 
indulge in reading the productions of some 
of the modern schoolof poetry and fiction, 
beyond the limit which she afterwards 
thought to be safe: but I should do her 
memory great injustice, if I were to omit 
stating that her principal reading was of a 
religious character. She had studied va- 
rious treatises on the evidences of religion ; 
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and had read several histories of the Chris- 
tian church. The works of some of oar 
ablest divines were familiar to her ; and she 
had made herself acquainted with some of 
the common subjects of controversy between 
Christians of different denominations. Sa- 
cred biography was a topic of peculiar in- 
terest^ and she read with avidity whatever 
of this kind fell in her way. But her con- 
stant companion was the Holy Scriptures. 
A considers^ble part of it was committed to 
memory ; and she could repeat by heart a 
great part of the Psalms. The marks she 
has placed against different passages of this 
blessed book^ plainly indicate that her 
daily perusal of it was not a mere form. 
Not only did she notice those parts, which 
are most beautiful for their poetry, and 
most sublime in description ; but more ei^- 
pecially such as relate to fundamental doc- 
trines, important duties, and encouraging 
promises. Whatever set forth the value of 
the soul ; the nature of salvation ; the evil 
of sin ; the necessity of holiness ; the pro- 
ittse of pardon ; and the work of the Holy 
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Spirit; inyariably arrested her attention^ 
and received her mack for future medita- 
tion: and very few persons, I believe, had 
a memory better stored with the most beau* 
tiful and interesting passages of holy writ. 
The book which she seemed to prize next 
to the Bible, t?as Dr.Doddridge's ** Rise and 
Progress of Religion in the Soul/' This, 
like her Bible, exhibits numerous marks of 
her minute attention to its directions. Those 
passages especially^ which enforce a clos^ 
self*examination as to the effects of religion 
on the affections, temper, and predominant 
habitsof life,wereconstantlybeforeher; and 
were noted, as requiring the most serious 
consideration. The effect of this diligence 
was visible in her whole deportment. Her 
naturally somewhat hasty and susceptible 
mind was, at lei^^i so effectually subdued, 
that she was seldom off her guard, or hurried 
into any inadvertent expression. \V^hen 
this was the case^ she soon recovered herself, 
and was deeply grieved at her infirmity. 
Children, it is well known, are often care* 
less in learning their lessons, and are with 
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difficulty brought to pay attention to their 
teachers, particularly where paternal au« 
thority is not immediately at hand to en- 
force obedience. Formerly she had shown 
considerable uneasiness with her youngest 
brother on these accounts; but so com- 
pletely had she gained the ascendency over 
this irritability of temper, that, during the 
last twelve months, she never once betrayed 
any thing like impatience ; but met every 
discouragement with calmness and com- 
posure. 

Those passages also in this her favourite 
devotional author, which relate to the un- 
certainty of life, the suddenness of death, 
and the importance of being in constant 
readiness to meet the " King of terrors," 
were rendered prominent by double strokes 
of her pencil. I believe indeed that few 
days passdd without serious thoughts on 
these most important subjects, for they were 
ever uppermost in her mind. She always 
had a peculiar dread of death ; and she one 
day said to her mother, after telling her of 
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the confident hopes of a blessed immor- 
tality, which one of her most valued female 
friends had just expressed, " I think I 
shall all my life long be in bondage through 
fear of death." Whenever she heard of 
the happy departure of an eminent Chris- 
tian, she seemed almost to envy his victory 
oVer death ; and expressed her fears that 
this would never be her privilege. 

Besides this invaluable treatise of Dr. 
Doddridge, there were many other books of 
a devotional kind, which she took delight 
in reading. She had a large assortment of 
psalms and hymns, composed or selected by 
various authors ; and many of the most 
beautiful in poetry, and excellent in Chris- 
tian sentiment, she had committed to me* 
mory. Here also, as well as in the books 
just referred to, are found indications of 
the predominant feelings and state of her 
mind. Such hymns as set forth the cor- 
ruption of the human heart; the dreadful 
nature of sin ; the necessity of holiness ; the 
forgiveness of sin ; and the influences of the 
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Holy Spirit, were those on which she evi- 
dently dwelt with most interest, as they 
received the mark of her pencil. 

If we had no other proofs of the pious 
turn of our beloved daughter's mind than 
those already recorded ; yet these, taken in 
connexion with our intimate acquaintance 
with her Christian habits and tempers ; her 
conscientious discharge of religious duties ; 
her reverence of sacred things ; her delight 
in the society of eminent Christians ; and 
her active endeavours to do good among 
the poor, would aflPord great consolation as 
to her present happy state : but it ought to 
excite more thankfulness than, at present, 
I fear we are capable of manifesting, that 
we have much additional evidence of her 
being a truly Christian character. 

I know not that, at a very early age, she 
gave more than ordinary indications of a 
mind affected by religious truths. She was, 
as I have observed, vivacious, fond of play, 
and delighted with the society of her young 
friends : at the same time, she was remark- 
able for her filial affection, and readiness to 
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make almost any sacrifice to render those 
around her happy. Every opportunity 
had been taken to instil the principles of 
Christian piety into her infant mind : and 
the first appearance of what was wrong was 
carefully watched and corrected. On this 
subject, it is only allowed me to say — what 
I should hope is common with all Christian 
parents — that a constant vigilance was exer- 
cised over indications of character : serious 
things, at suitable times, were affectionately- 
urged ; the memory was stored with the 
most important elementary knowledge ; 
truth was most inviolably attended to ; a 
due observation of the Sabbath was striptly 
enforced, though rendered as cheerful as 
the nature of reUgious duties would admit ; 
and parental authority, though exercised 
with as light a hand as was practicable, 
was uniformly maintained. These means 
of forming the infant character of our be- 
loved danghter were, at times, watered 
with our tears, and constantly seconded by 
our earnest prayers for a divine blessing. 
And I wish here to record my firm per- 
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suasion, founded not only on the connexion 
between cause and effect, and the declara- ' 
tions contained in the Scriptures ; but on 
a considerable experience in educating 
yoatb, and a long attention to what is 
passing in the religious world, that the fu- 
ture life and character of most persons may 
be traced to the manner of their being 
brought up. I say, most persons, for I am 
aware that this rule, like all others, admits 
of exceptions : but I have scarcely ever had 
an intimate acquaintance with the interior 
of a family, without being able, pretty cor- 
rectly, to divine in what manner the young 
inmates of it would turn out. The temper 
and conduct of parents ; their exercise or 
neglect of an affectionate, but steady autho- 
rity, — an authority, which was never for a 
moment allowed to be slighted or disputed : 
their vigilant observance or disregard of 
symptoms of character, as they gradually 
showed themselves : the assiduous attention 
of mothers, to all the little cares and wants 
of their infants ; or their surrendering them 
chiefly to the superintendence of others : 
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their solemn, but aiSectionate instructions* 
accompanied at times with tears ; or their 
slight inculcation of moral duties, and • ap- 
parent indifference to the manner in which 
they are received: these, and similar things^ 
will give an indelible stamp of character, 
and lay the foundation of future happiness 
or misery. No ground pays better for cul- 
tivation than that of the infant mind, both 
as it respects the quality and quantity of 
fruit ; and it as seldom occurs in the moral 
as in the natural world, that the reasonable 
expectations of a harvest are disappointed, 
where proper means had been employed to 
secure it. In a few cases it has happened 
that the soil has been duly prepared, the 
best seed has been sown, and the weeds 
have been carefully cleared away ; and yet 
the labour of the husbandman has been 
frustrated : the refreshing rains did not 
fall ; or the invigorating rays of the sun 
were not shed; or a mildew, or blight^ 
withered the fruit ; but this is the excerp- 
tion, not the customary order of things : 
the covenant still holds good, that *' there 
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shall be snmmer and winter^ seed-time and 
harvest^ while the earth remaineth.'^ No 
man, however, expects to reap the fruits of 
the earthy who has neglected the proper 
seed-time ; much less does he hope to ** ga- 
ther grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles/' 
Yet such absurd expectations are not un- 
frequently formed in the neglect of alt 
moral culture. The ground lies fallow: 
the most pemiciona seeds are under its sur- 
face ; the seed-time is utterly disregarded ; 
or if a handful of com be now and then 
scattered, no prayers bring down the dews 
of heaven to moisten, nor the beams of the 
Sun of Righteousness to quicken the little 
and defective seed that is sown ; the weeds 
are suffered to luxuriate and choke the 
early blade ; and yet — bitter disappoint- 
ment is felt that no crop grows ! and no 
harvest is reaped ! I have often thought 
that, if the same good sense were shown 
in the cultivation of the infant mind, as the 
husbandman discovers in the management 
of his farm, it would be as rare an event to 
see a total failure in the former, as in the 
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latter. God " honours those who honour 
him;" — and every where it will be seen^ 
t^at ^^ the hand of the diligent maketh 
rich." 

At an early age my daughter was placed 
in a respectable ladies' school at Brighton : 
but so strong were her attachments to 
home^ that I believe she was far from being 
happy in the new circumstances in which 
she found herself. Her agitation, I have 
since learned, on receiving the first letter 
from me, was so great, that she held it for 
some time in her hand in a state of stupor, 
and then burst into a flood of tears. The 
first unfavourable impressions of school 
were never afterwartls completely worn 
away ; and though her excellent governess 
showed her much kindness, I found the 
return to Brighton, after every vacation, 
was so painful, that I removed her at length 
to Kensington Square, a much shorter dis- 
tance from home ; and on that, as well as 
some other accounts, more accordant with 
our mutual wishes. Change of situation. 
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increase of years^ and greater firmness of 
mind^ rendered her future continuance at 
school far less disagreeable than it had been 
before ; but still, her affections were so en- 
tirely domestic, that I believe she always 
considered her absence from home as a ne* 
cessary evil, which it was her duty to beat 
with as much fortitude and composure as 
she could acquire. Had it been as much a 
matter of choice, as it was of necessity, I 
believe that these separations, so painful to 
both parties, would never have taken place : 
but my own scholastic engagements ut- 
terly precluded her being kept at .home. 
And it' is in this way, I presume, that the 
general question, as to the expediency of 
sending daughters from home, to receive 
their education, usually resolves itself. It 
is not so much an affair of comparative ad- 
vantages and disadvantages, as it is of im- 
perious circumstances ; and against these 
it is in vain to contend* 

It was to the pious and affectionate, but 
firm and prudent management of her excel- 
lent governess, that I attribute, underOod, 
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much of the character for which she was 
afterwards distinguished. Early impres- 
sions of the best nature had undoubtedly 
been previously made^ and the good seed 
had taken some root ; but as yet nothing 
decisive of character had taken place. The 
Blind was flexible; evil tendencies were 
strong; and pious habits were yet un- 
formed. Much depended on the individual 
towh(»nshe was now to look, not* only for 
instruction, but example, whether her pre- 
vious impressions should be deepened and 
become permanent ; or whether they should 
be entirely effaced : whether the seed should 
produce fruit, or be choked with weeds ; 
and happy was it, both for our beloved 
daughter and ourselves, that we had not 
mistaken the character to whom we had in- 
trusted her education* The instructions 
of her early infancy were ably seconded ; 
and an example as amiable as it was cor- 
rect, and as prudent as it was Christian, 
was constantly before her. The result was 
such as might be anticipated : the suitable 
means bad bec»i employed, in hope of God's 
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Uessing upon them, and that blessing was 
abundantly bestowed . Our dear daughter 
was at length restored to the bosom of her 
family^ to our mutual joy^ not only with a 
mind well stored with the most useful and 
ornamental elementary knowledge, which 
was a matter of great importance; but, 
what was paramount to every thing else, 
with a heart duly a£Pected towards God, 
and religious truth ; prepared to advance 
to higher attainmaits in the divine life, and 
ready to take an active part in promoting 
whatever might bring glory to God, or 
good to man. 

It affords me a h%h gratification to add, 
that a mutual esteem and affection ever 
afterwards subsisted between my beloved 
daughter andMi8.Bowden(forthi8wasthe 
name which her governess. Miss Hance, 
afterwards acquired by marriage ;) and a 
correspondenoe was kept up between them 
to the last : nor was it a little affecting to 
us, that, after more than a year's interrup- 
tion to their letters, one from Mrs. Bowden, 
writt^i, it should seem, about the time 
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when the spirit of my dear daughter was 
quitting its earthly tenement, arrived at 
Chobham^ when she lay a corpse in her 
chamber. Her mother and myself had 
that morning been talking over the events 
of her life, and endeavouring to fix on the 
particular periods of it when her mind 
seemed to have received its strongest im- 
pressions of religious truth, and the most 
decided bias to a Christian course : and we 
dwelt, with peculiar thankfulness, on that 
pqrtion of her time which she had spent 
with this lady. At the reception of this 
letter I need not say that the fountain of 
our tears was again opened. We said to 
each other, O, how delighted would our 
dear Hannah have been, had she been per- 
mitted to receive this renewed token of the 
affectionate remembrance of one, whom she 
never thought of but with the kindest re- 
collections ; and never mentioned but with 
the greatest respect. In one part of this 
interesting letter, Mrs. Bowden observes, 
*' Our knowledge of each other is a hnk in 
Providence, connected with so many others, 
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that a yery long chain will appear, in 
eternity^ to have depended on what, at the 
moment, was considered in the common 
coarse of our movements/' This beautiful 
sentiment was true to an extent of which 
the amiable writer had no idea at the time 
of expressing it ; for the seal of eternity 
was about to be fixed on an immortal 
beings whose destiny, humanly speaking, 
she had a principal hand in fixing ! what 
a fact for the consideration of all who are 
intrusted with the education of youth ! 

I could not avoid thus associating with 
this tribute of parental affection to my be- 
loved daughter, the name of a friend, who 
was so justly dear to her, and who had so 
intimate a concern in every thing which re- 
lated to her present and future well-being. 

Having brought my own scholastic en- 
gagements nearly to a close, I may, I trust, 
without impropriety, say a word on the im- 
portance of character and conduct in those 
who have the care of youth. A consider- 
able portion of knowledge is, of course, in- 
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• 

dispensable ; and an exterior deportment^ 
corresponding with the manners of the 
times^ is not without its value. But there 
are many qualities, i^uisite for the dish 
charge of this important office, of a higher 
order than these ; and which are neither 
always possessed by those who excel in the 
former ; nor looked for by those who are in 
search of a suitable instructor and guardian 
for their children. One of these qualities 
is a quick perception of character : a pene- 
tration that discovers, at a glunce, the mo- 
tives of action: a mind that connects the 
apparently trivial and generally unheeded 
incidents of the day, with governing prin- 
ciples ; and ascertains the moral health or 
malady of the pupil^ by certain minute, but 
prevailing, tendencies. Some characters, 
it is true, are so distinctly marked, that a 
very cursory observer cannot mistakethem : 
but there are others of which it is hard to 
say what is the ruling passion ; or what di- 
rection it may eventually take : and yet 
upon the timely discovery of this may de- 
pend the most important and permanent 
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results. An erroneous opinion of the in* 
diTidaal, or an improper treatment of his 
case, may lead to the most pernicious c<m- 
sequences ; and it often requires a peculiar 
tact, which may be more easily conceived 
than described, to make the correct and 
seasonable discovery. 

Another indispensable requisite in a 
tutor is, great firmness of mind, to enable 
him to adhere to prudent plans and fixed 
principles, without regarding apparent con* 
sequences. Few things require greater 
fortitude than an inflexible adherence to 
what had been previously determined to be 
proper: and yet, on this perseverance, the 
authority and respect which are essential to 
the proper management of a school mainly 
rest. The capriciousness of parents will be 
ever suggesting something fresh ; novelty 
is agreeable to the fickleness of youth ; un- 
expected incidents render the customary 
course inconvenient; and perpetual induce* 
ments to depart from the system, which the 
most satisfactory reasons had suggested, 
present themselves : but the moment a 
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tutor begins to waver in his purpose^ mis- 
chief will ensue ; his plans will be over- 
turned ; and confusion, as well as contempt 
of authority, must be the result. 

Nearly allied to this quality, is an impar- 
tial and even-handed treatment of all the 
individuals in his establishment. Temper, 
agreeableness of manners, station in life, 
talents, attainments, will each, in its turn» 
put in its claim for distinction ; and induce, 
if not carefully guarded against, a system 
of favouritism, than which few things can 
be more prejudicial to the minds of youth. 
Jealousy of the favoured pupil ; disgust of 
the tutor for his weakness and injustice; 
and dissatii^actionwith the whole system, 
must necessarily follow. It is impossible 
indeed to feel equal respect and affection 
for every one, however differing in disposi- 
tion and diligence ; but a prudent person 
will conceal, as much as possible^ his pre- 
ference : and if at any time it be proper to 
show it, he will take care to make it mani- 
fest that it is grounded on propriety ; and 
is not the result of caprice or injustice. 
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The greatest prudence is necessary in 
communicating religious instruction. It is 
much easier to excite disgust in the juvenile 
mind against the leading truths of the 
Gospel^ than to open the heart for their re- 
ception. The natural tendencies, it shojild 
be remembered, are hostile to them, be- 
cause they lay a restraint on the passions, 
and counteract their pursuit of pleasure. 
Everything, therefore, should be cautiously 
avoided, which could even remotely tend to 
angment this prejudice; No unnecessary 
restrictions should be imposed : there should 
be no unseasonable interruption of indif- 
ferent amusements : no harsh censures on 
a course of conduct in others, which may 
not perhaps be strictly correct, but the evil 
of which is not obvious, and which their 
previous bringing up has not prepared 
them to think improper. Care should be 
taken that nothing in the manners of the 
tutor should convey an idea of gloom or 
moroseness ; for all that is repulsive in him 
will be immediately transferred to his reli- 
gion. An extreme anxiety to see the fruit 
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of our pioQs labours^ niay» if not guarded 
against, induce an habit of continual admo- 
nition^ which never fails to excite irritation 
and disgust in the pupil. Some excellent 
tutors protract, to an undue length, their 
devotional exercises; and thus, not only 
exhaust the attention of those who are well 
affected towards religion, but prevent any 
attention at all in those that are indifferent 
about it ; and excite disgust in such as are 
ill affected towards it: whilst, on the other 
hand, something brief and pointed in the 
exposition of the Scriptures, and short and 
fervent in prayer, would, in all probability, 
deeply interest the first, gain the attention 
of the second, and divest the other of his 
prejudices. 

In censuring faults, too, extreme care is 
necessary, lest we confirm the very vices we 
wish to correct. The first object should be 
to gain the confidence of the individual, on 
whose conduct we have occasion to animad- 
vert ; and this may oftentimes be secured, 
by commencing with commendation of what 
is really laudable in him. He thus at once 
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peTceives that his faults have not blinded 
us to his better qualities ; and he is put 
into a proper temper to receive our admo* 
nition. Where unhappy prejudices are 
formed against the important peculiarities 
of the Gospel, the proper method of treat- 
ing them is by mildness and conciliation ; 
and the introduction of right sentiments, 
when the mind is least on its guard, and 
incapaUe of throwing itself into the atti- 
tude of defence. The best way of rooting 
out prejudices is to get hold of the affec- 
tions ; and when they are properly excited, 
to ply them with right principles: and I 
believe it. may be laid down as an invariable 
maxim, that prejudices may be undermined, 
but never stormed. 

I will only add, in conclusion, that in the 
infliction of punishment the tutor must 
never forget the respect which is due to 
himself. Corporal chastisement is seldom 
exereised without increasing the irritation 
of the tutor, as well as the resentment of 
the pupil ; and should therefore never be 
resorted to, but in very extraordinary emer- 
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gencies. Where vices are malignant and 
inveterate, the course to be adopted is ob- 
vious. Be the rank or station of the indi- 
vidual what it may, the sacrifice must be 
made; and the danger of infection pre- 
cluded, by the removal of the noxious cha- 
racter. Should it be urged against this 
decisive measure, that we thus cut off the 
unhappy youth from any chance of re- 
formation, it may be replied, that the ouly 
hope of amendment in him is in his being 
placed alone, with some judicious person, 
who will give him his undivided attention : 
but be this as it may, the tutor has no 
alternative : the excision must be made. 
He has other pupils ; and these must not 
be exposed to the danger of infection. He 
has no right to make experiments in the 
reformation of the profligate, when the con- 
sequence of failure may fall on those, who 
were committed to his charge, under the 
persuasion that no such dangerous experi- 
ments would ever be made. 

About the time of my beloved daughter's 
teaving Kensington-square, she was of a 
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proper age to receive confirmation ; and as 
«oon as an opportunity occurred, I directed 
her attention to the due preparation for it. 
Her mind was already stored with much 
religious knowledge; her temper, habits, 
and general conducts indicated that she was 
tinder the influence of Christian principles; 
and it was desirable that, by her own act, 
«he should make a solemn surrender of her- 
8^ to God, and pubUcIy devote herself to 
his service, i have every reason to believe 
that this was to her, as I well remember it 
was to myself, when nearly of the same 
age, one of the most important events of 
her life. She was diligent in the use of 
means for a suitable preparation for it, and 
was much impressed with the solemnity of 
the ceremony ; nor can I doubt that the 
blessing of God attended the performance 
of it. 

It is matter of deep regret that an ordi- 
nance of religion, so apostolic and venerable 
in its institution, and so admirably adapted 
tp awaken serious reflection in youth, and 
to fix their volatile thoughts on subjects of 
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when the spirit of my dear daughter was 
quitting its earthly tenement, arrived at 
Chobham^ when she lay a corpse in her 
chamber. Her mother and myself had 
that morning been talking over the events 
of her life> and endeavouring to fix on the 
particular periods of it when her mind 
seemed to have received its strongest im- 
pressions of religious truth, and the most 
decided bias to a Christian course : and we 
dwelt, with peculiar thankfulness, on that 
pqrtion of her time which she had spent 
with this lady. At the reception of this 
letter I need not say that the fountain of 
our tears was ^ain opened. We said to 
each other, O, how delighted would our 
dear Hannah have been, had she been per- 
mitted to receive this renewed token of the 
affectionate remembrance of one, whom she 
never thought of but with the kindest re- 
collections ; and never mentioned but with 
the greatest respect. In one part of this 
interesting letter, Mrs. Bowden observes, 
** Our knowledge of each other is a link in 
Providence, connected with so many others, 
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that a very long chain will appear, in 
eternity, to have depended on what, at the 
moment, was considered in the common 
course of our movements. " This beautiful 
sentiment was true to an extent of which 
the amiable writer had no idea at the time 
of expressing it ; for the seal of eternity 
was about to be fixed on an immortal 
being, whose destiny, humanly speaking, 
she had a principal hand in fixing ! what 
a fact for the consideration of all who are 
intrusted with the education of youth ! 

I could not avoid thus associating with 
this tribute of parental affection to my be- 
loved daughter, the name of a friend, who 
was so justly dear to her, and who had so 
intimate a concern in every thing which re- 
lated to her present and future well-being. 

Having brought my own scholastic en- 
gagements nearly to a close, I may, I trust, 
without impropriety, say a word on the im- 
portance of character and conduct in those 
who have the care of youth. A consider- 
able portion of knowledge is, of course, in- 
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that a very long chain will appear, in 
eternity, to have depended on what, at the 
moment, was considered in the common 
course of our movements." This beautiful 
sentiment was true to an extent of which 
the amiable writer had no idea at the time 
of expressing it ; for the seal of eternity 
was about to be fixed on an immortal 
being; whose destiny, humanly speaking, 
she had a principal hand in fixing ! what 
a fact for the consideration of all who are 
intrusted with the education of youth ! 

I could not avoid thus associating with 
this tribute of parental affection to my be- 
loved daughter, the name of a friend, who 
was so justly dear to her, and who had so 
intimate a concern in every thing which re- 
lated to her present and future well-being. 

Having brought my own scholastic en- 
gagements nearly to a close, I may, I trust, 
without impropriety, say a word on the im- 
portance of character and conduct in those 
who have the care of youth. A consider- 
able portion of knowledge is, of course, in- 
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that a very long chain will appear, in 
eternity, to have depended on what, at the 
moment, was considered in the common 
course of our movements." This beautiful 
sentiment was true to an extent of which 
the amiable writer had no idea at the time 
of expressing it ; for the seal of eternity 
was about to be fixed on an immortal 
beings whose destiny, humanly speaking, 
she had a principal hand in fixing ! what 
a fact for the consideration of all who are 
intrusted with the education of youth ! 

I could not avoid thus associating with 
this tribute of parental affection to my be- 
loved daughter, the name of a friend, who 
was so justly dear to her, and who had so 
intimate a concern in every thing which re- 
lated to her present and future well-being. 

Having brought my own scholastic en- 
gagements nearly to a close, I may, I trust, 
without impropriety, say a word on the im- 
portance of character and conduct in those 
who have the care of youth. A consider- 
able portion of knowledge is, of course, in- 
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of our pious labours, may, if not guarded 
against, induce an habit of continual admo- 
nition, which never fails to excite irritation 
and disgust in the pupil. Some excellent 
tutors protract, to an undue length, their 
devotional exercises; and thus, not only 
exhaust the attention of those who are well 
affected towards religion, but prevent any 
attention at all in those that are indifferent 
about it ; and excite disgust in such as are 
ill affected towards it : whilst, on the other 
hand, something brief and pointed in the 
exposition of the Scriptures, and short and 
fervent in prayer, would, in all probability, 
deeply interest the first, gain the attention 
of the second, and divest the other of his 
prejudices. 

In censuring faults, too, extreme care is 
necessary, lest we confirm the very vices we 
wish to correct. The first object should be 
to gain the confidence of the individual, on 
whose conduct we have occasion to animad- 
vert ; and this may oftentimes be secured, 
by commencing with commendation of what 
is really laudable in him. He thus at once 
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perceives that his faults have not blinded 
us to his better qualities ; and he is put 
into a proper temper to receive our admo- 
nition* Where unhappy prejudices are 
formed against the important peculiarities 
of the Gospel, the proper method of treat* 
ing them is by mildness and conciliation ; 
and the introduction of right sentiments, 
when the mind is least on its guard, and 
incapable of throwing itself into the atti- 
tude of defence. The best way of rooting 
out prejudices is to get hold of the affec- 
tions ; and when they are properly excited, 
to ply them with right principles : and I 
believe it. may be laid down as an invariable 
maxim^ that prejudices may be undermined, 
but never stormed. 

I will only add, in conclusion, that in the 
infliction of punishment the tutor must 
never forget the respect which is due to 
himself. Corporal chastisement is seldom 
exercised without increasing the irritation 
of the tutor, as well as the resentment of 
the pupil ; and should therefi^e never be 
resorted to, but in very extraordinary emer- 
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maxim, that prejudices may be undermined, 
but never stormed. 

I will only add, in conclusion, that in the 
infliction of punishment the tutor must 
never forget the respect which is due to 
himself. Corporal chastisement is seldom 
exercised without increasing the irritation 
of the tutor, as well as the resentment of 
the pupil ; and should therefore never be 
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perceives Ibat his faults have not bUiided 
US to his better qualities ; and he is put 
into a proper temper to receive our admo- 
nition* Where unhappy prejudices arc 
formed against the important peculiarities 
of the Gospel, the proper method of treat* 
ing them is by mildness and conciliation ; 
and the introduction of right sentiments, 
when the mind is least on its guard, and 
incapable of throwing itself into the atti- 
tude of defence. The best way of rooting 
out prejudices is to get hold of the affec- 
tions ; and when they are properly excited, 
to ply them with right principles : and I 
believe it^ may be laid down as an invariable 
maxim, that prejudices may be undermined, 
but never stormed. 

I will only add, in conclusion, that in the 
infliction of punishment the tutor must 
never forget the respect which is due to 
himself. Corporal chastisement is seldom 
exercised without increasing the irritation 
of the tutor, as well as the resentment of 
the pupil ; and should therefi^e never be 
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covering ground for repining under the 
most enviable circumstances, she could ge- 
nerally find some cause for cheerfulness in 
those that were by no means inviting. Dis- 
appointment never rendered her sullen and 
unconversable. The wetness of a day, 
which thwarted a favourite plan, never dis- 
composed her: she would join, indeed, with 
her friends, and say, '' what a disagreeable 
day it is !" but she never suffered the day 
to make her disagreeable ; she would, on 
the contrary, rather summon all her powers 
to disperse the gloom it seemed to bring 
along with it, by being more than ordinarily 
cheerful in herself. I am aware, indeed, 
that these are minute things ; but still they 
are characteristic ; and I trust I may be 
indulged a little, if, with a heart still bleed- 
ing at the loss of this beloved daughter, I 
linger on those excellences of her disposi- 
tion that made her so dear to ourselves. 

One of the objects I had in view, in this 
summer excursion, was, to pay a visit to 
some of those places which had been the 
scene of my juvenile pleasures, and early 
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edueation : and it singularly fell out that, 
on the first Sunday of my absence from 
home, I preached, in the church of my na« 
tive village, in Nottinghamshire ; on the 
second, in the place where I spent the most 
years of my scholastic education, in Derby- 
shire ; and the third, in the parish in Lin- 
colnshire, to which I was ordained as a 
minister. Whilst we were spending our 
time at Matlock, I took my daughter over 
to Ashover, a large and populous village 
about four miles distant : and here I met 
with an old school-fellow, who introduced 
me to the Rector. On my telling him that 
every part of that house, and those gardens 
and premises were, perhaps, as well known 
to me as to himself; and that I had spent 
many years under that roof, as a pupil to 
the Rev. Mr. Cursham, who had, more than 
thirty years ago, been curate of the parish, 
he kindly invited me to take his pulpit on 
the fdlowing Sunday. I confess this invita- 
tion fell in peculiarly with my feelings and 
wishes. The spot revived in me associations 
of the most affecting kind. It was in that 
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very house, and in the church which stood 
opposite, that I had received, if not my 
earliest, yet certainly my deepest and most 
permanent impressions of the value of the 
soul, and the necessity of securing, first, 
and above all things, its eternal salvation. 
In that house, I had poured out my heart 
with the deepest fervour before the throne 
of grace for the pardon of sin, and the re- 
newing of the mind ; and had, with many 
tears, offered up prayers, the fruit of which 
I was at this time enjoying. Scarcely was 
there a building, or a field in that vicinity, 
which did not speak to me, with a voice 
irresistibly touching. This spot reminded 
me, that I had joined myself to God, in 
an " everlasting covenant, never to be for- 
gotten :*' — that, that I had said, " if I do 
not remember Thee, let my tongue cleave 
to the roof of my mouth :" another, that I 
had met with such an individ ual,and warned 
-him to " flee from the wrath to come ;'' a 
fourth, that I had held delightful conversa- 
tion with an eminent christian ; and that 
" my heart burned within me, whilst he 
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spake about Jesus Christ, and opened to 
me the Scripture." The whole neighbour- 
hood» to me, was animated with beings in- 
visible and inaudible to any ears and eyes 
but mine, passing before me in rapid suc- 
cession ; and each, in its flight, leaving be- 
hind it some affecting memorial : and had 
jny hasty pacing from one spot to another ; 
— my sudden pauses ; and the motion of 
my lips, and the emotions of my heart, been 
noticed by any one, I must have appeared 
to him an extraordinary stranger. 

On the Sunday then, I repaired with my 
wife and daughter again to Ashover ; and 
there entered the church, under impressions 
-which it is impossible to forget. I had to 
proceed to the reading-desk (for I requested 
that I might perform the whole duty) 
through the pew, in which I had sat more 
than thirty years ago, eagerly listening to 
the extraordinary sermons delivered by my 
late revered Tutor. I say, extraordinary, 
— for there was in them a mixture of vehe*- 
ment zeal ; simple eloquence ; bold decla*r 
mation against vice ; awful warning of the 
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consequences of rejecting the Saviour ; and 
fearless courage in delivering his message, 
— almost approaching at times to daring 
the enemies of truths — ^and yet accompanied 
with such tenderness towards those, who 
discovered the least desire to be reconciled 
to God, and to embrace the salvation which 
is by faith in Christ Jesus, as I do not re« 
member to have since heard. On passing 
into the desk, I cast my eyes round the 
sacred edifice : — I recognized several faces, 
that still bore a semblance to what they 
were more than thirty years before, but 
who had now advanced from manhood to 
the vale of life ; — others, whom I had known 
when boys, but who had now passed, like 
myself, the prime of their days ; but a still 
larger portion of the audience were entirely 
unknown to me ; whilst I perceived the ab- 
sence of numbers, who had gone to give an 
account of themselves at that tribunal, to 
which my worthy tutor had so often chal- 
lenged them, — for I looked in vain for 
them in the pews, where I had been once 
accustomed to see tl^em. The very walls 
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of the church were calculated to awaken 
the most affeeting recollections; — ^for on 
thein^ were still extant and prominent, se* 
veral passages of Scripture, written in large 
Roman characters, with my own hand, and 
with the initials of my name, and the date 
of the year, at the comer of them. There 
•I read, in letters of extraordinary size, — 
*' Prepare to meet thy God ;" in another 
part, *' Forget not the assembling of your- 
selves together as the manner of some is ; — 
and so much the more as you see the day 
approaching :" — and over one of the doors, 
'• Consider what has been said ; and the 
Lord give thee understanding in all things :^ 
for being a better penman than most of my 
school-fellows, my excellent tutor had em- 
ployed me in this somewhat novel way of 
decorating the church. It will not be won- 
dered then, if, under such circumstances, 
my feelings were wrought to a somewhat 
higher pitch than ordinary ; and that, as I 
addressed my congregation only from notes, 
I took advantage of these circumstances ; 
and spoke with such an effect as they might 

h2 
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be expected to occasion . When I stated to 
the congregation, that it was within those 
sacred walls, that my own heart had been 
most powerfully impressed with the im- 
portance of the truths, which I had just 
been stating ; and that, though there were 
many things which I had, at that early 
period of my life, embraced as valuable antj 
true, which I had since seen reason to re- 
ject as useless or pernicious, yet every sue-- 
ceeding year had deepened my convictioa 
of the infinite value of what I had therq 
imbibed ; and would continue to do so, I 
had no doubt, till I found their importance 
stamped with the seal of eternity : — when 
I alluded to the excellent man, from whom 
I had learned those truths ; and reminded 
some, who then heard me, of his indefa- 
tigable zeal in inculcating them, and the 
incessant labour with which he had endea- 
voured to bring them to the knowledge of 
the truth, and into the way of salvation ; — 
and that he had already entered into his 
reward, as a faithful ambassador of Jesus 
Christ ; and would appear as '* a swift wit- 
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ness/' against tho&e who continued to dig*- 
regard the message he had delivered : — 
when I alluded to the many, whom I had 
known among them, but who had now given 
an account to God of the things done in the 
body : — when I appealed to those who were 
now on the verge of eternity, but who, at 
that time, were in the prjme of manhood : 
and inquired what effect the truths he had 
taught had produced on their heart and 
conduct: — and addressed both young and 
old, rich and poor, with the greatest plain- 
ness and affection ; — the whole congregation 
appeared to be dissolved in tears ; and I 
trust another day will show that our mu- 
tual feeling did not transpire with the oc- 
casion. God grant I may meet them, with 
their late revered Minister, when the Sa- 
viour shall enter in triumph, with the mul- 
titude of his Redeemed, into his everlasting 
kingdom ! 

My personal obligations to this excellent 
man make me desirous of dischai^ing a 
debt of gratitude ; nor can I do this, in a 
way more consonant with my feeUngs, than 
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by embalming his memory in this Tribute 
of Affection to my beloved Daughter. When 
Mr. Cuniham accepted the curacy of Ash*- 
over, his views of religion were very dif- 
ferent from what they became after two or 
three years' residence in that place. There 
never was a time, from the commencement 
of his ministry, when he was not most 
strictly conscientious in the discharge of his 
pastoral duties ; and he laboured, with great 
acceptableness and success, in reforming 
gross immoralities, and open disregard of 
religious duties, both at Blid worth, in Not- 
tinghamshire, where he first entered on the 
ministry ; and at Sutton-in-Ashfield, in the 
same county^ to which he next removed. 
At Ashover also, his first labours were 
equally successful ; and many careless and 
profligate characters were awakened to a 
sense of the importance of religion. His 
views, however, of the peculiar doctrines of 
Christianity were hitherto very obscure ; or 
rather, as he himself considered, and often 
acknowledged them, essentially erroneous. 
}Ie had planned an excellent system of 
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morals ; but he had not placed, as the centre 
of it, the Sun of Righteousness ; and con* 
. seqnently there was nothing to fix and re- 
tain the characters he reformed in their 
right orbit ; or to warm, and animate, and 
fructify them. He saw no ** unsearchable 
riches in Christ/' and therefore, he did not 
preach them : he felt no ** constraining 
love'' of him ; and therefore he did not 
communicate the feeling to others. He 
was, however, perfectly honest in teaching 
others as much as he knew himself; and I 
believe few ever more faithfully denounced 
vice, in every form of it ; or inculcated, 
with more earnestness, the necessity of wor-^ 
shipping and obeying God, than he did : 
and as he thus endeavoured to honour God, 
— God honoured him : and in him was 
verified the truth of our Lord's declara- 
tion, *' If any man will do his will, he shall 
know of the doctrine whether it be of God." 
His mind was gradually led to clearer dis- 
coveries of the truth ; and as light broke 
in upon him, his sermons became more 
strictly evangelical ; and his zeal increased 
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to make known to others the discoveries 
he had made himself. 
' At length he found himself^ as it were, 
in a new world ; and the Apostle's observa- 
tion was exemplified in him, ^' If any man 
be in Christ Jesus, he is a new creature : 
old things are passed away, and all things 
are become new/* This change of senti- 
ment was accompanied with an ardour of 
feeling, in some degree corresponding with 
the magnitude and importance of the truths 
he had recently been taught ; and under 
the strong influence of this new impetus, 
he was sometimes carried beyond the limits, 
which a cold and calculating prudence 
would have prescribed. Nor do I intend 
to justify all his measures. I well recollect 
several things which were far from being 
discreet, and which were calculated to ex-* 
cite a strong prejudice against him : and I 
the more readily pass this opinion on part 
of the conduct of an individual, whose me** 
mory I shall ever revere, because more than 
once afterwards, I heard him express his 
regret on account of these imprudences. 
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But it requires no great knowledge of hu^ 
man nature to learn^ with what difficulty 
strong impressions are kept within due 
bounds. Whilst under their full influence^ 
we can think and speak in nothing but the 
favourite topic; and all other objects seem, 
for a season, to be banished out of creation. 
Just allowance ought, therefore, to be made 
for the common defects in our nature ; and 
whilst too many of us are grievously erring 
on the side of deficiency in zeal, we ought 
not to visit, with unmeasured censure, that 
of excess. The effect, however, of this 
change of sentiment was most marked, both 
in himself and his parish. A strong in- 
terest was also excited in the neighbouring 
villages ; and his church became exceed^ 
ingly crowded, not only with his own pa- 
rishioners, but with those who came out of 
curiosity, or from better motives, from other 
places. A few of the more opulent part of 
his charge became offended, both at his 
doctrines, his vehementmannerof enforcing 
them, and the inconvenience they were sub* 
ject to, when they occasionally attended 
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church, from their pews being pre-occupied 
by othejs, who had taken possession of 
them, because they had generally found 
them empty. These stirred up a violent 
opposition: representations were made to 
his Rector, and Diocesan ; and, eventually, 
Mr. Cursham was removed from his curacy. 
At the time this took place, I was a pupil 
of this zealous minister ; was deeply im* 
pressed with the truths he inculcated, and 
considered every thing he said and did to 
be exactly right and proper. The effect 
of time and experience upon my own mind 
has been to confirm my former opinions of 
the truth and importance of his doctrines ; 
to lead me to applaud and adopt many of 
his excellent measures ; but to regret that, 
in some other respects, he did not act with 
due discretion, Some of his proceedings 
afforded but too just ground for com- 
plaint ; and the whole of the opposition ho 
met with, ought not to be charged to the 
score of religion. 
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I would take this opportunity of urging 
upon every zealous advocate of the pecu- 
liar truths of the gospel, the necessity of 
caution; lest by any indiscretion* he excite 
unnecessary prejudice. It is of the last 
importance clearly to distinguish between 
what is essential, and what may be only 
expedient. In the former, no compromise 
can possibly be made. The truth, in a 
christian spirit, and in its just proportions, 
must be deUvered, fearless of all conse- 
quences. But there is much scope for de- 
liberation, as to the extent to which im- 
provewew^^ ought to be pushed. A minister 
may discharge his own conscience, and his 
flock may be saved, without adopting them 
at all : and it becomes a simple question of 
ultimate advantage or disadvantage, whe- 
ther they should be introduced. Taken 
by themselves, the question is decided at 
once ; but, taken in their necessary con- 
nexion with other things, they require a 
sound judgment to determine their expe- 
diency. The benefit expected may be pur- 
chased at too high a price ; and the price 
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should be ascertained^ to its full extent, 
before any experiment be made. If some 
good men had previously calculated the de- 
gree of irritation and the party spirit which 
a change in modes of singing; or in the 
usual version of the Psalms ; or in time& 
of performing divine service ; and other 
innovations on long established customs^ 
were likely to produce, they would have 
hesitated before they adopted the obnoxious 
measure : and at least have waited till a 
fair opportunity had occurred of making 
the alteration, with the least possible vio-» 
lence to inveterate prejudices. Rashness, 
in these respects, has frequently excited 
strong opposition; and sometimes led to 
the removal of valuable men from important 
stations. In such cases, it is unjust to at- 
tach these consequences to a faithful dis-* 
charge of pastoral duties : they ought rather 
to be ascribed to a want of judgment, and 
an ill-disciplined mind, in the individual 
who forced his plans, and could brook no 
opposition to his wishes. I say nothing of 
those measures, which some would adopt. 
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ia direct opposition to the usages and dis- 
cipline of the church to which they belong : 
because it seems to be a violation of the 
principles of common honesty, to trample 
upon the regulations to which they had 
yoluntarily bound themselves. No man 
can have received a dispensation to set at 
nought his own vows, as well as the decent 
order, which the wisdom and piety of the 
best of men had prescribed: and when„ 
after having done this, he charges those, 
whose duty it is to guard the institutions 
of the church against innovation, with per- 
secution for righteousness' sake, for having 
discountenanced his irregularities, and ap- 
peals to the public on the hardship of his 
case, he merits any thing rather than that 
Christian sympathy, to which he lays claim, 
and which he is sometimes fortunate enough 
to obtain. 

With regard to Mr. Cursham,. I may 
add, that he was a man of a large and be- 
nevolent mind : and when an object pre- 
sented itself, which was obviously good, 
he was no nice calculator of the sacrifices 
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he might be required to make in accom- 
plishing it ; but, if at all practicable^ he 
immediately set himself to work ; and often 
achieved his point, before others would 
have settled the previous question whether, 
all things considered, the attempt were 
feasible. 

Soon after Mr. Cursham's removal from 
Ashover, he was presented to the living of 
Annesley^ in Nottinghamshire ; and after 
a life of more extensive usefulness than or- 
dinarily falls to the lot of clergymen, in 
similar situations, and leaving behind him a 
name, which will long be held in veneration, 
far beyond the circle in which he immedi*- 
ately moved, he died at Sutton-in-Ashfield, 
about twenty years ago. — "The memory 
of the the just shall be blessed." 

But it is more t^ian time that I return 
from this digression. 

This excursion was attended with so 
many occurrences that were novel to my 
dear Hannah, and afforded so many occa-^ 
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sions of displaying the different traits of 
her character, that I feel a strong tempta- 
tion to dwell upon them more at large; 
but I fear it may be thought that I Have 
already indulged sufficently long in this 
train of feeling; I will therefore forbear. 

Having interspersed this slight outline 
of my dear daughter's early life and educa- 
tion, with such remarks as appear to me 
important in the training up of children, 
and recorded a few of the most prominent 
and interesting events of her life, I wish 
to add a few particulars of her domestic, 
social, and general conduct. 

It will be inferred from what has been 
said of her cheerful and self-denying temr 
per, that she would be a favourite in all 
parties: and I can truly say that, so essen- 
tial was her presence to all the enjoyments 
- and pleasures of the family circle, that now 
she is gone, every thing seems to have lost 
the charm and attraction with which it was 
before invested. There is scarcely an object 
we see, or touch, or talk of, with which 
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she is not so intimately blended, as to call 
forth the most lively perceptions of her 
presence, and the most acute anguish, at 
the immediate recollection, that this pre- 
sence, is only ideal. It was but lately that 
her much-loved mother was making some 
arrangements in her store-closet, when, dis- 
covering that some jars wanted labels, she 
called out — Hannah ! but, alas ! the instant 
recollection that Hannah could return no 
answer, overwhelmed her with indescribable 
agony. The little ornaments of the parlour, 
the study, the chamber, were supplied by 
her taste, and generally wrought by her 
hands. The garden and green-house owed 
their choicest plants and flowers to her se- 
lection ; and now she no longer walks among 
them, the very e3f uberance, with which they 
have, this spring and summer, displayed 
their beauties, and shed their fragrance, 
increases the sorrowful recollections with 
which each of them is associated. If we 
walk in the retired lanes or fields of our 
village; or visit the cottages of the poor; 
gloom and solitariness accompany us, in* 
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stead of the ever cheerful and smiling coun- 
tenance of our sweet daughter. Even the 
sacred duties of domestic and public wor- 
ship seem to have lost a portion of their 
interest^ from the absence of that deeply 
serious and ever-wakeful attention with 
which she always joined in them; and 
which formed so delightful a contrast to 
tier Accustomed vivacity. I am aware that 
a portion of this feeling may be ascribed 
to the common associations of parental 
affection towards a departed child, even of 
ordinary qualities ; but I am fully per- 
suaded that it was the peculiar and excellent 
properties of our beloved daughter, which 
call forth the extraordinary yearnings of 
our heart at every recollection of her : and 
strange indeed would it be, if it were other- 
wise : for what parent could be insensible 
of attentions so tender, and assiduous, and 
self-denying (if self-denying those atten- 
tions can be called, which never suffered 
self to have a share, even in thought, where 
the comfort of her much-loved parents was 
concerned) as those which we every day 

1 
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experienced ! The slightest indisposition 
in us, never escaped her ever-wakeful anx* 
iety ; and it immediately called forth her 
tender and endearing attentions. If any 
disease of a more serious nature than usual 
assailed us, it is impossible to describe the 
feeling and interest it instantly occasioned. 
She watched every look, and anticipated 
every want. She was ever at the side of 
the sickbed, contriving something to soothe 
and alleviate her patient; administering 
medicine, or surprising him with something 
which she thought would beguile the sickly 
appetite. Her expressive countenance, it 
is true, refused to conceal her secret emo- 
tions ; but that was not her fault : she did 
all that was possible to suppress what was 
passing in her own breast, and to cheer 
and sustain her beloved patient : and I may 
be permitted to say, both for myself and my 
dear wife, that the goings forth of our heart 
to our beloved daughter on these occasions, 
were such as no language can describe ; 
and which can be understood by those only, 
who have been blessed with an only daughter 
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like oar own. Saving the uneasiness we 
could not fail to experience on witnessing 
her exquisite sensibility and anxiety on our 
account, the hours of sickness and languor 
were beguiled by her presence, and passed 
away in comparative ease and cheerfulness. 
On these occasions, I need not say, that no 
inducement could draw her from her pa- 
ternal roof; and every engagement, what- 
ever pleasure she had anticipated from it, 
wasimmediately given up,when she thought 
her presence at home could be of the least 
benefit. It was but a few weeks previous 
to h^r dissolution; that I was attacked with 
a fit of the gout. At the time of my re- 
covering from it, she was solicited to spend 
a short time in Guildford Street, with her 
highly esteemed friends Mr. and Mrs. Bain- 
bridge, and her long tried and confidential 
friend Miss Tatham; and we all much 
wished her to accept the kind invitation ; 
but I had much difficulty in^ persuading 
her to leave me ; nor was it till after re- 
peated assurances that I was convalescent, 

i2 
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that she was prevailed upon to accompany 
her friends. 

Whilst giving this recent instance of self- 
denialy when the prospect of much pleasure 
was before her, numerous others, of a si-- 
milar nature, rush on my mind, and excite 
feelings, which I will not attempt to de- 
scribe. She has, alas ! performed the last 
of these affectionate attentions : and though 
we shall, I doubt not, be mercifully sup- 
ported in our future pains and sicknesses, 
yet no daughter will again stand at our 
pillow to watch our looks, to administer 
medicine, and anticipate our wants. No 
daughter will again reluctantly withdraw 
from our sick bed for the purpose of giving 
vent to her feelings ; or of repairing, for 
fresh exertions, by a few hours of disturbed 
sleep, her own exhausted strength : nor 
again, when returning health has changed 
the gloom of the darkened chamber, into 
the cheerful light of day, will she accelerate 
our convalescence by her assiduous atten- 
tions, and sprightly conversation, and ever- 
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smiling countenance : nor render that health 
doubly valued, by restoring us to the en- 
deared society of the most beloved of all our 
earthly objects. But I ought not to indulge 
in these regrets. The event has been mer- 
cifully ordained, as well for us, as for our 
beloved daughter ; and in a better vsrorld, 
we shall meet, I trust, under more favour- 
able circumstances. Neither she nor her 
parents will then be distracted with pain, 
nor languish with sickness ; nor shall we 
again undergo the pangs of separation. 

I am restrained from dwelling upon the 
union of heart, which subsisted between her 
and her brothers, by the recoUciction that 
this Tribute of Parental AflPection will fall 
into the hands of the latter. How dear she 
was to them, and how much cause there 
was to make her dear, they best know ; but 
their parents can wish for no other proof 
of their mutual esteem and love, than the 
uninterrupted harmony in which they lived 
for many years ; the constantly increasing 
interest they took in each other's welfare ; 
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the unsatiated delight they manifested in 
each other's company ; and the heart-rend- 
ing grief and distress with which her death 
overwhelmed them. I may speak, however^ 
more freely of the affection with which she 
cherished them. Nothing could be more 
gratifying to a parent's feelings, than to 
observe the constant goings forth of her 
heart towards them. The slightest cir- 
cumstances, which affected them, deeply 
penetrated her. She rej oiced in their hopes ; 
and sustained a larger portion than them- 
selves in their disappointments. 1 1 was one 
of her chief pleasures to associate with 
them, when at home ; and to correspond 
with them by letters, when they were absent. 
In the letter to which I have before referred, 
her kind friend remarks : ** Her affection 
for her brothers was unbounded : and their 
short absence from her, seemed to increase 
that affection to the highest pitch. She 
spoke of the return of Charles and James 
from Oxford with rapture ; and said in one 
of her letters, * If I thought they could 
ever become indifferent to home, it would 
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break my heart.' With regard to her 
little brother Sam/' her friend proceeds^ 
'' she spoke of him with the tenderest af- 
fection : she mentioned his return from his 
short residence at Brighton^ with delight : 
and said she had resumed her office of 
preceptress, and was most gratified to find 
him improved both in learning and disposi- 
tion." In her two elder brothers, she 
placed unbounded confidence; and gave 
them a great deal more credit than I am 
sure they will give themselves, for the best 
of principles and the best of dispositions : 
and had she been longer spared, they 
would at least have had one friend, to whom 
they might intrust, with safety, their inmost 
hopes and fears ; and who would have been 
at all times a disinterested, and I believe, 
also a prudent counsellor in their difficulties* 
But they are now cut off from her society, 
and no longer walk together as friends. 
Their loss is great, and I believe they ap- 
preciate it. Should a temptation ever solicit 
them todechne from the path of piety and 
religion, they will, I trust, think of their 
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sister. As a subordinate motive to holiness, 
they can scarcely have a stronger; and 
their recollection of past pleasure in her 
society, will urge them, I humbly hope, to 
seek a re-union, which shall be uninterrupted 
and eternal. 

In the limited circle of her acquaintance, 
she had a few choice friends, whom she 
greatly esteemed and loved : and we could 
desire no better testimony of the sincere re- 
gard and affection in which she was held by 
them, than the deep and strong sensation, 
which her death excited among them. All 
seemed to feel that a blank had been made 
in their social parties, which would not soon 
be filled up. In the various and affecting 
ways, in which they have eifpressed their 
regrets, they speak with one voice on the 
unaffected simplicity of her manners, the 
sweetness of her disposition, and her unin- 
terrupted cheerfulness and vivacity. There 
was a charm in her deportment, which made 
her a favourite wherever she was known : and 
I ascribe this chiefly to the sincerity of her 
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attachments; her unassuming demeanour; 
her delight in making all around her happy, 
by consulting their wishes, and concealing 
her own ; her playfulness of humour, which 
was entirely divested of sarcasm ; and her 
high sense of propriety and delicacy of con- 
duct. The friend just referred to, says, 
**We always loved this dear friend: it 
was impossible for those who knew her to 
do otherwise ; but her last visit at South- 
ampton increased that feeling beyond what 
I can describe. The very servant who 
waited upon her, after she had left us, 
never spake of her but by the appellation 
of that dear young lady. We wished her 
to allow us a sketch of her beloved face, as 
there was an excellent miniature painter in 
the town ; but she opposed it so strongly, 
that it was given up. Had we foreseen the 
. stroke Providence was intending for us, 
we should have urged our request with an 
earnestness which would have taken no 
refusal/'* After detailing numerous in- 

♦ It is a gratifying circumstance, that we have 
been presented, within the last few weeks, with 
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stances of her temper and conduct in con- 
firmation of the facts I had stated in the 
former edition. Miss T. adds, " I could fill 
a quire of paper, if I were to relate all the 
instances, which my memory treasures, of 
her filial piety, her open-hearted friendship, 
her warm benevolence, her tender-hearted- 
ness, and unaffected simplicity." 

It may be observed of her general de^ 
portment, and intercourse with her neigh- 
one of the most exact and beautifully executed 
miniature likenesses of our dear daughter that 
was ever painted. Robt. Bowyer, Esq. who at an 
earlier period of life, when he practised the art, 
was at the head of his profession, as a miniature 
painter, hearing that we had a coarsely executed 
portrait of our daughter, most kindly offered us 
the aid of his talent to furnish us with a more 
correct and suitable resemblance of one so dear to . 
us ; and he has certainly succeeded to admiration : 
a friend on looking at this miniature said, " it not 
only reminds me of what she once was, but of 
what we may suppose she now is." I feel most 
happy in having this opportunity of acknowledging 
my obligation for this act of kindness. 
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hours and especiaUy with the poor of the 
village^ that she uniformly displayed the 
character of a Christian and kind friend, 
and was greatly beloved by them all. To 
the lower classes, she was most kind and 
affable. She took a great interest in their 
welfare, and spent much of her time in 
visiting their cottages. On these occasions, 
she seldom failed to inculcate upon them 
the necessity of attending to their sal* 
vation ; and urged them to a constant at- 
tendance on the ordinances of religion, and 
the reading of the Holy Scriptures; and 
intreated them to send their children re- 
gularly to the village school. When they 
alleged, as a reason for their neglect in this 
respect, that they had no shoes, or clothes 
proper for their appearance, she would often 
furnish them with necessaries from her pri- 
vate purse, or mention their case to me. 
She paid particular attention to their chil- 
dren : and in the most discouraging cases, 
she continued her efforts to instil into them 
some portion of knowledge and christian 
principles, with a perseverance which is 
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seldom equalled : and when any apparent 
good resulted, she *' rejoiced as one that 
had found great spoil." She paid much 
attention to their neatness of dress and 
cleanUness; and took great delight in pre- 
paring bonnets against St. Thomas' Day, 
on which, clothes to a large amount are 
annually distributed among the poor of 
Chobham. No day in the year, I have 
reason to believe, was so pleasant to her as 
this. The idea of seeing two or three hun- 
dred parents and children comfortably pro- 
vided with clothes, and sheets, and blankets 
for the winter ; and all looking clean and 
comfortable, afforded her a gratification 
which kind-hearted persons alone can un- 
derstand. The next Anniversary will want 
a charm, of which more than her pa- 
rents will be sensible. She was, as might 
be expected from this imperfect statement, 
much beloved by the poor. They con- 
sidered her as one of their best friends; 
and not without reason, for it was one of 
her highest gratifications to promote their 
comfort; and in doing this, she counted 
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neither time nor trouble. A short time ago, 
it appeared desirable to divide this exten- 
sive parish into different districts^ for the 
purpose of exercising a more efficient in- 
spection of its various parts : and several 
benevolent individuals undertook a share 
in the charitable work of urging parents to 
a more constant attendance at church, and 
greater punctuality in sending their children 
to school; of inquiring into their wants; 
and particularly, whether they had Bibles, 
Prayer Books, Sec. and giving them such 
aVlvice as the varying circumstances of their 
families might require. My dear daughter 
begged for herself the inspection of the 
most remote, and, in many respects, the 
most discouraging parts of the parish; for 
no other reason that I can conjecture, than 
that others might find it inconvenient to 
undertake this portion. With what cheer- 
fulness and perseverance she pursued this 
"labour of love," in despite of more dif- 
ficulties than she could have anticipated, 
none but her most intimate friends can form 
an idea. I have reason to fear that these 
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long walks (for she bad to go nearly three 
miles before she entered on her district, 
and the cottages lay scattered over a wide 
surface) were more than her now evidently 
declining strength was at all times equal to ; 
and I sometimes said, ** I am afraid you 
over-exert yourself. These walks exceed 
your strength, and do you harm:'' but she 
invariably answered, with a sweetness of 
countenance and expression peculiar to her- 
self, " O no! I am not fatigued : the walk 
does not injure me. I called at Mr. Rogers', 
where I rested, and had some cake ; and I 
am not at all the worse." And here I 
cannot help recording the sincere affection 
which my dear Hannah felt for this kind 
family. She enjoyed much pleasure in 
their company; and seldom, if ever, passed 
their door, without stepping in : and I be- 
lieve the esteem was mutual. She was 
always a welcome visitor : and was never 
permitted, if they could help it, to leave 
them without some refreshment. It was to 
this friendly and hospitable family, that she 
made her last village visit, when the hand 
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of death was upon her. In returning home 
(the distance is about a mile and a half) 
she was more than once obliged to rest ; 
and when she arrived, she complained of 
great weariness ; and never after this day, 
went out of the house. 

To all her neighbours, she was kind and 
affable. She affected no airs of superiority ; 
nor did the notice she took of them wear 
the aspect of condescension. She wasnot^ 
at one time, conversable and pleasant ; and, 
at another, cold and distant ; but always 
Wore the same cheerful countenance. At 
her death every one seemed to have lost a 
friend. Even the aged and infirm, who 
saunter in the village in search of some- 
thing to occupy a wearisome hour, had 
dways found in her a good-natured crea- 
ture, who would stop, and say, " How do 
you do ?" and listen to their complaints ; 
and express a sympathy in their troubles ; 
talk about the weather, and wish them 
better. But now they look in vain for her, 
at the customary hour of her walks ; and 
. feel that they have lost another of their 
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little comforts, and the village one of its 
most agreeable attractions ; for they said 
" she made it look so cheerful." 

Perhaps nothing can place the general 
estimation in which my dear daughter was 
held in a stronger Ught, than the feeling 
and interest which her last illness and death 
occasioned in the neighbourhood. When 
she was considered to be in danger, the nu- 
merous and anxious inquiries, which were 
made at our own house, and still more so, 
at the house of our medical attendant, and of 
himself, whenever he left the death-bed of 
his patient, were exceedingly affecting: and 
during the last three or four days of her ill- 
ness, when her situation was known to be 
most critical, and it was desirable to have his 
constant attendance ; the whole of his pa- 
tients, as by one consent, (except in a few 
cases of emergency,) forbore to send for him, 
that his undivided attention might be given 
to my beloved daughter. On the day of her 
interment the spectacle was truly affecting. 
So deep an interest had not perhaps been 
felt in the village for many years : and iu 
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the crowded concourse^ assembled in the 
church on tbat occasion, few refrained from 
tears. On the Sunday following her funeral, 
the church presented an affecting aspect. 
Almost every one, who had the means of 
obtaining it, put on some external token of 
their sorrow, to testify their grief at the 
loss of one, whom all so. highly esteemed. 
And here, I can scarcely help mentioning 
an incident, which is of no other import- 
ance, than as showing how little we are 
aware of the aspect, which our cursory ob- 
servations may sometimes have on our own 
particular case ; and how touching, to in- 
dividuals, the most trivial things may be 
under peculiar circumstances. When my 
daughter was lying on her dying pillow, 
but without the least apprehension of danger 
either on her part or on ours, she observed 
to her mother, how the window of a mil- 
liner, in the village, was filled with articles 
of mourning : and wondered how she could 
expect, in so small a place, to find cus- 
tomers for them. On the day of my daugh- 
ter s funeral, my dear wife was disappointed 
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of some articles of dress from London, ne- 
cessary for the mournful occasion ; and re- 
collecting the observation just alluded to, 
she sent to the village milliner for a supply ; 
but every article had been pre-occupied by 
others, for the purpose of expressing their 
sorrow at the death of her, who had so 
lately wondered how they could possibly 
be disposed of! 
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I HA V £ thus endeavoured to give a faith- 
ful delineation of the character of my be^ 
loved daughter ; and an idea of the esteem 
and affection in which she was held by her 
relatives, friends, and neighbours. I must 
now proceed to a more affecting part of my 
narrative ; and disclose what passed in the 
concluding stage of life. 

For a considerable time previous to the 
attack which terminated in the death of my 
dear child, she had been far from well. But 
such was the natural liveliness of her dis- 
position, and her anxiety not to give uneasi- 
ness to her friends^ that scarcely any would 
have supposed she was not enjoying excel- 
lent health, except those who were almost 
constantly with her, and from whom it was 
impossible, at all times, to conceal her weak- 
ness and pain. Her friends, however, who 
saw her only at distant intervals, marked a 
gradual change in her countenance, and 
wasting of substance : and more than once 
mentioned their suspicions, that she was 
not enjoying that degree of health which 
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we seemed to imagine. I was, indeed, 
aware that something was ^rong ; and I 
frequently inquired respecting her health ; 
but she always made so light of what she 
felt, and maintained such an almost unin- 
terrupted flow of cheerfulness^ that I could 
not persuade myself any thing was mate- 
rially out of order. Medical men were, 
however, at different times consulted ; but 
they never apprehended any thing of a 
serious nature; and gave only such medi- 
cines as the incidental symptoms seemed 
to require. 

In July of last year, as I before men- 
tioned, she accompanied us in a visit into 
Lincolnshire; and at the solicitation of 
many of her friends, and especially of her 
aunt Mary, whom she loved with the ten- 
derest affection, we consented to leave her 
for a few weeks, to enjoy more of their so- 
ciety than we could afford to ourselves. 
She returned in August ; but we were dis- 
tressed to find that her health had been 
considerably affected by an attack of one 
of those diseases, to which that partof the 
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county is incident. But the malady ap- 
parently soon gave way ; and she resumed 
her accustomed cheerfulness. I collect; 
however, from those who were best ac- 
quainted with the interior of my daughter; 
that she never after completely recovered 
her strength. Some secret mischief^ it is 
now evident^ was going on within, commit- 
ting its slow, but certain ravages : and was 
ready to burst forth, with resistless violence, 
at a moment when we least expected it. . 

It was in this precarious state of health, 
that, in the beginning of April last, she 
paid the visit, which I before mentioned, to 
her friends in Guildford Street; and which 
was the last, out of Chobham, she ever 
made. On this occasion she had the plea- 
sure of dining with our dear friends Mr. 
and Mrs. Wilson, at Mr. B.'s. Mr. W. 
was struck with the difference in her. pre- 
sent appearance, from the flush of health, 
in which he last saw her; and expressed 
his regret at seeing her look so reduced in 
substance, and with so little of her former 
colour. She made, as usual, light of her. 
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indisposition, and showed her accastomed 
cheerfalnessand vivacity. Shewasexceed- 
ingly gratified with this opportunity of 
enjoying the society of Mr. and Mrs. W. 
and expressed to us, in strong language, 
the sense she entertained of their kindness, 
in pressing her to pay them a visit. On the 
Sunday following, she heard Mr. Wilson 
at St. John's ; and was so deeply impressed 
with his evening sermon, that she wrote us 
an account of it ; and said she hoped the 
impression would never be erased. On her 
return home, she many times alluded to 
this discourse ; and I believe it was the oc- 
casion of her coming to a more determined 
resolution than ever, to devote her future 
days, unreservedly and entirely, to the ser- 
vice of God. She had, while in London, 
purchased a few ornaments of dress: but 
she said to her mother, in showing them, 
that she thought she should never wear 
them. The vanity of the world, and the 
value of the soul, and the importance of 
living for eternity, seemed to occupy her 
chief attention : and had it pleased God to 
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protract her days, I am persuaded that 
every thing else would have received a 
very subordinate portion of her thoughts 
and cares. I cannot but connect, in a con- 
siderable degree, with this sermon of Mr. 
W. her very vivid perceptions, in her last 
illness, of the infinite stake she had in its 
issue. The messenger of death so soon 
arresting her, after this renewed and solemn 
dedication of herself to God^ filled her with 
apprehension that, as she had not yet ac- 
complished all that her awakened feelings 
suggested ought to have been done, nothing 
had hitherto been done to purpose ; and 
that her former profession of religion had 
been insincere. 

It was but a few days after her return 
from this visit, that my dear daughter was 
seized with her last illness ; and as I have 
now brought her memorial down to the 
awful and affecting crisis, I wish to say a 
few things for the purpose of preparing 
the mind for what then took place. 

I know not whether the facts I have to 
relate on this occasion are at all novel or 
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extraordinary: but standing, as I did,. in 
80 near a relation to them; and having so 
deep an interest in the issue ; and not 
having before met with a case of a similar 
kind/. I wish to dwell with -some parti- 
cularity upon it ; and some preliminary ob- 
servations seem proper to prepare the way 
for ihe narration. 

It will have been observed that my dear: 
daughter had enjoyed considerable advan- 
tages, as it regards a pious education. She 
had been watched over, with great care, at 
that period when impressions are most 
ea&ily made, and are likely to become most 
permanent. : The weeds of a corrupt nature 
were not suffered to grow and luxuriate ; 
but were plucked, out, as far a& human 
efforts could avail, aft soon as they made 
their appearance. The enemy was not 
permitted, if her parents could prevent it, 
either to sow tares among the wheat ; or to 
carry away the good seed. The mind was 
early stored with the most important truths ; 
and the memory furnished with the most 
useful lessons ; and . all were : seconded by 
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earnest prayers for the divine blessing. 
During the whole of her Ufe^ she was ever 
under parental inspection ; or that of pious 
relatives and instructors : nor had she ever 
been exposed to the dangers and tempta- 
tions of an ensnaring world. She had re- 
gularly passed through all the stages of a 
religious education: and perhaps not a 
single ordinance of religion had ever been 
omitted 9 which she had a proper oppor- 
tunity of attending. It is highly probable 
that she never was absent, during her whole 
Mfe, from a place of worship, when she 
oyght to have been there ; never neglecced a 
single sacrament, after she first approached 
the sacted altar ; never spent a Sabbath^ in 
the omission of religious dutiei^; nor suf- 
fered a day to pass without reading the 
Scriptures and private - devotion. Upon 
this culture, God had granted his blessing.- 
He. moistened the seed with the dews of 
his grace, and gave the: promise of a pro- 
ductive harvest: and our beloved daughter 
grew up under our care, ** like a tree ia 
a wdl-watered garden.'' She seemed .to 
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promise all that the most aikxious par^ts 
could reasonably expect or wish. She was 
amiable, pious, and devoted. She had come 
,to the cross of Christ, as affording the only 
hope to perishing sinners ; and all her de- 
pendence was placed there. She '' looked 
upon him, whom she had pierced, and 
mourned because of him ;'' and whilst she 
humbled herself at his footstool, she re- 
ceived his salvation with a grateful heart ; 
and earnestly desired to give herself up to 
his service. Her general frame of mind 
corresponded with this humble reliance on 
the atoning sacrifice. In honour, she pre^ 
ferred others before herself; and scarcely 
thought any so much in need of a Saviour 
as herself. In the closet, in the family, in 
the sanctuary, she was uniform and con* 
distent. Her most beloved ai^sociates were 
those who feared God, and hated sin : and 
she dreaded the idea of coming in contact 
with the wicked. She loved those sermons 
best, which came closest to the conscience; 
and among her friends, she most esteemed 
those, from whom she received the most 
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faithful admonitions*. Slia was diligent 
inself'^xaminatum; watchful against sinful 
tempers; and circumspect in her deport- 
ment. In her were combined/' whatsoever 
things are true, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report ;" and, had it 
pleased our heavenly Father to call her 
away at any period, her friends could have 
entertained no reasonable doubt of her 
having been transferred to abetter world. 
I do not, indeed, assert that these quali- 
ties^ in my dear daughter, were unmixed 
with those of a contrary nature ; or that any 
of them were free from imperfection. Such 
a representation would be as inconsistent 
with her own consciousness of innumerable 
sins both of omission and commission, and 
the expressions of deep humiliation, which 
she continually uttered, during her last ill- 
ness, as it would be at variance with the 

* On a late occasion, she said to her motlier : 
"I love both the Miss B/s very much; but I 
think I prefer Miss M. (the younger)— -sAe is so 
faithful:' 
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plainest declarations of Scripture, and our* 
general knowledge of character. But what 
I mean to assert is this, that there was such 
z predominance of what is truly Christian, 
moraI,and amiable inhercharacter,as clearly 
to shew that she had been '* renewed in the 
spirit of her mind;'' and was an ornament to 
her Christian profession. It might there- 
fore be expected, perhaps, that, in her case^ 
death would have been divested of his 
terrors, and that she would have passed 
through the mortal conflict, if not with 
triumph, at least with calmness and com- 
posure. But the contrary of this actually 
took place. When "the King of Terrors'* 
first presented himself, she was filled with 
dreadful consternation ; and shrunk back 
with horror from the awful conflict. She 
was agitated with such an internal tempest, 
as I had never before witnessed : and no 
sinking mariner ever clung to the last plank 
vrith so much eagerness, as she did to the 
cross of Christ. AH around her seemed 
a wide waste of desolation* The billows 
rolled. Deep called to deep: and ''all 
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hope that she should be saved was taken 
away,'' except as this cross afforded her a 
stay. Never can I forget this awful mo- 
ment. We were like persons standing on 
the shore, beholding the storm, but in- 
capable of affording any assistance. All 
that we most loved and cherished, and 
almost adored, was tossed on the tem- 
pestuous waves. Our hearts failed us. 
We directed, we encouraged, we exhorted. 
We pointed to the hand of Omnipotence, 
stretched forth for her deliverance; and 
9aid, be of good courage 1 We entreated 
her to take fast hold of it, and assured her 
she was safe. We pledged our life that 
there was no danger ; and told her it was 
impossible she could perish ; — that she was 
just on shore ; and that angels were waiting 
to welcome her arrival in the haven of rest ! 
But — O ! the infinite stake she had in the 
event of a single moment! an eternal se< 
paration from her dearest friends, or an in- 
dissoluble union : the society of '^ angels and 
the spiritsof the just, of Jesus the Mediator, 
and of God the Judge of all;" or, of un- 
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believers, and hypocrites, and characters 
whom she most feared and abhorred, and 
of evil angels and the Prince of Darkness r 
the loss of all she loved and desired ; and 
the exchange for it, of all she hated and 
dreaded : the possession of heaven, and its 
riches and its glories ; or the endurance of 
eternal sorrow, where hope never comes : 
these — ^were the awful alternatives which 
were just before her, and hung upon the 
next breath, and agitated her even to an 
agony. It is true indeed that this storm 
afterwards subsided ; and a peaceful calm 
ensued. She was enabled to take a more 
quiet view of what lay before her ; and to 
derive comfort from the gracious promises 
of the Gospel : but still it must excite sur- 
prise in many that she was ever thus agitated 
and agonized : and such will naturally in- 
quire what could occasion to one, whom 
they would consider as an almost spotless 
character, such fearful anticipations of the 
future ; such dread of being lost for ever> 
Whilst others, who have heard much of the 
joyful and triumphant deaths of Christians, 
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many think it extraordinary that hw sun 
should go down under a cloud ; and may 
be led to suspect that the bitter reflections 
she made on herself, were but too well 
grounded on the real state of her mind. A 
few observations will remove this mystery; 
and famish some useful instruction. 

She had just arrived at that period of 
life, when every thing in this world is cal- 
culated to make the strongest impression, 
and to take the firmest hold on the feelings. 
Her mind was richly stored with knowledge; 
and her taste was formed for deriving plea* 
sure from the most simple and natural 
sources^ and which, for this reason, were 
numerous and within her reach. She en- 
joyed an^le opportunities of adding to her 
stock of knowledge ; and she was eagerly 
embracing them. She loved her parents, 
and brothers, and friends with the most 
ardent a£Pection ; and derived from them, 
all the happiness she could reasonably ex- 
pect or wish. She was herself a centre of 
no inconsiderable attracticni ; and she re- 
ceived and communicated as much hap- 
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piness as generally falls to - the lot of a 
human being, in the most favoured circum- 
stances. She was not therefore like a tree, 
whose roots had been loosened, and branches 
torn off by repeated storms and tempests ; 
or whose trunk had been scathed and shat- 
tered by lightning : but rather, she ^ re- 
sembled one, which had been planted in a 
well-watered garden, rich in its foliage, 
beautiful in its bloom, and bearing the 
promise of abundant fruit. It was at this 
moment, that the efforts of the worm, which 
had been for some time corroding the root, 
became visibfe ; the blossom faded ; the 
branches withered ; and the hope of the 
autumn perished. Let then the reader 
picture to himself my beloved daughter, 
suddenly required to close her favourite 
books ; ' to give a last look at her garden, 
and the opening spring; to bid her last 
farewell to her beloved relatives ; to take 
her last kiss of her weeping parents ; and to 
send her last love to her absent brothers* 

♦ They were at Oxford, when she was taken ill; 
and did not reach Chobhain, till she had breathed 
her last. 
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and distant friends ; and will he wonder 
that she was agitated ? 

But tlus occasioned the least part of the 
conflict. It will be recollected, that my 
dear daughter had the highest sense of the 
importance of religion, and the value of the 
soul. In a moment, the reality of her pro- 
fession was put to the test ; and all that 
eternity presents, either exquisite in enjoy- 
ment, or tremendous in suffering, was sus- 
pended on the result ! The holy law, with 
its extensive and spiritual requirements, 
was opened before her ; the dreadful sen- 
tence of death, awaiting the least violation 
of its demands, was sounding in her ears; 
her sensitive mind, and acute perception of 
right and wrong, suggesting innumerable 
deficiencies ; duties omitted, or languidly 
performed ; resolutions forgotten, or feebly 
executed ; the sacraments, the public ordi- 
nances of religion, family worship and pri- 
vate devotion,— each reminding her of cold- 
ness of affection, wandering of thought, or 
listless indifference : nothing done as it 
ought to have been done : and ten thousand 
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things done, which ought not to have been 
done : with all these thiags passing in rapid 
succession before the mind, and bearing 
along with them consequences to which 
imagination can fix no limit ; and the whole 
involved in a single moment, and hanging 
on the next breath, and bursting, with the 
suddenness of a thunder-clap, on her asto- 
nished soul ! — will it be thought extraor- 
dinary that she trembled 1 that she looked 
fearfully around for help ? that she cried, 
" Save, Lord, or I perish?'* Reader ! this 
is no imaginary scene ! It was presented 
before the mind of my dear daughter ; and 
it will, most probably, be presented before 
thine, if it be awake, as it ought to be, 
when eternity opens before thee ! O, lose 
no time in preparing for it, and securing a 
place of refuge ! This, I humbly thank 
God, my beloved daughter had done; but 
in the suddenness and hurry of the occasion, 
her mind was bewildered ; the storm oc- 
cupied her whole attention ; the vessel was 
dreadfully agitated ; and, though theSaviour 
was in it, like the disciples, on another oc» 



d by Google 



PARENTAL AFFECTION. 147 

casioD^she was greatly alarmed^and thought 
8he must perish. 

It is at times like this, that the import- 
ance of a close, and somewhat familar ac- 
qaain tance with the kind and compassionate 
character of Jesus Christ, and a persuasion 
of an interest in his merits, is chiefly seen. 
There may be a firm reliance on the atoning 
sacrifice ; a sincere devotedness of heart to 
the service of God ; and an habitual pre- 
dominance of holy affections towards him : 
and yet such an awful perception of the 
distance between the humble individual, 
and the infinitely glorious God, as to pre- 
clude all " joy and peace in believing." 
And when a natural timidity of disposition, 
and a keen perception of religious de. 
ficiencies, are connected with this profound 
reverence,'theremust necessarily arise great 
doubt and distrust in peculiar emergencies; 
and especially, in the near prospect of dis- 
solution. Nothing, we know, is so suitable 
to a weak and sinful being, as the " humble 
and contrite heart, which trembles at the 
divine word f and such, we are assured; 
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are the peculiar objects of God's favour ; 
but yet tibere is a close affinity between this 
state of mind, and anxious fear : and no- 
thing but a most vivid perception and per- 
suasion of our personal interest in the suf- 
ferings of Christ for the sins of mankind 
can overcome the feeling of personal guilt 
and unworthiness. When therefore these 
things do not accompany each other, (and 
there is no necessary connexion between 
them,) the most excellent Christian may 
be brought into great doubt, and even de- 
spondency : whilst at the same time, he 
may be in perfect safety, and high in the fa- 
vour of God, 

The difference between faith and hap^ 
is not always sufficiently attended to ; and 
much presumption on the one hand, and 
despond^icy on the other, have arisen from 
confounding them. One person considers 
himself a believer of high attainments, be- 
cause he entertains no doubt of his being 
in a state of salvation : and another doubts 
whether he be a believer at all, because he 
cannot persuade himself that his sins are 



d by Google 



PARENTAL AFFECTION. 149 

forgiven. But it is obvious that two distinct 
and very different acts of the mind are here 
confounded and blended together; — one» 
which assents to the fact that Jesus Christ 
being the only and all-sufficient Saviour of 
sinners; and which places a reliance on the 
atoning sacrifice, for pardon of sin and ac- 
ceptance with God, wbigh is the province of 
faith : and another, which appropriates to- 
itself the blessings of this salvation, and 
confidently expects a future state of felicity, 
which is the province of hope. Now it is 
clear that these persuasions of the mind 
may exist separately from each other ; and 
that one of them may be very strong; 
whilst the other has scarcely any existence 
at all. St. Paul clearly recognizes this dis-» 
tinction, when he offers up a prayer for 
the church at Rome (xv. 13.) that " the 
God of hope would fill them with all joy 
vai. peace in believing*^ It is here implied 
that genuine faith may exist without either 
joy or peace ; and by addressing his prayer 
to *• the God of hope'' he intimates that 
joy and peace are the fruit of hope, and are 
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distinct blessiags, and to be superadded to 
the grace of faith. Faith, then, may not 
only be unaccompanied by hope, but remain 
without any joy or even consolation ; and 
the person possessing it may continue under 
great dejection of miiid . Nor is it, in point 
of fact, uncommon to find Christians, who 
have no doubt whatever of the ability and 
-willingness of Christ to save sinners, and 
who come to him alone for salvation ; and 
yet are subject to distressing fears lest they 
should not be partakers of the blessings of 
the gospel. I recollect a striking instance 
of the truth of this remark, in the case of 
a late eminent Christian minister. For a 
long time, previous to his death, he laboured 
under a morbid affection of the nerves, 
which sometimes brought him to the very 
verge of despondency ; and on one occasion, 
he said to me : " My conviction of the truth 
of these things (laying his hand on the 
Bible) is stronger now than it ever was : but 
I have no interest in them.'^ Had this excel- 
lent man died in this state of mind, no one 
could have reasonably doubted of his safety. 
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for the obvious reason that he exercised the 
fullest faith in Christ ; and had shown its 
genuine character, in a holy and most use- 
ful life ; though he denied that he had any 
hope of ultimately sharing in the blessings 
of salvation. The " full assurance of hope» 
is indeed an invaluable privilege, and cannot 
be too earnestly desired ; but it is nowhere 
stated in scripture as being essential to our 
future happiness, as faith is : and a person 
may be a genuine Christian, without the 
former; though not without the latter. 
(Mark xvi. 16.) 

This distinction between faith and hope 
is also confirmed by the fact, that it is the 
duty of all men to beUeve in Jesus Christ ; 
but it is not the duty of all to be persuaded 
that they shall be ultimately benefited by 
him. This persuasion ' must depend on 
certain facts ; and it will vary greatly at 
different times, and under'different circum- 
stances. So far from being required at all 
times, to consider ourselves partakers of 
the benefits of Christ's atonement, as we 
are at all times, to exercise faith in him, it 
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would often be the highest degree of pre- 
sumption to do so ; and many, who boast 
of their safely^ ought rather to be alarmed 
for their danger. The flippant assertions, 
. which many professing Christians make of 
theircertaintyofobtainingeternalsalyation, 
often grieve the minds of more thoughtful 
men. It is but too evident, in many cases^ 
that this confidence rests on no Christian 
or reasonable foundation. They have re- 
ceived an impression ; or they have had a 
dream ; or some text of scripture has crossed 
their mind ; or something within them has 
suggested the thought: and these are con- 
sidered as resulting from the agency of the 
Holy Spirit, and as indications of the divine 
favour. I should be afraid to intimate that 
every thing of this kind is to be ascribed to 
imbecility of mind, or an over-heated ima- 
gination; because this would be to limit 
the operations of the Holy Spirit ; and to 
contradict some very remarkable facts: but, 
considering )iow liable such impressions are 
to be misunderstood ; the suspicious causes, 
from which they often arise ; the readiness 
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with which Sataa might produce them^ by 
" transforming himself into an Angel of 
Light;" the numerous cases^ in which they 
have been known to be delusive ; and the 
door they open to the most extravagant 
enthusiasm, I think they should be received 
with extreme caution ; and carry along with 
them the clear stamp and impress of the 
finger of God before they are credited : and 
that, instead of expecting them in the or- 
dinary course of divine dispensations^ we 
should rather look to the plain, scriptural 
evidences of a state of grace ; and found 
our hopes of personal safety on the corre* 
spondence of our own state and character 
with those infallible tests. In this way, we 
may reasonably expect the Holy Spirit to di-» 
rect our attention to appropriate passages of 
scripture ; to enlighten our understanding 
to comprehend their meaning ; and to dis- 
pose our hearts to embrace them. Thus, 
whilst our faith relies upon the atoning 
sacrifice for pardon of sin, and acceptance 
with God, our hope will repose on an im- 
moveable foundation ; and as '^ an anchor 
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of the soul, it will enter within the veil," 
and sustain it under the storms of life, and 
in the last conflict with death. It is, I ap- 
prehend, generally, in this way, that the 
experienced Christian is, at length, enabled 
to say with the veteran Apostle, " I know 
whom I have believed ; and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him, against that day/' 

These remarks will satisfactorily account 
for the state of my dear daughter's mind, 
when she first apprehended that she was on 
the verge of eternity. She never, for a 
moment, doubted of the power and willing- 
ness of Christ to save sinners ; but, on the 
contrary, believed that he is " able to save 
to the uttermost, all that come unto God 
by him :'^ nay, she had confided her soul 
to his keeping, and renounced all hope of 
salvation but through him ; and therefore 
she possessed a genuine faith : but she was 
not prepared for the sudden emergency; 
nor had she ever yet, though the thoughts 
of death were scarcely ever absent from her 
mind, contemplated death as actually com- 
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missioned to bring her immediately into 
the presence of her Judge. When there- 
fore the awful summons was given; she 
was thrown into alarm : the infinite con- 
sequences suspended on a single breath 
almost overwhelmed her; and the consci- 
ousness that she had fallen very far short 
of her own exalted ideas of what the Chris- 
tian character ought to be, induced her to 
caH in question the sincerity of her pro- 
fession, and the reality of her religion. 
These distressing fears were also augmented 
by the very resolutions she had recently 
formed of giving up herself entirely to the 
service of God. She had resolved, and 
that within a few days previous to her last 
illness, to make the " One thing needful" 
the object of her exclusive care ; to throw 
up every trifling pursuit; and to devote 
every member of her body and faculty of 
her mind to the service of Him, who de- 
manded, and who, she felt, deserved the 
whole heart : but before this holy purpose 
could be fully accomplished,8he was arrested 
by the hand of death : and because so little 
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of her future plan had been executed, she 
concluded she had hitherto done nothing*; 
and having fallen so far short of the stan- 
dard she proposed, she doubted the very 
existence of religion in the heart. ' Hence, 
she could view herself in no other light, 
than the chief of sinners; no prayer seemed* 
to suit her case, but that of the Publican ; 
nor could she derive any hope, but from 
the promise of mercy to the greatest of- 
fenders. She vt^as then, it is true, '' poor 
in spirit;" but this did not exclude her 
from " the kingdom of heaven ;" nor, if the 
spirit had actually taken its flight in the 
agonizing struggle to lay and keep hold 
of the cross of Christ, would she, on this 
account, have been spumed from the pre- 
sence of the compassionate Saviour. — But 
I must proceed to the awful and affecting 
crisis. 

The apparent commencement of her last 
illness was on Sunday, the twentieth of 
April. While at church in the mornings 
she was seized with shivering; but, appre- 
hending no serious consequences, she at* 
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tended again, in the evening ; nor was I 
made acquainted with her indisposition, till 
the following day. On Monday morning, 
she commenced a letter to her much be- 
loved friend Miss Tyler; but laid it aside, 
after writing four or five lines ; and this 
last fragment of her writing, which her 
affectionate friend wished to possess as a 
sacred memorial of one, whom she held in 
no common esteem, bears marks of her in^i- 
disposition, as it appears to be written in a 
less firm and even character than her usual 
letters. She afterwards took the walk, of 
which I have before made mention, to her 
esteemed neighbour Mrs. Rogers; and on 
her arrival there, she appeared fatigued 
and thirsty. She was exceedii^gly ex- 
hausted on her return home; and I was 
then informed of her illness. On feeling 
the pulse, I perceived she had a good deal 
of fever ; but I apprehended no other se- 
rious consequences than such as usually 
proceed from a severe cold. She retired 
somewhat earlier than usual to rest ; and I 
gave her a dose of James's powders, at the 
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same time desiring her to put her feet into 
warm water. This produced a copious 
perspiration; and the next mornings she 
seemed to be considerably relieved. Still 
the fever was by no means removed; I 
therefore repeated on Tuesday and the fol- 
lowing day (for she was unwilling' that f 
should call in our medical attendant) such 
medicines as appeared to me likely to re- 
move her indisposition ; and on Thursday 
she seemed to be so much better, as to need 
no further medicine. The pulse was good, 
and natural; she came down stairs, sat up 
the greater part of the day, and was ex- 
ceedingly cheerful. She felt, however, to- 
wards evening, great weariness; and when 
I took leave of her at night, I perceived 
that her pulse had again very much quick- 
ened, and the fever had returned. She 
spent a restless night; and finding her 
much indisposed in the morning, I told her 
that^ though I saw nothing alarming, in her 
case, yet I did not think it prudent any 
longer to prescribe for her myself: and, 
after some hesitation, she consented to my 
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calling in our medical attendant. She had 
several times^ in the course of the last two 
days, asked me if she was in danger; and 
seemed anxiously alive to every indication 
of our feeUngs, either by word or coun- 
tenance ; so that it was peculiarly necessary 
to proceed with caution to prevent alarm. 
On feeling her pulse, Mr. T. Ives in- 
quired whether she had been delirious d urin g 
the preceding night. At this question she 
was evidently alarmed ; and after telling 
him that her head had nevec been in the 
least affected, she asked him whether he 
thought she was in danger. On his smiling 
at her question, and assuring her that there 
was nothing serious in her case, she re- 
sumed her usual composure and cheerful- 
ness. There was, however, something very 
unusual in her pulse, from the commence- 
ment.of her illness. At various periods, in 
the progress of it, it was at the rate of from 
130 to 160, and yet she never experienced 
the least delirium, nor had any local fixed 
pain. When, at a later period of her dis- 
ease, Mr. Ives, the father of our medical 
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friend, first offered us the benefit of his 
extensive practice and wdl-known skill, in 
aid of the kind attentions of his son, he 
said, that on taking hold of her hand, he 
instinctively withdrew his finger from the 
frightful pulse. 

After two days attendance of Mr. T. 
Ives, the disease seemed, a second time, to 
yield to medicine ; and we had sanguine 
hopes that his patient would soon be con- 
valescent : but after the greater part of a 
day had passed under encouraging pro- 
spects, she again relapsed ; and the symp- 
toms returned with unabated violence. 
It was then deemed expedient to use the 
lancet ; and after the same period of two 
days, the pulse again became almost na- 
tural; and my beloved daughter, as well 
as ourselves, anticipated a speedy recovery ; 
but our hopes were, a third time, disap- 
pointed ; for after nearly another whole day's 
improvement, her pulse resumed its former 
rapidity. These intermissions in her malady 
confirmed me in the opinion I had enter- 
tained from her first relapse, that she was 
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labouring under the disease, with which' 
several of her Lincolnshire friends had been 
recently afflicted, of whom we had lately 
heard, that they had had three or four at- 
tacks of what is there well known by the 
name of an intermittent : and I was the. 
more disposed to draw this conclusion, from 
the fact of her having returned ,last autumn, 
from Lincolnshire, with this disease upon 
her. I was therefore very sanguine in my 
expectations, that this illness would neither 
be fatal, nor of long continuance. In the 
former of these hopes, alas ! 1 have been 
most afflictingly disappointed. The hand 
of death was upon my dear daughter, when 
the worst I feared was a lingering recovery 
from an intermitting fever. The malady 
howeveryielded, afourthtime, to medicine; 
and afourth time it resumed its accustomed 
violence. 

A fortnight had now nearly elapsed since 
she had been confined to the house. Her 
inquiries, during this period, were frequenit, 
whether danger were apprehended ; and 
the answers she received were always cn- 

M 
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conragiiig^ for the obvious reason, that no 
one anticipated any other than a favourable 
result. I did, howpver, more than once, 
intimate to my beloved child, that it would 
be presumptuous to say that, where there 
is disease, there is no danger : and that we 
must look up to God, with whom alone are 
the issues of life, to bless the means made 
use of for her recovery : but that humanly 
speaking, there were no symptoms in her 
ease, which did not seem to be under the 
control of medicine ; and that we had the 
best reasons for trusting that the issue would 
correspond with all our wishes. Everyday, 
I believe, during this fortnight, either I 
or her mother read to her some portion 
of scripture ; and, as she could not join in 
our family worship, I always prayed by the 
side of her bed, when we retired to rest. 
Perceiving that she entertained distressing 
fears of death, I took every opportunity 
of indirectly suggesting such thoughts as 
were most likely to remove this dread. 
Having had occasion, one of these days, to 
visit a sick neighbour, of whose religious 
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state I had reason to hope well, but who 
was exceedingly afraid lest she should not 
be saved ; I mentioned the case to my 
daughter, and repeated the arguments I 
had used, and the passages of scripture I 
had quoted, to administer comfcMrt ; hoping, 
in this way^ to impart instruction and oon« 
solati(m to my beloved child. She listened 
with eager attention, but made no reply. 
As soon, however, as I was gone out of 
the room, she said to her mother, " I don't 

wonder that Mrs. is alarmed ; it is an 

awful thing to die!" On the first Sunday 
evening after her confinement to her bed, I 
repeated to her a few of the particulars of 
the sermon I had been preaching, on the 
twenty-third Psalm ; and dwelt somewhat 
at large, on the security and comfort, which 
those enjoy, who have the Lord for their 
guide and support, when ''walking through 
the valley of the shadow of death." On 
the same day, my dear wife read to her the 
fifty-third chapter of Isaiah ; smd when 
she had finished, my daughter exclaimed, 
"What a beautiful chapter!" This led 

m2 
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to a conversation between them, on the 
atonement of Christ, and to some observa- 
tions on an individual, whom they both 
greatly esteemed and loved, but who, it 
was feared, did not entertain scriptural 
views of. this fundamental doctrine. Her 
mother expressed a hope that this friend 
would still obtain salvation ; on which my 
daughter replied, with apparent surprise, 
" Why, mother, is there any other way V* 
It was answered, that she knew of no other ; 
but that she trusted, the individual would 
be brought to receive this doctrine, before 
death. I mention this to show, that she 
had no idea that salvation could be obtained 
in any other way than through the atone- 
ment of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and that 
all her dependence was upon him. During 
this period of her illness, she often expressed 
her earnest desire that she might be restored 
to health, in order that she might reduce 
into practice, the plans she had formed, for 
devoting herself more unreservedly to the 
service of Christ. She spoke of the im- 
pressive sermon she had heard from Mr. 
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Wilson, when in London, a few Sundays 
before ; and seemed to think nothing of 
importance, but a serious attention to the 
'' one thing needful." She was apparently 
in an almost constant spirit of prayer ; and 
seemed to enjoy no conversation, so much 
as that which related to sacred subjects. 
She was, however, generally cheerful, and 
never uttered a single complaint. At times, 
indeed, her natural playfulness of temper 
stole upon her ; and she made some ob- 
servations which occasioned those around 
her to smile, and to make rejoinders on her 
pleasantry. She soon, however, recollected 
herself ; and told me, that she was exceed- 
ingly grieved at what appeared to her to 
border on levity. She said, " I thought I 
was getting better, and then I allowed my- 
self to talk foolishly. O, hoW I fear," she 
added, " if I am restored to health, that 
these serious impressions will wear away !" 
.During a considerable portion of two days, 
in the second week of her illness, her mother 
was confined to her bed, by one of her 
distressingly painful sick headaches. On 
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her return to the chamb^ of her daughter, 
it is not easy to describe the joy of my be- 
loved child. *' O, mother !" she exclaimed, 
" I think I never before so rejoiced to see 
you : the very sight of you does me so 
muoh good, that I could now fancy I am 
almost well." And here, I may remark, 
that her affection for her parents was in- 
tense. Frequently, in the midst of her 
sufferings, would she express for them the 
tenderest regard. She could not restrain 
the emotion of her mind, when she saw our 
distress ; and in various endearing ways, 
showed the goings forth of her heart towards 
ns. Her affection also was manifested in a 
striking manner, towards her aunt Samuel. 
From the time of her aunt first visiting my 
dear daughter, she scarcely ever left the 
sick room ; but night and day waited upon 
her, with a degree of self-^possession, quick 
perception of what was wanted, dexterity 
in every necessary sick-room arrangement, 
ever wakeful attention to the very looks 
of her betoved neice, and cheerfulness of 
countenance and manner, which I never 
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saw equalled ; and which I think it scarcely 
possible to be surpassed. She became so 
necessary to my dear child's comfort, that 
the very short intervals of her absence^ for 
the purpose of obtaining a little vest and 
sleep, were sensibly fdt by my daughter; 
and happy was it for her, that her aunt • 
could as ill endure absence from her beloved 
patient, as she could from her aunt. It 
affords unspeakable comfort to me and my 
dear wife, in the recollection of the distress- 
ing scene, through which we have passed, 
that nearly from the time in which we first 
apprehended danger to the last crisis, our 
beloved daughter enjoyed the society and 
affectionate attentions of one, whom, next 
to her parents and brothers, and perhaps 
her aunt Mary, she probably loved above 
all others; and who performed for her 
much more than the agitated feelings of 
her parents would have permitted them 
to do. 

It was not till Sunday, the fourth of 
May, that we began seriously to apprehend 
danger. In the morning of that day she 
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appeared considerably better ; and we went 
to churchy leaving her in the care of a ser- 
▼ahty in the hope of finding her still im- 
proved on our return. But immediately, 
on entering the house, after church, the 
-servant apprized us that Miss Jerram was 
not. so well as when we left her. We 
Jbastened to her chamber, and found her 
breathing with great difficulty, and with a 
pulse exceedingly rapid and fluttering. She 
said, that soon after we were gone, a dim- 
ness came across her eyes, so that she could 
scarcely distinguish objects ; and she had 
a sensation at her chest, which, at times, 
almost prevented her breathing : and, what 
had greatly added to her distress, she was 
unable to call the servant. She stated, that 
at one time she thought she was dying ; 
and had waited with the greatest anxiety 
for our return. I immediately called in 
Mr. T. Ives, and perceived his alarm on 
feeling her pulse. Nor did his fears escape 
the watchful eye of my daughter : and she 
eagerly asked, if she was in danger. He 
made as light of the affisiir as he could ; and 
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succeeded, in some measure, in abating her 
fears. He thought it proper again to have 
recourse to the lancet, and she cheerfully 
submitted to the operation ; but, alas ! no 
apparent benefit resulted from this mea- 
sure; and it was impossible for me any 
longer to close my eyes against the danger, 
which threatened my dear child. Feelings, 
which I will not attempt to describe, now 
agitated and almost overwhelmed me. It 
is my custom, in the afternoon of the first 
Sunday of every month, to catechize the 
children of the Sunday School publicly in 
the church. I went as usual : but I was 
unable to proceed with my task, and I gave 
notice that there would be no evening ser- 
vice. The idea that our dear and only 
daughter, the delight of our eyes, and the 
joy of our heart ; who had been cherished 
and brought up with the tenderest affection; 
who had become all, and more than all, 
that we could have reasonably expected ; 
the constant and delightful companion of 
all our domestic and social pleasures, and 
our principal hope of earthly comfort for 
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years to come, was about to be torn from 
us, in the spring of her days, and the bloom 
of life, produced indescribable yearnings 
of heart; and, for a time, incapacitated me 
for the discharge of any duty. I immedi^ 
ately sent a hasty messenger to Staines, to 
call in the assistance of Dr. Pope ; and to 
inform my brother Samuel and his wife of 
the dangerous state of my dearest diild. 
During the afternoon of this day, the alarm- 
ing symptoms still continued : but every 
effort was made to conceal them from the 
beloved patient : and it affected me exceed- 
ingly to see the cheerful smile, which still 
continued to sit on her countenance. From 
the first hour of her malady, to the last 
moment of it, so far as respected her ill- 
ness, she never, I believe, uttered a single 
impatient word, nor betrayed a single dis- 
satisfied feeling : so that every one, who 
was admitted into the sick room, felt a 
deUght in being pnesent with her. 

In the evening of this day. Dr. Pope 
arrived, and evidently saw much danger in 
th6 case of his patient : but I am disposed to 
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tbink.that with all the adTantages of a coarse 
of practice extended beyond that of most 
physicians^ and of his long-tried and well- 
known ability, he did not discover the cause 
of her malady ; and it remains, I believe, 
a mystery to the present day. It does not 
fall within my province to make remarks on 
the nature of her disease ; and^ therefore, 
I dismiss this subject, by stating that all 
that seemed possible in this case, was to 
treat the symptoms as they occurred; and 
every thing which medical skill and un- 
wearied attention could accomplish, was 
done for my beloved child. On the even- 
ings also, of this day, Mr. Ives, of Chertsey, 
the father of our medical friend, called to 
see her, and dept that night in the house, 
as he most kindly continued to do, during 
her few remaining days. It was indeed a 
great satisfaction to our anxious minds thus 
to have constantly at hand three skilful 
medical attendants, one or more of whom 
was always with her, at this critical period. 
On Monday morning she appeared some- 
what better ; and during the greater part 
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of the day, the symptoms of her disease 
were so much kept in check, that our hopes 
again revived that she might still do well ; 
and her own spirits were sustained in an ex- 
traordinary manner, so as to enable her to 
maintain an almost uninterrupted cheerful- 
ness. In my conversation and prayer with 
her, I avoided, as much as possible, alarm- 
ing her fears ; but still I endeavoured to 
direct her views to the blessed Saviour; and 
made such general remarks as appeared 
most likely to sustain her mind, should the 
conflict, which I so much dreaded, be at 
hand. She slept the former part of the 
following night, and till nearly five the 
next morning. She awoke with the sense 
of numbness in one of her legs ; and she 
immediately exclaimed — "I am dying!" 
Mr. Ives was sleeping in his clothes, in the 
adjoining room, and was with her in an in- 
stant. Without being apprized of her situa- 
tion, I was proceeding, at about half-past 
five, to inquire after her health, when I 
was met by Mr. Ives, before I entered the 
room, who said, "Miss Jerram is not quite 
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SO well as she has been. She seems, in her 
sleep, to have pressed upon some particular 
nerve of the thigh, which has produced 
numbness, and thrown her into a good deal 
of alarm !" This was kindly intended to 
prepare me for what I should witness, on 
entering the chamber; and I endeavoured, 
as much as possible, to conceal my anguish 
of mind. I approached the sick bed, and 
found her aunt on one side, and a servant 
on the other, rubbing her hands ; and a 
thirds at the bottom, performing the same 
office on her feet. There needed no inter- 
preter of this process. On looking at my 
dearest child, I perceived her breathing 
with great difficulty : alarm was depicted 
in her countenance ; and she fixed her eye 
upon me, in a way that I will not attempt 
to describe. The fearful result rushed on 
my mind with such violence, as to render 
me incapable ofdisguising what was passing 
within : and I have no correct recollection 
of what I either said or did at this dread- 
ful moment. This was the commencement 
of a day the most distressing which I had 
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ever experienced. *' My soal hath it still 
in remembrance, and is humbled in me/' 
Not that it was a day of unmixed darkness 
and distress : there was much in it to call 
forth the most grateful recollections ; and 
to excite thankful acknowledgments to ''the 
Father of mercies." But if there is any 
thing agonizing to the mind of a parent, in 
seeing a beloved and only daughter, whom 
he had, alas ! idoUzed to an extent of which 
he had hitherto no idea, in the apparent 
convulsive struggle of death, for many 
hours; with a mind, during the greater 
part of this time, labouring under intense 
apprehensions of what might be the final 
result of the fearful conflict: if there is any 
thing overwhelming in the idea that this 
parent had to sustain, by the precious pro. 
misesof the Gospel, his almost desponding 
daughter ; and to animate her, under the 
apprehension of immediate dissolution, with 
the hope of a crown of glory, and an im- 
perishable inheritance, just at hand; and 
this, at a time, when his own heart was 
ready to break with the dread of being im- 
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mediately bereaved of his child^ whom he 
loved more than his own life ; — ^then may 
I have occasion to bear in mind this me* 
morable day, with no ordinary emotions. 
I will, however, proceed to give as correct 
a detail of what occurred, as my still agi- 
tated mind enables me to recollect ; pre- 
mising that it is only a part of what took 
place, that I can state ; and even that part, 
not, perhaps, in the exact order and time 
when it took place ; or in the precise words 
in which every thing was said. 

After the first emotions had, in some de- 
gree, subsided, my daughter said, '' I am 
4ying — O pray for me, father!" I replied, 
"I hope not my dean God is all-suf- 
ficient, and he can raise you up again. Don't 
be alarmed." I perceived, however, that 
the agony of her mind was great, and I 
said all that my hurried feelings would 
allow to compose her. I dwelt on the en- 
couraging promises of the Gospel; and en- 
deavoured to set before her " the loving- 
kindness of the Lord," in sending his Son 
to be a propitiation for our sins. I directed 
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her to the cross of Christy on which our sins 
were expiated ; and assured her^ that none 
were ever rejected, who placed their de- 
pendence there. "Yes," she replied; "but 
when he called, I refused ; and now, when 
I call, he will reject me." "You have 
altogether mistaken," I said, 'Hhe applica^- 
tion of the awful passage of Scripture 
(Prov. i. 24, 8cc.) to which you allude. It 
refers to characters, who have hardened 
themselves in iniquity ; who have turned a 
deaf ear to God, when calling them by his 
word and his providence to repentance, and 
who have refused to be reformed : they had 
' set at naught all his counsel, and despised 
all his reproof/ Besides," I said, " sup- 
posing your views of yourself to be correct, 
you must recollect that the Gospel offers 
pardon to 'the chief of sinners:* that the 
Saviour declares, * him that cometh unto 
me, I will in nowise cast out ;' and God 
has said, * though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow ; and though 
they be red, like crimson, they shall be as 
wool.'" As she still refused comfort, and 
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charged herself with insincerity in her pro- 
fession of religion, I continued to repeat 
sach passages of Scripture as offer en- 
couragement and assurance of mercy to the 
greatest offenders. I reminded her of the 
Publican, who smote upon his breast, and 
cried, ' Ood be merciful to me a sinner ;' 
and who went down to his house pardoned 
and justified. In this emergency, it did 
not seem expedient to dispute the point, 
whether she was really the character, which , 
in this moment of alarm, she considered 
herself; but admitting it to be, to the full, 
extents as her fears had cruelly misrepre- 
sented and distorted it, I thought it best to ■'' 
show her, that the Gospel has made abun- 
dant provision for the pardon and accept- 
ance of all who come unto God by Christ : 
and that none would be rejected, who *' have 
fled for refuge, to lay hold of the hope 
set before them." Her mind seemed for a 
moment to be reUeved by these passages 
of Scripture; but she soon replied, "I do 
not feel any love for Jesus Christ/' I re- 
plied, '' Your feeling at this time so little 

N 
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lore to the Saviour, ariseB from your foam 
that he will reject you. If you were assured 
that he loves you, and has forgiven your 
sins, should you not then love him? ** O 
yes, O yes/' she said, '' indeed I should !" 
'* Well, my dear," I replied, " the reason 
why any of us love him, is, because ' he 
first loved us ;^ and the moment you cease 
to put away from you his gracious pro- 
mises of pardon, you will be filled with love 
and gra^titude to him." During the whok 
of this conversati(Hi, her eyes were conti- 
nually lifted up towardsheaven : and though 
her labouring breath scarcely permitted her 
to articulate a single sentence, and her pulse 
could now with difficulty be fidt, yet she 
kept urging the Publican's prayer, " God 
be merciful to me a sinner;" and appeared, 
at times, ia an agony, lest her suit shoxdd 
be rejected. There was occasion, about 
this time, to give her some liquid, to sup- 
port her sinking frame; and in putting the 
spoon to her mouth, my feelings instinctive- 
ly urged me to say, " Drink this, in remem«- 
brance that Christ's blood was shed fiir 
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thee» and be thankfal/' She received the 
cordial with the greatest solemnity ; and 
seenied to lift up her heart to God^ that she 
might receive the sacramental blessing*. 
As both our minds became somewhat tran- 
quillized, I entered into a more calm conver- 
sation with her on the promises of die Gos- 
pel. I said, ''Did Jesus Christcome into the 

* The author is quite aware, that the strict pro- 
priety of what is here related, as well as in another 
place, near the conclusion of this affecting scene, 
may b^ questioned. But the candid reader will 
make great allowance for the feelings of a parent 
on so distressing an occasion. It may be asked, 
perhaps, why the holy Sacrament was not regu- 
larly administered in this emergency ? The answer 
is obvious. The preparation would have redoubled 
the alarm: and the agitated patient would have 
concluded that all hope of recovery was given up. 
Hot could the parent have sustained the mental 
conflict, while going through the whole of the 
solemn sacramental s^vice. But, after all, the 
author begs it to be understood, that he is not 
here recording what it would have been right for , 
him to have said and done : but, as fiearly as he 
iian recollect (and he wrote down the particulars 
almost immediately after h«r decease) what ectuaUy 
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world to call the righteous ix> repentance?" 
" Oh no!" she replied, " he came to call 
sinners — he came to call sinners to repent- 
ance." "You think yourself fos^" "Yes, 
indeed, I do." — " Whom did Jesus Christ 
come to seek and to save?" He came/' 
she said, " to seek and to save that which 
is lost.^ — " Well, then, do you not think 
he came to seek and to save you?" " I 
hope" she replied, " I hope he did." — 
'* Hope!*' I said; "it is certain he did. 
He cannot deny himself, and you should 
not discredit his word. It is unbelief, which 
rejects comfort, when it is so freely offered ; 
and you may offend the blessed and com- 
passionate Saviour, by disbelieving his most 
positive declarations. You seem to think 
ijt difficult to believe, that God will save 
sinners ; now I should despair of your being 

took place. He can now think of several things, 
which he wishes he had then thought of; — but to 
have placed these after-thoughts among the facts 
of the case,' would have given a false representa- 
tion of the whole, and passed an imposition on his 
reader. 
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saved, if you did not feel yourself a sinner. 
You can scarcely admit, that the Father of 
mercies ivill regard the humble and con- 
trite ; and you think him reluctant to ad- 
mit such into his favour : but was there any 
appearance of such unwillingness to be re- 
conciled to us, when he * gave his only be- 
gotten Son' to die for us ?" " O no !" she 
replied, " God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever beheveth in him, should not perish, 
but have everlasting life," "Yes, my 
love," I replied, " and only think how 
plain and simple an affair faith is. Yoy 
remember our Lord's own beautiful illus- 
tration of it: 'As Moses lifted up the 
sejrpent in the wilderness, so must the son 
of man be lifted up ; that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him, should not perish, but have 
everlasting life/" "O yes ! O yes!" she 
said, ''I remember the brazen serpent: 
those who were perishing with the bite of 
the serpent, looked at it, and lived. O Lord 
Jesus Christ, thou wast lifted up on the 
cross : I look to thee ! O suffer me not to 
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perish! O suffer me not to perish !'' I 
then said^ " Do you not thinks my dearest 
child, that I most tenderly love you?" "O 
yes ! she said, I am sure you do : kiss me/' 
and she stroked my face, with inexpressible 
tenderness. '* So great," I said, " is my love 
for you, that, if I might be permitted to 
exchange places with you, I would most 
gladly die in your stead. Now mark the 
language of the Holy Scriptures: ' Like as 
a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieth them that fear him/ You see 
your heavenly Father pitieth you, as much 
as I do: will he then cast you away?'' ''I 
hope not! I hope not!" she replied. "You 
recollect, do you not, the case of Ephraim 
bemoaning himself, as you do : and what 
said God in return?" She immediately re- 
plied, " Is Ephraim my dear son? he is a 
pleasant child ?" and was proceeding with 
the affecting passage — ^but her labouring 
breath would not permit her to finish it. I 
therefore concluded it, — "since I spake 
against him, I do earnestly remember him 
still: therefore my bowels are troubled 
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for bim: I will surely have mercy upoa 
him, saith the Lord." ''Beautiful ! beau- 
tiful!" she exclaimed. I then meutiooed 
many other passages of Scripture, in which 
mercy is promised to the penitent believer, 
in the most unlimited and unconditional 
terms; and added — ''You see my dear, 
that the whole BiUe seems to be written 
for the encouragement of the humble and 
penitent; and to meet a case like yours." 
I dwelt particularly on the case of the 
prodigal son, who said '' I will arise and 
go to my father :" and on the father seeing 
"him a long way off, and mnning, and 
falling on his neck, and kissing himJ*^ I 
asked, " does this look like a reluctance on 
the part of our heavenly Father to receive 
those, who come to him for mercy?" "O no ! 
O no !" she replied : "And," I said, " this 
history is the more remarkable, and en-* 
couraging, because our Lord recorded it 
for the direct purpose of inducing the very 
worst of characters to come to him, and of 
setting forth his abundant mercy towards 
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such as do return." She seemed consider- 
ably calmed, if not comforted^ by this con* 
versation; and after some interval, I said, 
" You have no doubt, my dear, of Jesus 
Christ being able to save to the uttermost 
all that come unto God by him." " O no !" 
she replied vriih peculiar emphasis^ " none 
whatever. I only doubt whether he will 
save me" And then, clasping her hands, 
in an agony, she prayed, '' God be merciful 
to me, a sinner! O Lord Jesus Christ, 
vrho wast lifted up upon the cross to save 
sinners, do not suffer me to perish !" She 
then exclaimed. 

Rock of ages, rent for me ! 
Let me hide myself in thee; 

and was endeavouring to proceed with this 
affecting hymn, with an energy and em- 
phasis I never saw equalled; — butherbreath 
and her strength failed; and she could 
only repeat, with a convulsive sob, here 
and there a word or two. I therefore read 
over the whole to her ; and with her hands 
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still closed^ and her eyes eagerly lifted up 
to heaven, she uttered now and then a word 
after me ; bat when I came to the passage — 

Nothing in my hand I bring ; 
Simply to thy cross I cling; 

her whole manner and countenance in-^ 
stantly reminded me of Job's expression — 
" Though he slay me, yet will I trust in 
him;" for never did a sinking mariner take 
faster hold^ of the last plank, than she 
seemed to do, upon the cross. When I 
proceeded to the following words. 

Vile, I to the fountain fly. 
Wash me, Saviour, or I die ! 

never shall I forget the effort and vehe- 
mence with which she reiterated. 

Wash wie, Saviour, or Idle/ 

No language, that I am master of, can con- 
vey an idea of this affecting scene. All 
around her bed were dissolved in tears ; and 
what were the sensations of her parent's 
breast, others must be left to conceive. 
When we had, in some degree, recovered 
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ourselves^ I prooeeded with the hymn; 
and again I must leave imagination to sup* 
ply what I have no words to convey, when 
I read to my sweetest child, apparently in 
the last conflict with death, and who also 
made an effort to repeat almost every word 
after me : 

While I draw this fleeting breath. 
When my eye-strings break in death, 
When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See thee, on thy judgment throne : 
Rock of ages, rent for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee !* 

* The reader may wish, perhaps, to have the 
whole of this beautiflil Hymn, It is as follows : 

Rock of ages, rent for me. 
Let me hide myself in thee ! 
Let the water and the blood, 
From thy riven side which flow'd. 
Be of sin the double cure, 
Cleanse me from its guilt and powV. 

Nothing in my hand I bring; 
Simply to thy cross I cling ; 
Naked, come to thee for dress ; 
Helpless, look to thee for grace; 
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Dariog the whole of this time, the self- 
abasement aud deep humiliation of my be- 
loved child were such as I never before 
witnessed : and every thing conveyed the 
idea of a being, utterly bereft of hope^ save 
as the cross of Christ, upon which she 
held with the firmest grasp, kept her from 
sinking. 

It is not to be supposed that the whole 
of this conversation^ and these efforts, took 
place, withoat considerable interruptions. 
Her bodily frame could not have endured 
them ; for she was gasping for breath, and 
it was necessary to fan her every moment, 
to enable her to breathe at all. Her pulse 
had sunk almost to the last perceptible 
feeling ; and every breath appeared as the 

Vile, I to the fountain fly ; 
Wash me, Saviour, or I die ! 

While I draw this fleeting breath. 
When my eye-strings break in death. 
When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See thee on thy judgment throne ; 
Rock of ages ! rent for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee. 



d by Google 



188 A TRIBUTE OF x 

last she could draw. It was about this time 
that Dr. Pope arrived : and the interest 
which this kind friend^ and experienced 
physician^ took in the state of my dear 
daughter's mind, as well as her body^ de- 
mands my warmest thanks. So far from 
giving an unseasonable interruption to the 
solemn transactions, which were passing 
between the parent and his child, he gave 
them a direct countenance, and deeply 
sympathized with the mental sufferings of 
both. He did not, however, forget his 
proper office : for though the physical case 
seemed now almost desperate, yet he availed 
himself of every means, which his skill 
could devise, to sustain his sinking patient, 
and keep alive the dying spark. Nor were 
they in vain. Some temporary relief was 
procured ; but it was only to be followed, 
soon after his departure, with agonies still 
more dreadful. Over this scene, I must 
draw a veil ; only remarking, that for the 
greater part of an hour, what appeared to 
be the mortal conflict was carrying on in a 
way that pierced every breast, in every 
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part of the house (for in every part, the 
distressing sounds were heard) with heart- 
rending grief. During this period, when 
the power of utterance was given, she often 
asked "how long?" She said, 'Uhis is 
the valley." She prayed again and again, 
".Lord Jesus, receive my spirit! Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit !" Two of our 
medical friends were present during this 
awful period ; and, as well as ourselves, 
supposed that every breath might be the 
last. The syncope, however, again partially 
subsided ; but never so as to give us the 
slightest hope, till towards evening, that she 
could, at the longest, survive a few hours. 
She had, during this dreadful period, fre- 
quently inquired the hour of the day, for 
the purpose, as she afterwards told me, of 
ascertaining how long she probably had to 
live ; for she said she had heard it remarked, 
that the hours of nine, twelve, three, &c. 
are those on which death usually takes 
place : and as each of those hours ap- 
proached, she expected the conflict to be 
over. Her mind, however, was evidently 

Digitized by LaOOQlC 



190 A TRIBUTE OF 

now more composed; and the terror of 
death was, in a great degree, removed* 
About three o'clock, she was so far relieved, 
as to be able to look, without dismay, at 
her approaching dissolution ; and as I was 
standing by her pillow, she desired me (with 
what emotions, I will not attempt to de- 
scribe ; but still, — considering her intense 
affection for her brothers, with more com- 
posure than I could have expected) to give 
her love to Charles and James (then at 
Oxford), and then to her nearest relations, 
mentioning them by name ; and afterwards, 
to several of her most intimate friends, 
whose names she also mentioned. After 
this, she thanked Mr. T. Ives for his kind 
attentions ; and then the friends and ser- 
vants, who stood round her bed ; and sent 
her thanks to those that were absent. A 
short time after this, I observed my dear 
little boy, her youngest brother, hovering 
about the chamber door, deeply affected at 
the state of his Bister, and apparently wish- 
ing to catch a glance of her. I brought 
him in; and the moment my dear Hannah 
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fixed her eye upon this little brother, 
whom she exceedingly loved, she exclaimed 
with the greatest affection, '^ O my dear 
Sam, come to me ! Kiss me ! Be a good 
boy ; and say your pmyers. Tit* tenderly 
loves you. Be sure you be a good boy ! 
Tit is going to die!'' This was uttered 
with such exquisite tenderness, that the 
dear boy burst into tears, and could not 
cease from weeping for several hours. And 
O how did the last sentence '* Tit is going 
to die;" — thrill through the bosom of her 
parent ! The sound seems still in my ears, 
and causes unutterable yearnings of heart. 
Her dear mother (and happy was it for 
her) was confined to her bed, during the 
greater part of this awful day, in a distant 
part of the house, by one of her violent 
attacks of the headache ; and was kept, as 
much as possible, ignorant of the state of 

* This was the fond appellation, by which my 
dear Hannah was generally addressed by all the 
family. She received it from her first brother, 
who, before he could distinctly say, Sister, used to 
call her- Tit» 
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her beloved child; but hearing, at length, her 
piercing and convulsive sobs, she hastened 
to the immediate scene of distress ; and was 
so affected, as to be incapable of restrain- 
ing her poignant grief. When my daughter 
had a Httle revived, and saw the affliction 
of her tender mother, she affectionately re- 
quested her to leave the room. Afterwards, 
thinking this request might seem unkind, 
she expressed the deepest concern; and said, 
"01 fear my dearest mother will think, 
when I requested her to go away, that I 
did not wish to have her company. O, tell 
her it was because I grieved to see her dis- 
tress, that I made the request. If I could 
seem unkind to such a mother, it would be 
sad indeed !" 

As she was now somewhat relieved from 
her most painful and distressing symptoms, 
we wished her, if possible, to get a little rest. 
After a short time, advancing softly to the 
side of her pillow, I observed her, with her 
hand and her eyes lifted up, in earnest 
prayer : and then she uttered, with extreme 

Digitized by LaOOQlC 



PARENTAL AFFECTION. 193 

emphasis and energy^ the following cou- 
plet of a hymn, which I had never before 
heard : 

O! for a glance of heavenly day, 
To melt this stubborn stone away ! 

Her strength would not allow her to, pro- 
ceed, but she was mentally engaged in 
prayer for a considerable time; and I doubt 
not was making the complaint, and urging 
the petition, contained in the hymn, which 
I place at the foot of the page.* She soon 
after repeated a line or two of the hymn, 
beginning with 

There is a fountain fill'd with blood, 
Drawn from ImmanueFs veins ; 

And sinners plunged beneath that flood, 
Lose all their guilty stains; — 

* O for a glance of heavenly day, 
To melt this stubborn stone away ; 
And thaw, witli beams of love divine. 
This heart, this frozen heart of mhie. 
vThe rocks can'rend, the earth can quake, 
The seas can roar, tlie mountains shake ; 
Of feeling, all things show some sign. 
But this unfeeling heart of mine. 
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and I again directed her attention to the 
all-atoning sacrifice ; and especially to Jesus 
Christ, as our great "High Priest, who 
maketh intercession for us, at the right hand 
of God-/' I said— "We have not a High 
Priest, who cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities; but one, who 
having suffered being tempted, is able to 
succour them that are tempted." I added, 
" do consider, my dear, in what various 
ways the Scriptures address themselves to 
us, in order to comfort those, who, like 
you, are in deep distress; God has not 
only bound himself by promise, but con- 
firmed that assurance by oath, that, by 
two immutable things, in which it is im- 
possible for God to lie, we might have 

To hear the sorrows thou hast felt, 
What but an adamant would melt ! 
But I can read each moving Une, 
And nothing moves this heart of mine. 
Eternal Spirit ! mighty God ! 
Do thou apply the Saviour's blood ! 
Tis his rich blood, and his alone. 
Can move and melt this heart of stone. 
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strong consolation, who have fled for refuge 
to lay hold of the hope set before us." Her 
mind appeared to be comforted by these^ 
and similar passages of Scripture; and she 
repeated after me many of the most striking 
parts of them ; but yet she seemed almost 
afraid of taking to herself the consolation 
they offered, lest she should deceive herself. 
On one occasion, when she had been again 
saying. Lord Jesus, receive my spirit! I 
said, " my dear, angels are ready to conduct 
you to Abraham's bosom. You know they 
conducted Lazarus thither." *'0 yes!" 
said she, " and I hope they will mine ; 
You think then he will not reject me?" 
" Think! my dear child, — I am sure he 
will not : it is impossible he should ! There 
never was an instance, and never will be, 
whilst the world continues, of a trembling 
sinner, clinging, as you do, to the Saviour, 
who was rejected. I could not believe the 
Scriptures, and should have no hope of 
salvation myself, if I could doubt of the 
willingness of God to receive those who 
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come unto him through Jesus Christ, as I 
am sure you do." 

In this, and such like language, I fre- 
quently addressed my beloved daughter, in 
this her day of sore affliction and distress ; 
and I trust the Holy Spirit, to whom I 
earnestly looked for aid, carried the con- 
solation I so anxiously desired, to her heart. 
She became, towards the close of the day, 
exceedingly tranquil; the bitterness of d eath 
seemed to have passed, and a smile of 
serenity was diffused over her countenance. 
Her breathing, however,^ was still most dif- 
ficult ; and though the symptoms were less 
alarming as threatening instant dissolution ; 
yet there was no change in her malady 
which could afford us the most distant hope 
of recovery. Her pulse was scarcely per- 
ceptible ; it was necessary to continue the 
fanning incessantly ; and one servant re- 
lieved another,, by rubbing her almost 
senseless extremities, through the whole 
day. 

In the night, however, to the astonish- 
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ment of all around her, she began gradually 
to revive. Her pulse improved; the re- 
spiration was less difficult, and she spent a 
comparatively calm and peaceful night. I 
did not retire till midnight ; and I desired 
to be called at three in the morning. Never 
was I more astonished than when, on enter- 
ing the sick room, my dearest daughter 
cast her delighted eye upon me; and reached 
out her hand, and said, with a heavenly 
smile, " I am better.*' Mr. Ives of Chertsey, 
who, as I before mentioned, slept every 
night under my roof, had been early called 
up to a distant patient ; but before he went, 
he discovered that the leg, which, the day 
before, had lost all sensation, was con- 
siderably swollen and inflamed. He im- 
mediately appUed a blister to the part, and 
said, that he had still hopes. The swelling 
and inflammation continued to increase, till 
the leg became sensible of pain, on the 
slightest touch. Dr. Pope visited her early 
in the morning ; and after carefully ex- 
amining all the symptoms, he pronounced 
that there were sufficient grounds for hope 
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that all might yet succeed according to our 
wishes : and after giving his judicious di- 
rections^ he said^ in his kind way^ " I hope 
we shall still keep thee, and raise thee up 
again to do more good among thy neigh- 
bours." The disease seemed now to have 
been transferred from the vitals to the ex- 
tremities; and the doctor said, "our atten- 
tion must now be chiefly directed to the leg." 
This information, it is needless to say, filled 
us all with unspeakable joy: and it would 
be almost as difBcult to conceive the delight 
of this day, as the awful darkness of that 
which preceded it. Never shall I forget the 
angelic countenance of my dear daughter 
during this happy day. As soon as she 
saw her mother, she said, " O mother ! this 
is life from the dead :" and seemed at a loss 
for language to express her gratitude and 
thankfulness. I read some of the most 
beautiful Psalms to her ; and particularly 
that, on the restoration of the Jews from 
captivity. These words especially were 
literally fulfilled, and we repeated them 
over and over again, " Our mouths were 
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filled with laughter; and we were like them 
that dream/' We congratulated each other; 
we wrote letters to our friends ; we thanked 
God ; we knelt around her bed, and poured 
out our hearts before our merciful and 
compassionate Father, and intreated him 
to accomplish what he had begun, and 
again to raise up the object of our ardent 
affection to health and happiness. The 
whole soul of my sweet daughter was filled 
with admiring love and gratitude. The 
bitterness of death, and the pangs of se- 
paration, now seemed to be over ; and we 
thought there was scarcely any thing re- 
maining for us to do, but to " thank God, 
and take courage." The pulse resumed an 
almost natural course ; the respiration was 
free; no pain; no head-ache; nothing but 
the leg seemed to demand our attention : 
and though this was Exquisitely sensible to 
the touch, we almost rejoiced in the pain, 
because it seemed to be the bitter remedy 
that was to restore the patient to perfect 
health. During, however, this general exult- 
ation, I felt, at times, a secret misgiving. 
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Surely, thought 1, God has not thus lifted 
me up, to cast me down again : but O, if 
this should be the case ! I knew there was 
sufficient cause for thus humbling me in 
the dust before him. I saw clearly that I 
had been idolizing my daughter, and that 
she had entwined herself round the heart 
of my dear wife and myself, in a way that 
we had not suspected. This brought me, 
in private, to the throne of grace, to beg, if 
possible, that my sinful affections might be 
corrected in some other way, than by the 
loss of my dear child. Still, I could not 
get rid of the words — " thou hast lifted 
me up, and cast me down again/' This 
feeling was, I trust, mercifully intended to 
prevent my being exalted above measure ; 
and being thus utterly overwhelmed, when 
the dreadful stroke was to be inflicted. 

My dear daughter now expressed her 
earnest desire to devote herself entirely to 
the service of the blessed Saviour. She 
considered herself as owing not only her 
creation and salvation to his boundless 
mercy, but even a sort of resurrection from 
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the dead ; and the language of her grateful 
heart was^ ''What shall I render unto 
God^ for all the mercies he has done unto 
me V But here she spake with trembling. 
'• I am so afraid," said she, " lest these im- 
pressions should die away, when I am re- 
stored to life and health, and I should 
forget the vows I made in the day of my 
affliction ! O pray for me, that I may be 
kept from falling, and may glorify my 
heavenly Father/' In similar language, she 
expressed herself to her aunt ; and among 
other things.said — "O how differently does 
every thing appear on a death-bed, to what 
it did before !'* Her aunt read to her se- 
veral hymns and psalms, and particularly 
the 116th and 121st. She begged her to 
read over again several parts of these 
psalms, and especially the peculiarly appro- 
priate first nine verses of the 116th. 

Having, about noon, a fair opportunity 
of talking with her a few minutes alone, I 
asked her some questions on what had 
passed the previous day; such as, whether 
she was sensible and collected in the dread- 
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ful agony, when her convulsive sobs pierced 
the remotest corners of the house? To 
which she rephed, " I was as sensible, as I 
am at this moment:" and added, " if such 
be the act of dying, what must death be ? 
I had often been afraid of death, but never 
before of dying. O what a conflict was 
that !" Indeed it was a conflict ! Well 
may we pray, in the striking language of 
our burial service : " Suffer us not, at our 
last hour, for any pains of death, to fall 
from thee." Perhaps not one in ten thou- 
sand recovers, as my daughter did, to tell 
us what these pains are : and unspeakably 
thankful ought those to be, whose friends 
pass calmly through the valley of the 
shadow of death , and who gently fall asleep 
in Jesus ! I next asked her, why it was, 
that she viewed her case in so alarming 
a light ? and why, particularly, she had 
spoken of herself as a hypocrite? She re- 
plied that, during the last winter, she had 
been less in earnest about religion than 
formerly ; that she had gone to the sacra- 
ment without preparation; that she had 
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paid more attentkm to dress ihan she ought 
to have done ; and that she had read too 
much of other books, and too litde, her 
Bible. These were the overwhelming fiusts, 
which filled her with such inexpressible 
fears; and these were the sins, which brought 
such dreadful guiltuponherconscience,aB to 
make her case appear to herself to be past 
hope ! O how differently do actions appear, 
on the verge of the grave, in the light of 
eternity, to what they seem to the gay and 
careless, in the bloom of youth, and in 
scenes of pleasure ! What self-abasement 
did this account of my dear daughter *s de- 
linquencies occasion in myself! May God 
Almighty make me more watchful, and 
more diligent in my proper work; and pre- 
serve me from laying up materials for an 
awakened conscience to work upon, on a 
dying pillow ! It seems that what the world 
think little things will do this. The fact 
is, her habitual self-examination ; her scrip- 
tural views of the holiness of the divine 
nature; and her acute sensibility of con- 
science, induced a similar feeling to that of 
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Job, when he said, *' I have heard of thee 
by the hearing of the ear ; but now mine 
eye seeth thee : wherefore I abhor myself, 
and repent in dust and ashes :" or that of 
Isaiah, after he had seen ''the Lord, sitting 
upon a throne :" "Woe is me! for I am 
unclean, — for mine eyes have seen the King, 
the Lord of Hosts/' I did not, however, 
attempt to comfort her, by assuring her 
(contrary to the truth) that there was no 
cause for humiliation, on these accounts ; 
but I again referred her to the same sources 
of consolation as I had done before ; and 
especially to the unlimited promises of the 
Gospel ; and to the intercession of Jesus 
Christ for his people : telling her, that "if 
any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, even Jesus Christ, the Righteous." 
In reference to her agonizing fears of death, 
I told her that she brought most bitterly to 
my remembrance my sinful neglect, in not 
having taken more opportunities of talking 
with her on the subject of death ; and 
bringing before her such considerations as 
were calculated to remove its terrors, and 
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make her familiar with it. In her usual 
strain of self-abasement, she replied, " O 
father ! it was not you that have been re- 
miss; but it was my backwardness to join 
in conversation with you, when you have 
entered on that subject. You have often 
introduced it ; and it was discontinued, be- 
cause I did not freely join in it." The 
fact, however, really is, that I had not 
properly, and at seasonable opportunities, 
turned the course of conversation to this 
topic ; nor have I the least recollection that 
it was ever dropped, when it had com- 
menced, from any indisposition, on her 
part, to take a share in it. Whatever sub- 
ject of a religious nature I brought before 
her, was always attended to with a respect, 
bordering on reverence ; and if she made 
but few observations on these occasions, it 
was because she felt it due to her father 
implicitly to receive his instructions. It 
was, however, a sad omission ; and bitterly 
did I lament it, when I saw the distress, 
under which she laboured from mistaken 
conceptions of her own state, and of what 

Digitized by LaOOQlC 



206 A TRIBUTE OF 

might be the result of her passing out of 
time into eternity. 

In referring to the hymn, which she had 
repeated with so much feeling and emphasis, 
I illustrated the expression 

Rock of ages, rent for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee! 

by observing that, in the wide and dreary 
deserts of the East, storms and tempests 
often suddenly arise, and threaten the tra- 
veller with instant destruction. It may 
easily, therefore, be conceived with what 
eagerness he looks around him for shelter ; 
and with what haste he betakes himself to 
the cleft of a rock, if such a refuge should 
present itself, in his impending danger. 
Such a security is Jesus Christ, when we 
are brought to see our danger, and cry in 
our distress, " what must I do to be saved?" 
The prophet had this in view, when he said 
''a man shall be as a hiding place from the 
wind, and a covert from the tempest/' She 
exclaimed, *' O how beautiful ! how beau- 
tiful !" She evidently felt that this was 
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exactly her case; and that she could hope 
for safety » ia the late tempest of her mind, 
no-where * but in Jesus Christ. I should 
have been glad to pursue this delightful 
conversation further ; but I knew that I 
had already gone to the very verge of 
prudence; and therefore I left her, with a 
sweet smile of complacency on her counte- 
nance; and a heart overflowing with grati- 
tude for the great things which God had 
done for her. I told her, at the same time, 
that she must not expect that her malady 
would leave her, without some slight re- 
lapses ; and that she must not be alarmed 
if some of its symptoms returned : but that 
we all now entertained the best hopes of 
her recovery. 

I cannot help here remarking, that her 
countenance, her manner, and even her 
tone of her voice, were different from what 
I had ever observed in her before : and, if 
I may be allowed to say, what others thought 
as well as myself, there was something in 
her whole aspect almost angelic. The dif- 
ficulty she found in breathing had occa- 
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sioned her to throw off her cap : her fine 
auburn hair, now in disorder, partly 
covered her face; her countenance was 
lightened up with an incessant smile; her 
languid efforts to assume an air of constant 
cheerfulness, that we might not suspect 
there was any thing alarming in her case, 
added greatly to the effect ; and her unin- 
terrupted devotional feelings gave her a 
peculiar animation, and yet an appearance 
of gentleness,which were exceedingly affect- 
ing. She looked with so much benevolence 
and tenderness upon all who approached 
her ; and spoke with so much sweetness to 
every one, who had occasion to address her, 
that all felt themselves as in the presence 
of a being, almost more than mortal. On 
one or two occasions, she felt a propensity 
to indulge her accustomed playfulness ; but 
she immediately corrected herself, as think- 
ing it unsuitable to her present circum- 
stances; and once, when her aunt, with a 
view to make the sick room as cheerful as 
possible, said something or other rather 
jocosely, she whispered in her ear, in the 
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kindest manner, ** I am afraid, my dea* 
aunt this is not quite seasonable/' 

In this frame of mind, she continued the 
whole day ; but towards the conclusion of 
it, she was evidently not so well. Her re- 
spiration was less free ; and it became ne- 
cessary again to fan her, and to apply the 
smelling bottle. But the most formidable 
symptom was, the almost instantaneous ces- 
sation of pain in her leg. She mentioned 
this to Mr, T. Ives, who immediately ma- 
nifested his fears by his dejected counte- 
nance. She asked him why he looked so 
serious : he affected to be surprised at her 
question ; but she instantly perceived that 
something was wrong ; and, as she after- 
wards told us, she apprehended that a mor- 
tification had taken place, and that she 
should probably have to undergo an ampu- 
tation of the limb. With this impression 
on her mind, it is most extraordinary how 
she maintained her accustomed cheerful- 
ness ; for though, at the first discovery, she 
appeared somewhat cast down^ yet she soon 
resumed her spirits, and seemed to have 
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forgotten thatany change for the worae had 
taken place. The fact is^ she was most 
anxious to prevent her friends feeling any 
alarm ; and when they appeared at all de<- 
jected, she assumed a more than ordinary 
air of ease. She had also a mind^ though 
naturally timid, capable of being wrought 
up to a very high pitch of courage, when 
the emergency called for it ; and I have 
not the least doubt that, had her suspicions 
of a mortification been well grounded, and 
an operation been deemed necessary, she 
would have submitted to it, without a 
n^urmur ; and have still smiled on her agi- 
tated friends. 

Her medicine was now changed, and a 
few drops of laudanum, for the first time, 
were given witli each dose. This occa- 
sioned her to sleep, at intervals, the greater 
part of the night ; and her pulse evidently 
improved. On Thursday she continued 
considerably better. The swelling and in- 
flammation in her leg again increased ; and 
it was thought that, if there were strength 
enough left in her constitution, the disease 
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might still be thrown <^. It was deemed 
proper to keep her as quiet as possible 
during this day, that her little remaining 
strength might not be uselessly expended : 
and Mr, Ives said to her, '' I am afraid. 
Miss Jerram, you talked rather too much 
yesterday: you must be as still as possible 
to-day, and not talk at all." '' That, Mr. 
Ives," she said, in her playful way, " is 
a hard task ; where there are ladie$, you 
know they must talk." She was, however, 
kept quiet; and very Httle was said to, or 
heard from her, except what was connected 
with her food and medicine. But she still 
maintained her accustomed cheerfulness ; 
and gave many intimations l^at she was 
no longer harassed with fears. Those, who 
were constantly standing by her bgd, ob- 
served that she^as much engaged in mental 
prayer, from the closing of^her hands, and 
the lifting up of her eyes. Occasional peti- 
tions were heard, and they all bespoke the 
same humility, and entire dependence on 
God for grace to keep her from falling, if 
she should again be restored to. health. 

p2 
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At no time^ since serious danger had 
been apprehended, were our hopes of re- 
covery more sanguine than during the 
greater part of this day. Every thing 
seemed to proceed as her medical attend- 
ants could wish. The pulse was good ; the 
respiration comparatively easy ; the mind 
tranquil ; and she enjoyed some apparently 
refreshing sleep. She did, indeed, once or 
twice, on awaking, show a momentary wan- 
dering of mind ; but this was ascribed to 
the effect of laudanum, a small portion of 
which she took in each of her doses of me- 
dicine. On one of these occasions, I was 
standing by her pillow when she awoke ; 
and, throwing backher hair — she said " it 
is time to go down/' I said, '* whither, 
my dear?" - O dear,*' she said, with a 
sweet smile at her own confusion of mind, — 
*' I must recollect myself. I thought it 
was time to go down to f)rayers." Towards 
the conclusion, however, of this day, the 
symptoms again became unfavourable : the 
pain left her leg, and she said it seemed as 
if it. did not belong to her. She thought 
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her extremities were dying, and that the 
other foot was losing its sensation : and I 
have reason to believe that, from this time, 
she gave up the hope of recovery. Her 
remarks to her aunt, and Mrs. Rowland, (a 
kind neighbour, whom my daughter much 
esteemed, and who was very much with 
her during the last few days of her illness,) 
plainly showed that she apprehended death 
was very near. She put out her hands and 
pointed to the nails, as indicating to her 
mind, that her dissolution was now com- 
mencing : and mentioned other things, which 
seemed to put the matter, in her opinion, 
beyond all reasonable doubt. I allude to 
these minute circumstances merely for the 
purpose of showing, that her future tran- 
quillity and undisturbed repose of mind 
did not arise from the flattering hope of 
ultimate recovery; — ^but from a settled 
confidence in the ^fety of her case, and a 
firm hope of a happy immortality. 

In the evening of this day, it was thought 
necessary, from the length of time in which 
she had lain in one position, to remove her 
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to another part of the bed, and to adjust 
the clothes around her : and in making this 
attempt^ her extreme weakness became so 
apparent, as to leave no one in doubt what 
must very soon be the issue. It required 
two persons nearly two hours to accomplish 
a small poition of the intended arrangement . 
The slighest motion affected her with the 
sensation of dying. She frequently whis- 
J)ercd, (for now she could only whisper, and 
that in broken sentences,) " Never mind — 
it is of no consequence : I am going ! now 
I am going !" I daw hef after this effort ; 
but did not speak, as her strength was com- 
pletely exhausted . There continued, how- 
ever, the same cheerful smile on her coun- 
tenance; and she afterwards took some 
interest in, and gave some directions about 
the arrangements that were necessary for 
the night. A slight cough came on at 
times, and she evidently had not sufficient 
strength to expectorate. Daring the night 
she dozed a little, but got no refreshing 
rest. Every thing was now carried on by 
signs, or the gentlest whisper. It was ne- 
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cessary almost incessantly to use the fan, to 
keep breath in her. But not a single indi- 
cation of impatience or uneasiness appeared . 
She was composed and placid ; and evi- 
dently had her mind at rest. She said to 
her mother, who took her turn in waiting 
at the bed of her dying daughter at three 
o'clock on Friday morning, ** I am not 
afraid j" and after a pause, she added, " O 
mother ! I have many things I which to say^ 
I long to talk to you : but I have not 
strength." Soon after, she said, *' I have no 
pain, — none whatever ; but I feel such an 
indescribable langour, and sinking." Her 
mother, perceiving the effort which a single 
wcwrd required, requested her to make a 
sign, by lifting up her hand, when she had 
occasion for any thing ; but this seemed to 
her, even inherstateof complete exhaustion, 
to be inconsistent with that respect which 
she owed to her affectionate parent ; and 
she exclaimed, " O mother, that would be 
shocking." 
Her stomach how, for the first time, be- 
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gdn to loathe her medicine, and she was 
with difficulty persuaded to take it. Her 
mother, thinking it of the last importance 
that this should not be discontinued, and 
that Mr. Ives would more easily prevail 
upon her to take it than she could, called 
him out of the adjoining chamber, where, 
as usual, he was sleeping in his clothes. 
On his appearance, my beloved daughter 
was much grieved that her reluctance to 
take the medicine . should have caused his 
rest to be disturbed, and immediately took 
it, though it evidently caused great nausea. 
When I approached her bed, about seven 
in the morning, she fixed her eyes upon 
me ; and, with a heavenly smile upon her 
countenance, she said, " I am not alarmed ! " 
Sweet creature ! But«how was thy afflicted 
parent alarmed ! He saw thee sinking 
gradually into the arms of death ; and his 
soul was melted within him. He withdrew, 
and laid his case before Him, "who is 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities ;" 
and intreated that, since " the cup might 
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not pass from him/' he might at length be 
able to say, '* not my will but thine be 
done." 

In the course of this morning, I went 
several times into the sick room, but placed 
myself, as much as possible, out of her view, 
lest the sight of my agitated countenance 
should disturb her repose. She continued 
to doze a considerable part of the morning ; 
but took, at intervals, small quantities of 
egg, mixed in brandy. I left her room about 
two o'clock ; and after being absent a short 
time, sent a message to request that, if my 
name should be mentioned, I might be im- 
mediately informed. Soon after I retired, 
she asked one of her kind attendants, what 
o'clock it was ; and was answered, ** twenty 
minutes past two." She directly repeated, 
— looking at her aunt, "twenty minutes 
past two ! " In a short time after, she said, 
" it is now half-past, — it will soon be three. 
Where is my father ? He has not been 
lately in the room. And my dear mother ?" 
I was immediately sent for. On approach- 
ing her bed-side, she asked, " is the doctor 
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coming?'' 1 replied, I hoped he would 
80on be here. I then perceived that her 
dissolution was at hand. A cold sweat 
bedewed her countenance : her pulse was 
scarcely perceptible ; and every thing in- 
dicated that death was silently performing 
his last office. Her dear aunt was con- 
stantly employed in sponging her forehead 
with an aromatic ; and the grateful creature 
kept testifying, by signs, her thankfulness 
for the refreshment it afforded her. I 
could no longer restrain my agonized 
feelings ; and I fear I must have disturbed 
her repose, at a moment, when it was 
peculiarly desirable that all should be still 
and correspondent with the awful event 
which was taking place. I endeavoured, 
however, with as much self-Cotnmand as I 
was master of, to direct her mind to the 
Saviour. I reminded her of the brazen 
serpent./ I said she was just within reach 
of the haven of rest. I told her that angeh 
were waiting to conduct her soul to Abra- 
ham's bosom ! that, in a few moments, she 
would be beyond the reach of pain, and 
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sorrow and danger ; and that she was about 
to be welcomed into the realms of ever- 
lasting light and blessedness. She then 
just articulated *' some egg." I presented 
it to her ; and as she was receiving it, I said, 
** take this, in remembrance that Christ 
died for thee;" and I have no doubt she 
" fed on him, in her heart by faith." I still 
exhorted her to put her whole confidence 
in the atoning sacrifice ; and assured her 
that all would soon be well. She then made 
an effort to speak ; her aunt applied her 
ear to her lips, and received her last words, 
" I have ho other hope !" In about three 
minutes, she breathed her last, without a 
struggle or a sigh ; and passed from this 
vale of tears to stand '* before the throne of 
God, and serve him day and night in his 
temple : and she shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more ; neither shall the 
sun light on her, nor any heat. For the 
Lamb which is in the midst of the throne 
shall feed her, and shall lead her unto living 
fountains of waters ; and Gk)d shall wipe 
away alt tears from her eyes." I approached 
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her pillow, and kissed her beloved cheek, 
tnoist with the dews of death, and closed 
her eyes ! Sweet child ! How beautiful 
was thy countenance^ even after the spirit 
had fled ! It seemed to reflect a heavenly 
peace, and to assiure us, ** all is well !'' As 
her face had always beamed with delight 
upon us whilst living, so also in death it 
retained its accustomed smile : and as long 
as it was proper to gaze on her mortal re- 
mains, we were saluted with as sweet an 
aspect as death, deprived of his sting, ever 
left on the countenance of the triumphant 
Christian : it seemed to say, '* Thanks be 
to God, who giveth us the victory!'* 

She died at half past three o'clock on 
Friday, the ninth of May, after she had 
just entered her twenty-fourth year. As 
my dear wife, and two of the highly valued 
friends of my beloved daughter, had joined 
with me, in earnest prayer, about half an 
hour before her death, that the Father of 
mercies would graciously support her in 
her last conflict; and grant her an abundant 
entrance into the everlasting kingdom, — a 
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prayer which I doubt not he mercifully aD- 
swered; — so we again retired, and humbly 
implored him to reconcile our minds to this 
sore visitation ; to bow our wills in sub- 
mission to his ; to be with us in this furnace 
of affliction ; to enable us to glorify him in 
the fire, and to sanctify the dispensation 
to our everlasting welfare. These prayers 
have, I trust, also been answered : for though 
the fountain of our tears seems inexhausti- 
ble; yet we have not been suffered to 
't charge God foolishly;" nor to contest 
with him his right to dispose both of us and 
ours, " as seemeth best to his godly wis- 
dom," " All we are sure is well," with our 
dear daughter : and though our minds, in 
fond recollections, are constantly recurring 
to the beloved object ; and the current of 
our affections, which have been flowing 
with a strong and constantly increasing tide, 
in this channel, for three and twenty years, 
has hitherto refused to take any other di- 
rection, yet ours is not a sorrow which has 
no hope ; and it is not, I humbly trust, 
mixed with any portion of fretfulness and 
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repining. Whether the wound will be ever 
completely healed on this side the grave, I 
cannot as yet see ; certain it is, that though 
I write this part of the memoir at the dis- 
tance of five months from the departure of 
my beloved child, it still appears as far from 
being closed as it watf at first ; and we feel 
an instinctive propensity to get alone, and 
indulge our sorrows : yet our grief is not 
without its present advantages; and I 
trust, it will " yield the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness." Our minds naturally turn to 
the happy abode of our beloved child ; and 
we acquire somewhat of the habit of con- 
templating the employments, as well as 
felicity of that blessed kingdom. Nor can 
we reflect on our dear daughter deriving 
her constant and transcendent joys from 
the overflowing kindness of the adorable 
Saviour, without feeling our hearts more 
strongly united to him than ever ; and de- 
siring to know more of him, that we may 
enjoy still richer communications of his 
grace. It affords us a high gratification-to 
think that we shall soon be transformed 
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'' into his likeness, for we shall see him as 
he is;" and that **our vile body will, ere 
long, be fashioned like unto his glorious 
body;" and we shall ''be for ever with the 
Lord." In the mean time, it is no small 
honour and happiness to have trained up 
our daughter, as, "a tree of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord." She was, it is 
true, taken from us, when full of bloom, 
and promising the choicest fruit; but then 
she has been safely transferred from an un- 
genial clime, where she would have been 
exposed to many a chilling blast, and deadly 
blight, to the paradise of God, where she is 
sheltered from every storm, and will blos- 
som in unfading beauty, and bring forth 
fruit through everlasting ages. If she has 
been cut off in the midst of her days, yet 
she has reached the resting-plac6 of the 
saints, without bearing much of " the heat 
and burden of the day;" and were the. 
choice now given her, she would not ex- 
change her' present society, employments, 
joys, and prospects, for the cares, and sor- 
rows, and dangers, and mortal conflict. 
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which are inseparably connected with the 
most favoured condition of human life. 
As we ** shall go to her, but she will not 
return to us," be it our concern daily to 
ascend to that happy world in afiection, 
and to become '^meet to be partakers with 
the saints in light." 

A. few hours after the death of our 
daughter, we opened the pocket Bible which 
had been her constant companion; and 
found, on a blank leaf, the following ad- 
monitory and most seasonable lines, which 
she seemed to have recently copied with 
a pencil : 

With peaceful mind, thy path of duty run; 

God nothing does, nor suffers to be done, 

But what thou wouldst thyself, couldst thou but 

see 
Through all events of things, as well as lie. 

I need not mention in what way they af- 
fected us. Our beloved daaghter seemed 
to speak to us from her exalted state of 
glory and feUcity ; and with a capacity 
vastly enlarged, and views extending far 



d by Google 



PARENTAL AFFECTION. 226 

beyond those of mortals^ to assure us that 
every thing had taken place, just as she 
could have wished ; and that we also, as 
soon as we could see all the links in the 
chcun which connects earth and heaven; 
should fully approve of this dispensation of 
Divine Providence: in the mean time, that 
we had appropriate duties to perform, and 
ought not to suffer grief to unfit us for their 
due discharge. The lesson, I trust, has 
not been lost upon us. 

When the tidings of our affliction reached 
our dear friend, Mr, Wilson, he was enter* 
ing on his Sunday's duty at St. John's : 
and so greatly was he affected by it, that 
after his sermon he announced it to his 
congregation, and gave notice of his inten- 
tion to improve the event, by preaching a 
sermon to the young, on the following Sun- 
day evening. In the meantime,—- knowing 
his great affection and esteem for my dear 
child, and the deep interest he would take 
in our grievous privation, — I wrote to re- 
quest him to address my own congregation, 
on the day of her interment. This task, 

Q 

Digitized by LaOOQlC 



226 A TRIBUTE OF 

paiDful as it was, he most kindly iiader- 
took : but when he ascended the pulpit, so 
much were his feelings overcome^ that it 
was long before he could pronounce his 
text, and apprehensions were entertained 
that he would not be able to proceed. With 
much difficulty, he at length commenced ; 
but at every attempt to speak of my be- 
loved child, his voice was stifled, and he 
ultimately found it necessary to say that 
he could not approach that subject. The 
sympathy, I need not add, was general ; 
and probably a stronger impression was 
thus made on the audience than if he bad 
been able with his usual energy, to say all 
that his full heart would have dictated. 
His discourse was founded on the words of 
David to Jonathan, in the first of Samuel, 
XX. 3. " Truly as the Lord liveth, and as 
thy soul liveth, there is but a step between 
me and death." 

On the Sunday following, I understand, 
he addressed a very crowded audience at 
St. John's, on the same words ; and there, 
having less excitement from peculiar cir- 



d by Google 



PARENTAL AFFECTION. 227 

cumstances and surrounding objects, he 
was not prevented by his affectionate feel- 
ings from urging, with great effect, the im- 
portance of early religion, and an habitual 
preparation for the approach of death. It 
affords me no common gratification to re- 
cord these proofs of my dear friend's tender 
regard for my beloved daughter ; not only 
as they show the opinion entertained of her, 
by one who is capable of estimating her 
character ; — but especially as they are con- 
nected with the persuasion that many young 
persons have been profited by her death. 
It seems to be one of the designs of Divine 
Providence, in suddenly and prematurely 
removing individuals from this world, to 
arrest the attention of the living ; and when 
any persons, who are likely to engage a 
more than common share of public interest, 
either by the time and manner of their 
death, or by their talent and station in life, 
are '* cut off from the land of the living," 
it seems to lay an obligation on those who 
"watch for souls," to make the suitable 
improvement of the dispensation. It is 

q2 
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with this object chiefly in view, that I have 
been offering this Tribute of Parental Af- 
fection to my only and beloved Daughter. 
I found it, indeed, peculiarly gratifying to 
my present state of mind^ to refresh my re- 
collection with the principal occurrences of 
the life and death of a daughter so exceed- 
ingly dear to us; and to record them in 
such a way, as to afford an opportunity of 
renewing the impression, when,. from dis- 
tance of time, and later engagements, it 
might be expected that her beloved image 
would become less vivid and familiar. Nor 
will I deny that it has afforded me a re- 
fined pleasure to have such an opportunity 
of procuring, for the memory of my child, 
a place in the esteem and affection of ** the 
excellent of the earth." But I could not 
have reconciled it with my sense of duty, 
to mak,e these the ultimate, nor even the 
principal object of this little work. I have 
constantly had before me a more appropri- 
ate and important aim. I have wished to 
engraft instruction on the various incidents 
inrhich I have had to record; and to take 
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advantage of the sympathy, which I am 
persuaded my narrative will have excited, 
especially among the young, by turning the 
affections into a right channel, and direct* 
ing the mind to the noblest pursuits : and 
happy, indeed, shall I think myself if this 
tribute of affection to my dear Hannah be- 
come the vehicle of spiritual blessings to a 
single individual. I can conceive of nothing 
that would be more gratifying than a re- 
sult like this, to the feelings of the subject 
of this memoir, if we may be allowed to 
suppose, — and I do not see why we may 
not, — that the ''spirits of the juSt" take an 
interest in the affairs of this lower world. 
She would be content, I am persuaded, 
again to pass 4;hrough the dreadful terrors 
of the valley of death, could she be made 
the instrument of essential and spiritual be- 
nefit to one immortal being.^ It was the 
first wish of her heart, while living, to do 
good: and her countenance would have 
beamed with inexpressible delight, when 
lying on the bed of death, could she have 
anticipated that the narration of the feai 
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through which she had passed would be 
the means of awakening the attention of 
others to prepare for the awful conflict. 
This subject is of such importance, that I 
trust I may be excused, if I still dwell upon 
it ; and avail myself of this narrative to 
make a serious and affectionate address 
TO THE YOUNG, OH the importance of im^ 
mediately taking a decided part in an affair 
of everlasting moment. 
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Suffer. me then, my young friends, to 
remind you, that the salvation of your soul 
is, of all concerns in the world, the most 
important. What is the soul? What 
are its capacities ? — What its destiny ? — 
What is the body? — What is the mea- 
sure of its enjoyments ? — and what is its 
duration ? Each of these questions is preg- 
nant with reflections of overwhelming mag- 
nitude. Stretch imagination to its utmost 
limit, and it will fall infinitely short of the 
reality. Compare these component parts 
of man with each other. The one allies 
you with the *' spirits of the just," — with 
angels, with God himself: the other, you 
have in common with the " beasts that 
perish.'^ The soul is capable of unlimited 
attainments in knowledge ; is susceptible of 
the most exquisite pleasures ; and is a fit 
associate for the most exalted and spiritual 
beings. What has the body, — earthly, sen- 
sual, and grovelling, — to put in competition 
with these? Follow the soul into its re- 
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sidence in the future world. Connect it with 
everlasting ages : view it, as surviving "the 
wreck of matter, and the crush of worlds," 
and as measuring its duration with the 
eternal God ! Look at the body in the 
dark and dismal receptacles of the dead, 
saying " to corruption, Thou art my father : 
and to the worm. Thou art my mother and 
my sister!" Weigh the two in a balance : 
and connect with them earth and heaven. 
Put " all that is in the world, the lust of 
the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride 
of life,^' into one scale: and a crown of 
glory; and an imperishaUe inheritance | 
and an everlai^ing kingdom ; and joys that 
are eternal ; and em[doyments that engage 
and ennoble angels ; and the full vision of 
the glorified Saviour, and die fruition of 
God, into the other : and you will have a 
grain of dust in one, and the universe in 
the other ! 

Know'st thou the importance of a soul immortal ? 
Behohi this midnight glory ! worlds on worlds I 
Amazing pomp 1 redouble this amaze : 
Ten thousand add; add twice ten thousand more: 
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Then weigh the whole ; one soul outweighs them 

all; 
And calls th' astonishing magnificence 
Of unintelligent creation, poor. 

Now permit me, ray young friend,. se*- 
riously to ask you, to which of these have 
you hitherto paid your chief attention ? 
Which do you first think of, when you 
awake in the morning ? Which excites the 
greater anxiety through the day ? and which 
makes the last impression, when you repose 
at night upon your pillow ? Oh ! to what 
sad reflections would questions like these 
give birth ! Yet, let me entreat you, weigh 
them. They may, at first, alarm you: 
but if they induce you, as I trust they will, 
to form a due estimate of the soul, they 
may lead to the commencement of a course 
of conduct, which will issue in your hap* 
piness, both in the present Ufe^ and in the 
world to come* 

When your mind is suitably impressed 
with the value of the treasure you possess; 
your next concern will be to secure it from 
danger. The merchant, who carries abo\it 
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with him precious gems, exercises an almost 
sleepless vigilance that he may not lose 
them : and if» hitherto, you have been fear- 
less of danger, your repose must have arisen 
from your ignorance that you also possess 
a " pearl of great price ;" and may, in a 
moment, be deprived of it. Indulge no 
longer in this thoughtless security. You 
are, whether you are aware of it or not, on 
the precipice of ruin. " Sin has brought 
death into the world,'' and '' all are sin- 
ners." The sentence of condemnation is 
already pronounced, and may, immediately, 
be executed. Is it not then high time to 
awake out of sleep ? . Should you not in- 
quire, " What must I do to be saved ?" In 
what way may the awful sentence be re- 
versed ? How may I escape *' the wrath 
to come?" Is there any hope? These, 
and similar questions, will prepare you to 
receive " the glad tidings of salvation," and 
cause you to rejoice in Christ Jesus the 
Saviour. 

It is to this compassionate friend of sin-- 
tiers that I would now affectionately be 
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speak your attention. Scriptural views of 
his person and office^ reliance upon his 
merits^ and a conformity to his will, are of 
the last importance, — the very turning point 
of salvation. You have seen, in the case 
of my dear daughter, that nothing could 
calm her agitated mind, but considerations 
drawn from the cross of Christ. This was 
her sheeUanchor; and when she was en- 
abled to avail herself of this, her fear sub- 
sided — the bitterness of death passed away 
— and she contemplated the awful prospect 
which opened before her, with composure. 
You will also doubtless have observed, that 
Jesus Christ is the sum and substance of 
the Holy Scriptures. He was the subject 
of the first promise, and the only stay and 
comfort of our desponding parents when 
driven out of paradise. The patriarchs 
foresaw his day, and were glad ; and con- 
sidered him as ** the seed in whom all na- 
tions should be blessed." He was typified 
by sacrifices — foretold by prophets— -and 
sung by poets. He is the grand subject 
which the sacred historians had ever upper- 
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most in their minds^ when narrating the 
events which had taken place since the 
creation of the worlds down to his birth. 
There were» at different periods, great king- 
doms ; mighty conquerors ; and important 
revolutions ; but they were of no other im- 
portance, in the estimate of writers under 
the influence of divine inspiration, than 
as they had a reference to the kingdom of 
Christ : and they are taken up, in the course 
of the narrative, and laid aside, just as they 
happen to bear on the one great object of 
divine revelation. 

In the New Te^^awien^, every thing bears 
testimony to the fact of *' the decree having 
gone forth, that at the name of Jesus every 
knee shall bow, and every tongue confess 
that he is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father." His stupendous condescension, 
in taking upon him human nature, was 
announced by angels ; his mission wasesta^ 
Wished by proof of his omnipotence in 
suspendingandchangingthelawsof nature. 
He gave eyes to the blind; feet to the 
lame; ears to the deaf; and hfe to the 
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dead. He stilled the raging of the sea, and 
triumphed over the powers of darkness. 
Creation sympathized in his sufferings and 
death ; for the sun was darkened, and the 
earth shook, and the dead were raised. His 
ascension to the right hand of the Majesty 
on high was witnessed by men and angels ; 
and now he has taken possession of the 
throne of his glory, he presides over the 
affairs both of earth and heaven; and, 
sitting as *' the Lamb in the midst of the 
throne," he receives the homage of the vast 
multitude, who '' have washed their robes, 
and made them white in his blood." In 
the acts and letters of the apostles, every 
thing is calculated to raise our admiration 
of his character, and to show us the un- 
speakable importance of embracing his 
gospel. In his person, he is said to be 
precious ; in his grace, his riches are un- 
searchable. To the Christian, he is " All, 
and in all;" he is " made of God to him 
wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and 
redemption." In having Christ, he pos- 
sesses the riches of both worlds, for " all 
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things/' says the apostle, " are yours; for 
ye are Christ's, and Christ is God's." He 
is their guide and comforter ; their sun and 
shield ; their friend and advocate. He sup- 
ports them under their earthly conflicts ; 
gives them the victory over death; and 
'^ administers unto them abundantly an 
entrance into his everlasting kingdom." He 
will finally "judge the world in righteous- 
ness," and fix the eternal destinies of the 
assembled millions, who have appeared on 
the earth from the creation of Adam to the 
last of his descendants. In short, he is 
*' the Alpha and Omega :" he has '* the 
keys of death and of hell :*' he carries on 
" his vesture and his thigh his name writ- 
ten. King of kings, and Lord of lords;" 
and the whole world must either touch his 
sceptre and live, or be broken to pieces by 
the rod of his vengeance. 

Now, my young friend, why have I given 
this outline of the character and glory of the 
blessed Redeemer ? With a view to show 
you that he is no secondary object; and can- 
not be served with a subordinate homage. 
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He has the first place in heaven and earth ; 
and he must have the predominance in your 
heart and a£Pections. He is the fountain 
of life, and you must derive your spiritual 
existence from him. He has purchased 
pardon for sin, by his death upon the cross, 
and you can obtain reconciliation only 
through his blood. He dispenses grace 
and salvation to the humble and penitent ; 
and you can neither be holy nor happy, 
but by an union with him. If you make a 
mistake here, the error will be fatal ; '* for 
there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be 
saved." Bear in mind then^ that coming 
to Christ, is the first step to Christianity ; 
abiding in him^ is its highest perfection ; 
and dwelling in his presence for ever is the 
consummation of all our hopes, and the 
fruition of all possible blessedness. Is this 
exhibition of the Saviour consistent with 
scriptural documents ? You must acknow- 
ledge it is. Does it correspond with what 
you observe in the majority of those who. 
profess his religion ? or with what you hear 
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respecting hiro, in their casual conreniation 
on the subject? Ifnot; whatisthepractical 
lesson? Obviously, that you must " come 
out from amongst them/' However pain- 
ful singularity may be, you must submit 
to the cross, unless you are determined to 
relinquish the crown. You know who has 
said, '* wide is the gate and broad is the 
way that leadeth to destruction, and many 
there be which go in thereat ; while strait 
is the gate and narrow is the way which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it." 

Besides, are you not struck with the 
extreme danger of making light of that, 
which God has stamped with the seal of 
heaven, as being the only thing in the world 
of real importance ? Reflect for one mo- 
ment on these facts. The Author of the 
Gospel is no less a personage than the Son 
of God. He was " the brightness of his 
Father's glory, and the express image of 
his person." " He created all things that 
ate in heaven and that are on earth, visible 
and invisible ; whether they be thrones or 
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dommiQUS, or principalities, or powers: all 
things were created by l)im and for him." 
This divine personage " laid aside the glory 
which he had with the father ; made him- 
self of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and suiSered death 
upon the cross." He broke the power of 
death and thegrave^andascended in triumph 
into heaven ; and there he holds the reins of 
government, as the head and representative 
of his church. He has sent the Holy Spirit, 
the third person in the divine Trinity, to 
enlighten, sanctify, and bless the world. 
He has established in hearen itself an order 
of things, directly subservient to tlie same 
grand object of saving the ruined race of 
man. Angels are appointed ministering 
spirits to the heirs of salvation, and rejoice 
when a sinner repenteth: they desire to 
look intQ these mysteries of redemption, 
and view them as displaying the wisdom 
and grace of the Father in a Ught in which 
they had never before seen them; and to an 
extent which baffles their vast conceptions : 
and the whole system of the universe is 
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regulated in reference to the grand schem^ 
of glorifying God by this method of saving 
man : — and now let me ask you, whether 
there be no danger in ** neglecting this 
great salvation;" in throwing back ail these 
favours; and in pouring contempt on thia 
display of divine wisdom, and power, and 
goodness? And when you admit this 
danger, next consider the greatness of it. 
What, let me ask you, is comprehended in 
the loss of heaven, and the torments of hell ? 
Endeavour to measure the distance between 
these different abodes; and to learn whatis 
going on in that prison house, and in those 
eternal mansions. But here imagination 
fails; for who can conceive what is trans* 
acting within those dark regions, on the 
entrance of which is written no hope! — 
or what mind can grasp all that is compre^^ 
hended in ** an exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of oloky?" Andyetevery 
thing contained in these opposite extremes, 
and all that lies between them, is involved 
in your receiving or rejecting the Gospel ! 
Pause here for a moment. Before you 
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consent to hazard the loss of heaven, and 
incur the dreadful penalty of sin, — I be* 
seech you fall upon your knees, and beg of 
God to enable you to make a decision, of 
which you will not have fruitlessly to repent 
through everlasting ages ! 

Yes — ^you must come to a decision. 

*' You cannot serve God and mammon/' 

It is impossible to walk in the way of life 

and of death at the same time. Which 

then of these paths is it your intention to 

pursue? You say, and say rightly, the 

question admits but of one answer; for 

** who can dwell with everlasting burnings, 

where the worm dieth not, and the fire 

is not quenched V But I ask you again, 

wfien is it your intention to commence the 

course which wisdom and conscience point 

out as the only safe one? — I know what is 

passing in your mind: you say *'very 

soon ; — but not yet : — a more convenient 

season is at hand, and then/' — and then, 

what? Why you will have lost the present 

impression; — ^your heart will be '' hardened 

through the deceitfulness of sin ; — ^you will 
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be like the multitude around you, wbo 
formerly waited, it is probable, as you now 
do, for a more suitable opportunity, and 
who have fallen asleep on the precipice of 
destruction, never to be awakened, it is to 
be feared, till they are precipitated into the 
gulf below ! O, my young friend, I be- 
seech you hesitate not a moment ! Heaven 
and hell hang on the breath you are now 
drawing ! Put off the affair till to-morrow, 
and the soul may be irretrievably lost! 
Tliink on the premature summons of my 
dear daughter. Had she, like you, post- 
poned the great a£Sadr, where had she been 
now ? " To-day then, if you will hear his 
voice, harden not your heart. Now is the 
accepted time; fiow is the day of salvation." 

But why should you wish to procrastinate 
the affair? What is there so forbidding in 
the aspect of true piety? Are you afraid 
of having your sins forgiven? — Do you 
dread being reconciled to God ? — ^Will it 
give you pain to have a mind at ease? — 
Will it destroy your freedom to be rescued 
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from the powers of darkness, and brought 

into the liberty of the children of God ?— 

Are the burdens of life so light, that you 

are unwilling to cast them on the Saviour ? 

— -Is the journey through this wilderness so 

safe and pleasant, that you need neither 

a guide nor protector? — Is the passage 

through the valley of the shadow of death 

so cheerful, that you can dispense with the 

presence and assistance of him, who has 

the power over death and the keys of ever- 

lasting hfe?— You think then, it should 

seem, that well-regulated passions; — the 

purest and most refined emotions of the 

soul ; — the pursuit of the most noble and , 

glorious objects; — the enjoyment of the 

most rational pleasures; — ^the hope of the 

most transcendent felicity ; — the friendship 

of the best of beings ;— «the society of the 

most exalted intelligences; — the inheritance 

of imperishable riches; — the wearing of an 

unfading crown ; — the possession of eternal 

mansions ; — and an everlasting duration of 

consummate happiness, are evils which it is 

.wise to put off till the latest possible point 
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of safety ! — and that it is a blessing pre- 
eminently to be derired to wear the yoke 
of sin ; — to perform the drudgery of Satan ; 
— ^to be a slave to passion ; — to cherish el 
tormenting conscience ; — to defeat the pur- 
poses of creation ; — to trample on the bless- 
ings of salvation ; — ^to spurn the treasures 
of heaven ; — ^to be a blank or a blot in the 
universe, to the very extremity of divine 
forbearance! May God, in his com- 
passion, show you your infatuation ! — Can 
the thought of procrastination, even for a 
single moment, come from any other source 
than the prince of darkness? — O, my young 
friend — I beseech you, open your eyes to 
your real state and condition ! Suffer the 
enemy no longer to darken your under- 
standing, and to deceive you with shadows. 
Be persuaded that an immediate decision 
to devote yourself, body and soul and spirit, 
to the service of God, in the Gospel of his 
Son, is as essential to your present plea- 
sure, as it is to your future welfare ; — that 
^'godliness is profitable for all things, 
having the promise of the life that now is^ 
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as i^ell as of that which is to come." Wis- 
dom and religion are one and the same 
thing : and '' the ways of wisdom are ways 
of pleasantness^ and all her paths are peace." 
O then^ come without a moment's further 
delay to him who waits to be gracious, 
and who will be a never-failing source of 
the richest enjoyments. Let him be the 
centre to which your best affections may 
continually tend ; and moving around him> 
like the planetary orbs about the grand 
luminary which diffuses his light and heat 
on every portion of matter that feels bis in- 
fluence and pays him homage, he will guide 
you safely in your course, and beautify and 
fructify you by his rays aiid genial warmth. 
I most affectionately therefore entreat 
you, in conclusion, to seek, from the present 
moment^ the blessings of salvation. Detach 
yourself from a vain world, and frivolous 
pursuits. You have a great work to per- 
form, and not a moment to lose. You have 
a race to run, and you must '* gird up the 
loins of your mind." You have a victory 
to achieve, and you must ''put on the 
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whole armoiir of Qod" and ^ fight the 
good fight." The world will endeavour to 
difort yon from your object, and to para- 
lyze your zeal. At one time, it will display 
its seducing enchantments; and at another, 
make an array of die most formidable dif- 
ficulties. But, whether it smile or frown, 
you must remember that it is your citemy; 
and that it will admit of no compromise 
with Christian principles. The Scriptures 
draw a broad line between the rotaries of 
this world, and the servants of the Most 
High. They declare unequivocally, that 
" he that is the friend of the world; is the 
enemy of Ood :" and the blessed author of 
our religicm has not only assured us, that 
because he has '* chosen us out of the world, 
the work) will therefore hate us ;" but he 
has exemplified, in his insulted life, and 
igB6miniou9death,the treatment which may 
be expected from a faithful perseverance in 
our allegiance to him ; for if they did " such 
things in the green tree, what will they not 
do in the dry?" You must then, "go 
without the camp, and bear the reproacb 
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of the cross ;" and thus ** declare plainly 
that you seek a country." 

My next advice is, seek divine nssisiance^ 
by continual and earnest prayer. Your 
first i^ttenipts todetach yourself from former 
pleasures and pursuits will convince yon 
thatsinhas impaired your spiritualstrength, 
far beyond what you had formerly sup- 
posed. Frequently defeated in the conflict 
with corrupt nature, and discouraged by 
repeated ineffectual efforts to '* walk in 
newness of life/' you will at length perceive 
your need of divine aid in the arduous 
enterprise. Henceyou will be often brought 
upon your knees to supplicate the aid of 
Him, " who is mighty to save ;" and who 
has promised to " do exceeding abundantly 
for us, above all that we can ask or even 
think." It is in this way that you will 
at length discover, that though ** without 
Christy you can do nothing,*^ yet '* you 
can do all things, through Christ which 
atrengtheneth you." But in all your ad- 
dresses to the throne of divine grace, you 
must bear in rnind^ that ''no man cometh 
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to the Father^ but by Jesus Christ ;" and 
that it is for his sake alone, that we obtain 
spiritual blessings. " Ask then in his 
name, and it shall be given; seek, and you 
shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you," 

Let me finally urge upon you to read 
the word of God daily, and to treasure its 
sacred contents in your memory. Make 
yourself especially acquainted with such 
passages* as set forth the origin ^ the na- 
ture^, the extent^, the guilt and condemna- 
tion ® of sin : which exhibit the wretched- 
ness, the helplessness, and the ruin of man'; 
the goodness, forbearance, condescension, 

* Consult the following passages. 

>> Gen. iii. Rom. v. 12. 

c Matth. XV. 19. Gal. v. 1^—31. 

4 Gen. vi. 6. Jer. xvii. 9. Ps. xiv. 1-— S. 
Jlom.i. 21—82. iii. 9—19. v. 12—21. 

e £ph. ii. 3. Rom. i. 18. Gen. ii. ir. Mark 
xvi. 16. Gal. iii. 10. James ii. 10, 11. 

f Gen. ii. 17 — 19. iv. 11 — 14. the whole of vii. 
and xix. Ps. ix. 17. xi. 9. Mark ix. 44, 46, 48. 
Matt. XXV. 41, 46. Roto. ii. 8,9. Rev. xiv. 10. 11. 
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and inercy of the ever-blessed God^; his 
boundless love in providing for our salva- 
tion, and giving his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish but have everlasting life**. Fami- 
liarize yourself with the person, character, 
and offices of our Lord Jesus Christ*. Think 
often and devoutly of his atoning sacrifice''; 
of his resurrection from the dead'; of his 
session at the right hand of God™; and of 
his being made " head over all things for 

8 Gen.xviii.23 — 32. Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. Isa.!. 
18. • Ixvi. 2. Jcr. xxxi. 18—20. Hos. xi. 8. xiii. 9. 
Matt xxiii. 37. Luke xix. 41^ 42. Eom. ii. 4. 
Eph. ii. 4—7. 

^ Isa. liii. Luke ii. 11. Johniii.l4 — 17. Rom. 
iii.24, 25. v. 7—10. viii. 32. 2 Cor. v. 18—21. 
vili. 9. Gal. iii. 13. 1 John iii. 1. iv. 8—10. 

i Isa. ix. 6. John i. 1, 14. xx. 28. Phil. ii. 
6—11. Col.i. 15— 19. 1 Tim. iii. 16, Hcb. i. 
1—9. 1 Tim. i. 15. 

^ See the passages referred to in Note K 

I John XX. 24—29. Acts xiii. 20— 37. 1 Cor. 
XV.3— 7, 12— 21. 

m Luke xxiv. 50, 51. Acts i. 9—11. 1 Pet 
iii. 22. 
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the Church, which is his body ;" presiding 
over principalities and powers, and exer- 
cising authority over heaven, earth, and 
hell". Above all, contemplate the freeness 
and fukiess of his salvation ; his love for 
his people ; the provision he has made for 
their holiness and happiness ; and the in- 
heritance he has laid up for those, who, 
by " patientcontinuancein well doing, seek 
for glory, and honour, and immortality^.*' 
Mark, with peculiar attention, such pas- 
sages as set forth the operations of the Holy 
Spirit, in enlightening the understanding ; 
sanctifying the heart; comforting insorrow ; 
guiding in difficulty ; and gradually ren- 
dering the Christian meet for the kingdom 
of heaven p. Suffer the mind to dwell with 
all the intenseness, which the magnitude of 
the subjects is capable of exciting, on those 

n John V. 22. Phil. ii. 9—11. Ccl. i. 15.-20. 
Eph. i. 22. Rev. iii. 7. 

<> The passages already cited, and innumerable 
others. 

P John xiv. 16, 17, 26. xv. 26. xvi. 7—14. 
1 Cor. ii. 10—14. vi. 11. Eph. iv. 30. 
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passages which relate to death and judg- 
ment; heaven and hell; and these wiU 
render unspeakably interesting such por- 
tions of the sacred oracles as are adapted 
to prepare you for the last great conflict; 
and point out the way, in which you may 
secure the imperishable inheritance, and 
the incorruptible crown. 

The three rules, then, which I entreat 
you particularly to attend to are — Separate 
yourself from a vain and sinful world. Be 
earnest and constant in prayer. Read 
the Holy Scriptures da^ht, and with the 
greatest attention, ir yc . attend to these 
three directions, I think your salvation will 
be sure : if you disregard them, — I know 
not how you can be saved, 

I would add, in conclusion, make the 
" excellent of the earth" your companions ; 
and consult the wise and pious in all your 
spiritual difficulties. — Set out, and do it 
immediately, in the way to the kingdom of 
God. Never look back ; but " press on- 
ward towards the mark, for the prize of 
your high calling of God in Christ Jesus :" 
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and soon shall you ** receive a crown of 
glory, that fadeth not away." And should 
you, like my dearest ch'dd, be cut off in the 
midst of your days, in the bloom of beauty, 
and in the vigour of life ; like her, you will 
be received into Abraham's bosom, and 
everlasting habitations : and your parenta^ 
and friends, like those of my beloved daugh- 
ter, will mourn indeed over your grave, with 
a grief that is lavish of its tears, and with 
yearnings of heart that are unutterable ; but 
not with a sorrow that is destitute of hope; 
nor will they sink with dismay under the 
dreadful foreboding; that the separation 
will be eternal. 
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SOME ACCOUNT 

OP THB 

LAST ILLNESS AND DEATH 

OP 

CHARLES STANGER JERRAM. 



My son was taken seriously ill on Friday 
night, the 18th of September. Previous to 
that tixae, he had been far from well« and 
the day before, I had. requested a medical 
friend to write to an eminent physician in 
London, to request him to give us an au- 
dience early in the following week, and to 
subject my son's state of health to a very 
minute examination. His attack was a 
morbid secretion of bile, which terminated 
in an inflammation, and ultimate suppura- 
tion erf the Uver. At first, no apprehensions 
were entertained for the result; audit was 
not till the morning preceding his death; 
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and a week after the commencement of his 
illness, that we felt any serious alarm. It 
is true» that from the first, the nausea and 
vomiting, with which his disease was at- 
tended, prevented the use of such active 
medicines as his case seemed to require : 
yet it was thought that the malady would 
yield, though not quite so soon, to such re- 
medies as his stomach would receive. Doring 
the first four or five days, therefore, we all 
indulged the hope of soon seeing him better, 
and returning to convalescence, with a fairer 
prospect of enjoying sounder health than 
he had done for two or three previous years. 
During this time, I said but little to him on 
the subject of religion, fearing that he might 
consider conversation of this nature as an 
intimation that we thought him in danger; 
and knowing, also, that this was not anafiair 
which he had thoughtlessly neglected. I 
did, however, now and then drop a hint 
and prayed with him once or twice. I 
asked him^ at the commencement of his ill- 
ness, whether, upon the whole, his mind 
was uneasy or composed, when he reflected 
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upon the relation in which he stood to God. 
He replied with much feeling, that he felt 
rather composed^ and seemed to entertain 
no alarm on this subject. I mention this, 
because the result shows that his reply 
originated in a well-grounded hope of sal- 
vation through Jesus Christ; for he never, 
so far as I can learn, during the whole of 
his illness, expressed a single fear or doubt 
of his acceptance with God. 

Being under the necessity of going to 
town on Thursday, the 23d, and being as- 
sured by one of his medical attendants, that 
there was no apparent cause for expecting 
an unfavourable termination of his malady, 
I spoke to my son of my intention, and 
asked him a few questions on the state of 
his mind. He said his faith and entire con- 
fidence were placed on Jesus Christ ; and he 
asked me, as I then thought, to pray ybr 
him, though it afterwards appeared that he 
meant I should pray with him. After he 
found I was gone, he expressed much un- 
easiness, and was particularly grieved that 
I had not prayed with him. This, indeed, 

s 
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I should have done, notwithstanding myw 
mistaking his request^ had I not been afraid 
lest ander the circumstance of my going 
away for that and the following day, it 
might be too much for his feelings. I re- 
gret, however, the omission ; and I hope I 
shall hereafter think less of momentary emo- 
tions, and take the opportunity, when it oc- 
curs, of discharging every christian duty. 

On the Thursday evening his disease as- 
sumed somewhat of an alarming aspect, and 
he became exceedingly anxious for my re- 
turn. On Friday morning he was much 
relieved, and all were sanguine that he would 
soon be restored to health. On my return 
in the evening of thatday, he was overjoyed 
to see me. He took my hand between both 
his, and embraced it with much affection, 
expressing the pleasure he felt at my ar- 
rival. On my explaining the mistake which 
had occured about praying with him, I put 
some general questions to him, and he ma- 
nifested the same confidence in the Saviour 
^s he had done from the first. On my pray- 
ing with him, he was much affected, and 
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thanked me most tenderly. About 8 o'clock, 
I again said, " I hope, my dear Charles, 
that you will still recover; but if not, Jesus 
Christ is a blessed Saviour, and if you look 
to him he will support you." He rephed, 
with great earnestness, "O yes, I know he 
will, but I can scarcely get my breath;" 
this he said that I might see the reason why 
he spoke no more on this subject. 

About 4 o'clock on Saturday morning, 
I was called up, and informed that he was 
considerably worse. When I approached 
his bedside, I found him labouring under 
extreme difficulty of breathing ; and the 
pulse and other symptoms convinced me 
that his case was one of extreme danger. 
On his medical attendant being sent for, he 
confirmed my opinion ; and from this mo- 
ment, I entertained no hope of his recovery. 
I then thought it right to apprize him of 
his situation, and to prepare his mind, as 
well as my own agitated feelings would 
allow, for the event. He received the in- 
telligence without any apparent alarm ; and 

s2 
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intimated that he was not surprised at the 
information^ but had himself suspected that 
his case was dangerous. From this time 
till that of his death, I scarcely ever left 
his bedside. Indeed if I were absent for a 
moment, he immediately inquired, ** where 
is my father?" and seemed uneasy till he 
saw me return. At one time, when I had 
been directing his views to the all- sufficiency 
of the Saviour, and said, *' He is able to 
save to the uttermost aU that come unto God 
by him," he replied, with emphasis, ** Yes, 
and he is also willing to save ;" and on my 
adding, "O'yes, he is indeed willing to 
save, and that the greatest of sinners," he 
rejoined, '' if it were not so, what must be- 
come of such poor wretched sinners as we 
are ? " He then said if it should please God 
to restore him to health, he trusted he should 
be more diligent in his service than he ever 
had been — and I may here remark, that it 
was chiefly the sins of omission that most 
grieved him. He thought he might have 
done more in the cause of religion than he 
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had done, and he determined on a life of 
greater zeal and devotedness, if he were 
permitted to return to health. 

During the whole of this day, his pain 
was great, chiefly arising from an excessive 
difficulty of respiration, and an almost in- 
cessant retching. He was, however, ex<»ed- 
ingly patient, and never expressed the least 
alarm at the prospect of the final result. At 
various intervals we spoke upon the subject 
which most of all interested him ; and I en- 
quired whether he wished to receive the'Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper. He eagerly 
replied that he much wished it ; *' ^r," 
said he, ** it is a most comfortable ordi- 
nance, but I am now too much exhausted 
to partake of it." We then agreed to post- 
pone it to a more favourable opportunity, 
which, alas! never came, for the distressing 
symptoms of his malady continually in- 
creased, and his distress, from nausea and 
difficulty of breathing, became excessive. 
When his physician came (who had at- 
tended him every day from the 22d, and 
on this day came a second time, with the 
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intention of continuing with us during the 
night) he was in an agony from spasms 
in the chest, and an almost total inability 
to respire. In this paroxysm, which had 
continued for several hours, he frequently 
exclaimed he was dying, and seemed im* 
patient to depart; but it was evident his 
mind was much occupied in prayer, and 
he uttered, at intervals, frequent ejacula- 
tions. Whatever I said to him, by way of 
encouragement, he gratefully received, and 
continued to express his entire confidence in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. It was during this 
distressing state of bodily suffering that I 
said to him, '' you remember the text which 
I preached from at Castle Church, when 
at Stafford?" He replied, "Yes. *As Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish but have everlasting life.' " I said, 
" You can keep your eyes fixed upon 
the Saviour, and that is enough." — "0 
yes." said he, *' I do."— ''When Peter," I 
replied, " was walking upon the sea, whilst 
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he looked at the Saviour" — he took up the 
observation and added — " while he looked 
at the Saviour, he was supported on the 
waters, but when he turned his eye to the 
waves, he began to sink." And it was evi- 
dent that he received strength and comfort 
from these observations. When the pa- 
roxysm of spasm in the chest was painful to 
witness, and he observed his dear mother 
and myself in tears, he said to us, " Don't 
weep, it will soon be over; and when we get 
to heaven, there will be no more weeping, 
for ' God will wipe away all tears from our 
eyes, and there shall be no more death, nor 
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain ; we shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more/ " 

It was about this time, when we were 
standing around his bed, deeply affected at 
witnessing his sufferings, that he called us 
one by one, that he might embrace us. He 
threw his arms around the neck of his father 
first, and with the strongest emotion kissed 
him, saying, "you have been a most kind 
and affectionate father, and I thank you for 
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all your kindness to me/' He next em- 
braced his mother^ with similar tokens of 
affection. He then called for his brother 
James^ and kissed him with great tender- 
ness ; then his aunt Samuel, and his cousin 
Mary S tanger. After this he looked around 
for his little brother Samuel; and on our 
telling him he was not present, and fearing 
Jest his feelings would entirely overcome 
him, if he had been called, we requested 
him to desist, and to calm his agitated mind. 
He exclaimed, " I love that dear child — 
tell him to be a good boy.'' And now I 
am mentioning his feeUngs of tenderness 
towards his relations, I am unwilling to 
omit the sense he entertained of every token 
of kindness from his friends. On a pre* 
vious day, our neighbour, Mr. Mumford, 
having heard of his illness, immediately 
wrote a note expressive of his deep concern 
at our affliction, and offering to sit up with 
him, if he could be of the least service : he 
added, also, that if there were any birds, 
which he thought he could relish, he woald 
immediately endeavour to procure them for 
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him. When his mother was informing him 
of the contents of this friendly note» he ex- 
claimed " Stop !—-don*t say any more — such 
kindness quite overpowers me ;" and he 
burst into tears. At all times, indeed^ he 
felt most grateful for any act of kindness 
which was shown him, and during his ill- 
ness he was peculiarly susceptible of any 
thing of this nature. 

After his physician had successfully en- 
deavoured to remove his spasms, he expe- 
rienced considerable abatement of pain, 
and though his respiration was still difficult 
and laborious, yet he was not so constantly 
oppressed with the sensation of dying ; and 
as his composure increased, he expressed 
himself more fully as to his confidence in 
the all-atoning sacrifice. On one occasion 
he said, *' the Lord is my shield and right- 
eousness, he will give me grace and glory*' 
—on another, ''surely God is not unwilling 
to receive any that come unto him, since 
he is represented by our Lord as seeing the 
prodigal, while yet a great way of, and 
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running and falling on his neck and kiss- 
ing him." He spoke this with great emo'* 
tion, and appeared to derive from it the 
strongest persuasion of the safety of his 
state. I think it was but a short time after 
this« that he said> '' I know in whom I have 
believed^ and I am persuaded that he is able 
to keep what I have committed to him, till 
that day." I mention these few, out of 
many other expressions to the same pur- 
pose, to show that he enjoyed a settled faith 
in Christ, and great composure as to the 
final issue^ which now presented itself in 
full view before him. 

He had, during many hours, been bol* 
stered up in his bed, and he found consi- 
derable support by throwing his arms over 
the necks of his father and brother; and 
smihng as he spoke, he said, '^ Hove to lean 
upon my dear father, because it reminds me 
of leaning upon my heavenly father." This 
led to some remarks on the support and hap- 
piness which those enjoy, who are thus pri- 
vileged to repose upon God ; to all of which 
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he expressed his hearty concurrence, and 
he received consolation from the reflections 
they brought along with them. 

, About this time, he repeated, with strong 
emotion, the following stanza of a hymn, 
evidently feeling the force of each word as 
he uttered it : 

" How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer's ear ; 
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 
And drives away his fear." 

In this state of body and mind he continued 
till about four in the morning (Sunday), 
when he turned his head towards me, as I 
was supporting his left arm and hand, and 
said, '* I am dying." On applying my 
finger to his pulse, I perceived that nature 
was indeed giving way, and I hastened to 
the physician, in an adjoining room, and 
told him, that unless he came immediately 
he would not see my son alive. On his ap- 
proachingthe bedside, &nd feelinghis pulse, 
he intimated that he was dying, and all the 
symptoms of immediate dissolution were 
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upon him. He evidently attempted to 
speak, and I applied my ear to his lips, 
when I heard him distinctly say, ** Christ 
is all in all" — " Glory, glory ;" and he con- 
tinued for some time speaking something ; 
but his articulation was gone, and I could 
collect no more. It was manifest, however, 
that his whole soul was full of admiration 
and praise. Something seemed to present 
itself both to his eyes imd to his mind, 
which called forth his wonder and adora- 
tion. In a few minntes, to the astonishment 
of us all, his pulse returned, the gurgling 
in his throat ceased, and life, which had 
just been ebbing apparently for the last 
time, began again to flow. Soon after this, 
he said to the doctor, " I thought you had 
sent me to heaven, but I am again returned 
for a short time to earth." I remarked, at 
the time, that the expression was singular 
— " / thought you had sent me to heaven ;" 
but afterwards it was explained, for he soon 
asked me if the doctor had not thrown him 
into a trance, tov he thought he beheld 
heaven opened, and had seen Jesus Christ, 
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and his sister and uncle ; and this he again 
repeated shortly afterwards. I pretend not 
to interpret this fact, but merely to state it ; 
and I may add, when we all thought he was 
dying, and the physician as much so as any 
of us, he uttered the words, " Christ is all 
in all — Glory, glory" — and seemed to be in 
an ecstasy of holy admiration. What sen- 
sations dying persons may have, or what 
views of the ^eniial world, it is not per- 
mitted us to know ; but I see nothing im- 
probable in the supposition, that the spirit, 
on the point of taking its departure, may 
have some anticipations of its future destiny, 
and some foretaste, if belonging to Christ, 
of the glory to be hereafter revealed; and 
the fact just stated seems to countenance 
such an opinion.* It is a rare circumstance 
for a person to be restored from the act 
of dying, to record what transpired at that 
awful moment, and therefore it would be 
rash to draw any general conclusion from an 
insulated case : but be this as it may, my 
dear child was evidently conscious of some- 
• See Note at the end. 
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things which gave him a foretaste of the 
enjoyments of the blessed ; and he seemed 
as if he had caught a portion of the spirit 
and feeling of the invisible world, from the 
manner in which he afterwards addressed us. 
Indeed^ so remarkable and appropriate were 
the sentiments which he uttered, that I could 
not help, at the time, requesting those who 
were present to treasure them in their me- 
mory for our future consolation ; but alas ! 
we were all too much occupied with the 
scene before us, to think much of the use 
which might be made of future recollections ; 
and it is only a few of the fragments, and 
some of these, perhaps, displaced, that we 
are now able to collect. As it regards my- 
self, the review of the past appears more like 
a dream than a reality ; and if the long 
absence of my dear son did not assure me 
of the fact, I might still almost consider it 
as a vision of the night. 

As soon as he had in some degree reco- 
vered his strength, he looked around on his 
friends with feelings of peculiar tenderness; 
and seeing his aunt Samuel at the foot of 
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his bed, he called her to him, and embracing 
her, told her how greatly he loved her; and 
observing that he should soon be with her 
husband, he enquired if she had any mes- 
sage she would wish him to deliver.* — After 

• It is a fact well calculated to arouse our atten- 
tion to the uncertainty of life, even when it pro- 
mises most, that within the short space of little more 
than sixteen months, three individuals in the same 
family, whose ages might seem to ensure for them 
a long continuance of earthly enjoyment, were cut 
down by the stroke of death. My beloved daughter 
died the 9th of May, 1823, aged 23. — Her uncle 
Samuel, who had followed her to the grave, and was 
then apparently in good health, departed this life 
the 9th of April, 1824, aged 48; and on the 26th of 
September, in the same year, was added my dear 
eldest son, aged 21. And now I have made mention 
of my beloved brother Samuel, I cannot resist the 
desire I feel of recording my affection for him. He 
had led a remarkably active life, and had raised 
himself, by his firmness of principle and upright- 
ness of conduct, to a great degree of respectability 
in the city of London. Wishing to retire from the 
fatigues of business, he purchased the estate of Dun- 
croft, near Staines, and was peculiarly delighted 
with his country residence, and the improvements 
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this he addressed every one of us, and made 
some observations appropriate to each — and 
took of us his last and affectionate farewell. 

he was daily making on his estate. In this retire- 
ment he had scarcely lived four years, when he was 
seized with a complaint which baffled the skill of 
the most eminent physicians. During seven months 
he endured a state qf suffering, which, perhaps, has 
seldom been equalled; and at length nature sunk 
under the unequal contest. But here, also, we saw 
abundant cause to offer thanksgivings to our merciful 
Father. His protracted illness afforded him the 
opportunity of turning his mind more immediately 
to the subject of religion, than the bustle of an ac- 
tive life had hitherto permitted. For although he 
had long paid a decided attention to the most mo- 
mentous of all concerns, yet he had not furnished 
his mind, as he wished to do, with those consider- 
ations and views of the Gospel, which are so essen- 
tially exquisite to produce a meetness for the kingdom 
of heaven. During, however, these seven months of 
severe discipline, his growth in humilit}' — his in- 
creasing confidence in the Saviour, and his desire to 
be conformed to his image, were apparent to those 
of his friends and domestics who were most in at- 
tendance. When the awful conflict with death drew 
nigh, his Christian fortitude proportionably in- 
creased, andhe expressed a strong persuasion that he 
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To his brother James he said — "You are * 
preparing for the ministry : preach the cross 
of Christ, anddon'tbeashamedof it, though 
the world may be ashamed of you : if God 
be not ashamed of you, you need mind no- 
thing else. — I thought I should have been 
called to the ministry ; and I hoped to have 
done some little good ; but the Lord has 
otherwise ordained matters." When hehad 
thus addressed his parents and his brother, 
he enquired for his little brother Samuel ; 
when told that he was not present, he said^ 

should soon enter into rest. He said to me, within 
a few hours of his death, " I am surprised at my 
own composure at this awful moment — I believe the 
Saviour will not reject me — I shall soon be in hea> 
veil, and again see my dear Hannah." When I 
administered to him the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, he appeared in very deed " to feed on the 
body and blood of Jesus Christ/' And from that 
period, as far as I recollect, he never entertained a 
serious doubt of his iinal acceptance. Thus have 
three of our nearest and dearest relatives joined^ 
within a few months, the blessed company of hea^ 
ven, and are ready to hail the entrance of the rest 
of their friends into their happy abode. May none 
of us fall short of it through unbelief! 

T 
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'* I have dearly loved that child, and have 
often earnestly prayed for him'' — and he 
begged that we would take all care of him 
and instil into his mind Christian princi- 
ples. He then took an aflfectionate leave of 
his aunt Samuel and his cousin, and ex- 
pressed his gratitude to a kind female at- 
tendant, for her extraordinary assiduity and 
kindness in waiting upon him. After this, 
he enumerated all the friends he could at 
the time call to mind, and made various ob- 
servations on some of their characters^ de- 
siring that messages might be delivered from 
him to one or two of them. After he had 
done this, he said to me, " I wish, father, 
you would preach a sermon to the Sunday 
School children, and tell them how dearly I 

loved them. Tell also Mr. , though 

I do not know him, if he becomes your 
curate, that. I beg* of him to shepherd the 
flock. I love the people of Chobham ; and 
O (turning again to me) charge them that 
they lose no time in seeking salvation : but 
little more than a week ago I was compa- 
ratively well, and now I am dying." All 



d by Google 



OF C. S. JERRAM. 275 

this and much more he went through with 
a degree of strength, firmness of voice, and 
self-collection, that greatly surprised us ; and 
he really seemed, as I before hinted, as if he 
had derived a supply of strength for the oc- 
casion, from that vision which (whether real 
or imaginary) had so lately animated his 
whole soul. Having dozed a little, on 
awaking he said, ''I think I have been 
asleep, and had a dream. I thought I saw 
a person place cards on a table ; and I said, 
take them away, and bring me a BiUe,'^ 
Some time afterwards, perceiving some of us 
exceedingly affected, and shedding tears, he 
said, '' Do not weep, but comfort one an- 
other." But I regret that I cannot correctly 
gather up many other of his remarks, all 
tending to show the soundness of his faith, 
the piety and spiritual nature of his feelings, 
and his tender solicitude for the happiness 
of his friends. I may, however, observe, 
that the general tenor and bearing of all 
that he said were expressive of a mind com- 
pletely at rest, and free from the least doubt 
as to the safety of his state. — He spoke of 

t2 
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*' going to heaven" as an afiair which had 
been previously arranged ; and as though 
the rock on which he placed his confidence 
had long been tried. Nothing could well 
exceed the humility with which he viewed 
his own character ; but he was mercifully 
enabled (as far as any one could ascertain 
the fact) during the whole of his illness, and 
especially the last day of it, to turn his 
thoughts from himself to the all-sufficiency 
and willingness of the Saviour, to save the 
greatest of sinners. And herein I cannot 
help thinkingthat the rough passage, which 
his beloved sister had experienced during a 
part of her voyage to the haven of rest, had 
smoothed the waters for him,— for he evi* 
dently had her frequently in mind, — he 
quoted most of the passages of Scripture, as 
actually affording him comfort, which were 
presented to her, with a view to bring con- 
eolation, and as though he bad begun in his 
sickness where she appeared to leave off. 
Enjoying, from the first, a full confidence 
that he should be accepted for the sake of 
the Saviour, he seemed never to have had 
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this confidence shaken ; and the enemy was 
not permitted for a moment^ apparently, to 
harass his mind. If this were the case, 
how can I be sufficiently thankful for the 
events of my dear daughter's last few days, 
and for having been enabled to record them ! 
Her beloved and favourite brother (if fa- 
vourite she could have, wherie she loved all 
most ardently) was soon to follow her to the 
world of blessedness ; and it has pleased the 
God of all consolation and mercy so to or- 
dain events, that the weaker should go first, 
— ^be enabled to buffet the storm, and to 
triumph over death and the grave, in order 
that one of a stronger frame and texture of 
mind, in a conflict where the strongest find 
but little advantage, might enter without a 
misgiving thought into the harbour of eter- 
nal felicity. The event, too, has been mer- 
ciful to the afflicted parents ; for, remem- 
bering as they must ever do, the fearful 
tempest which well nigh sunk their beloved 
daughter in the mighty waters, they could 
not but feel an instinctive dread of the re- 
newal of that day of darkness and tribula- 
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tion ; and their heart failed in the apprehen- 
sion of it. But instead of this^ though their 
feelings were put to no ordinary trial in 
witnessing the bodily sufferings of their dear 
son — ^yet, blessed be God, they were only 
bodily. — The mind — ^yes, the mind — was at 
ease : peace reigned in the conscience : not 
only had the blood of the atonement washed 
away the sins of Ufe, but the Spirit of God 
had brought home the comfort of it ; and 
it is owing to this blessed fact, that in the 
midst of our heavy grief, whilst viewing the 
wreck only of a family, — and feeling that 
the strings, which bound them down to 
earth, are now mainly cut asunder, a secret 
joy sometimes springs up in their breast, 
which leaves it doubtful, whether, for the 
moment, grief or joy shall have the ascen- 
dancy. 

But I musthasten to the closingscene. A 
little before nine o'clock, my dear son, turn- 
ing himself towards me, as I was support- 
ing, on my neck, his feeble arm, exclaimed, 
" I shall soon beinheaven — I am dying.'* — 
His countenance immediately changed, hia 
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Toice faltered, his eyes rolled, and the hand 
of death was upon him. Again he at- 
tempted to speak, and when I uttered any 
thing, he caught the sounds, but could not 
reply. I placed my ear again to his mouth, 
and amongst much that I could not at all 
collect, I heard him say, " Holy, holy" — 
" Glory, glory" — and he shortly fell asleep, 
at nine o'clock on Sunday morning, without 
a struggle or a groan : and I doubt not but 
his happy spirit was conducted by minister- 
ing angels into Abraham's bosom. As soon 
as we could a little command our agitated 
feelings, all of us, together with his medical 
attendants, kneeled around the bed of the 
deceased, humbly acknowledging the right 
of our Heavenly Father to dispose of us 
and oursas he pleased ; thanking him for 
his grace and mercy towards him, who had 
just departed ; and earnestly imploring him 
to enable us to acquiesce in a dispensation, 
which, however aflBiictive and mysterious to 
us, could notbutoriginate in infinite wisdom 
^nd goodness, and must finally issue, not 
only in the glory of God, but the good of 
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the sufferers. May the Father of mercies 
preserve us from being *' weary of his cor- 
rection ;'' and permit us, at length, though 
it be through much tribulation, to enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. ^ 

* The following observatioDS have been recendjr 
found, written with a pencil, in his pocket-book, on 
the birth-day preceding his^ death : and they are 
inserted here, as showing the state of his mind at 
a period, when he had no expectation of so early a 
death, but which, in point of fact, was very near 
the end of his pilgrimage. 

" March 18*A. — I have been, by the good provi- 
dence of God, brought to see the conclusion of 
another year, and been permitted to enter upon a 
fresh one. Here, then, would I raise mine Ebe- 
nezer, and say, * Hitherto has God helped me.' 
On a review of the past year, I see much cause of 
thankfulness fw the divine mercy towards me ; but 
much greater reason for sonoDw and humiliation on 
account of my ingratitude and the hard^ess of my 
heart. The world, the flesh, and the devil 
have hitherto had too great a predominance over 
me; but, O Lord God, do thou enable me to resist 
these three great enemies, stedfast in the faith. 
May I look to the cross of Christ alone for all my 
strength and support: and if thou be with me, O 
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ray God, who can prevail against me ? By thine 
almighty power, I must come off more than con- 
queror. During the past year I have had a most 
solemn warning to be prepared for death, in the 
loss of a beloved and only sister; oh, that I may 
profit more and more by this most affiicting visita- 
tion. My dearest sister, at the age of twenty-three, 
has been carried away from this world of sin, 
temptation, and sorrow, and admitted into man- 
sions of eternal bliss. Oh, how loudly does this 
speak to my heart, * Prepare to meet thy God/ 
O Lord, grant that I may ever keep her beatified 
state in view, and thus following her footsteps, be 
restrained from falling into those temptations under 
which my frail nature would be otherwise too 
liable to sink; and thereby dying daily to this 
world — ^by crucifying the flesh with its affections 
and lusts ; and by looking to Christ as the author 
and finisher of my faith, when death shall have 
his summons to call me hence, may I be prepared 
to obey the call, and meet that dearest object of 
my attachment in another and better world, where 
there will be no more separations, no more tears — 
where sorrow and sighing shall be done away, 
where the wicked cease from troubling, and the 
weary are for ever at rest. That this may be my 
portion, may God grant of his infinite goodness 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

" This birth-day has brought me to a most im- 
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portant period of my life, bdng on thb day twenty- 
one years old. The circumstances of the day have 
been of a most awfiil and appalling nature." • . . 
Here the manuscript abruptly doses, and it may 
be necessary to observe, that an allusion is made 
to the death of a fellow-collegian, with whom he 
had been on terms of intimacy, who was unfortu- 
nately drowned, whilst amusing himself in a boat 
ou the river, from which by some accident he fell 
over board, and before assistance could be procured, 
life had become extinct. 
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NOTE. See page 269. 

Upon this point I can scaicely^ forbear adding a 
few thoughts of a somewhat more speculative na- 
ture than may seem exactly suited to this brief 
statement of the last hours of my son. Bishop 
Butler, in his admirable treatise on the Analogy 
of Rehgion, &c. shows there is presumptive evi- 
dence that ** the living persons, ourselves,'' are not 
affected by the death of our bodies. Nay more, 
that there is no sufficient reason for supposing 
that even our present intellectual powers are de- 
stroyed, or even suspended by death. He observes, 
that in certain '^ diseases, persons, the moment be- 
fore death, appear to be in the highest vigour of 
life. They discover apprehension, memory, reason, 
all entire ; with the utmost force of affection, sense 
of a character of shame or honour, and the highest 
mental enjoyments and sufferings, even to the last 
gasp : and these surely prove even greater vigour of 
life than bodily strength does.'' From which he 
concludes, that there can be no pretence for sup- 
posing, that in any disease which proves mortal, 
there can be a destruction of the reflecting powers. 
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He then proceeds to -show, that there is scarcely 
more reason for supposing thattleath ever mtpends 
the exercise of these powers, " or interrupts our 
continuing to exist in the like state of reflection 
which we do now. For suspension of reason^ me- 
mory, and the affections which they excite, is no 
part of the idea of death, nor is implied in any no- 
tion of it. And our daily experiencing these powers 
to he exercised, without any assistance, that we 
Igaow of, from those bodies, which will be dissolved 
by death; and our finding often that the exercise 
of them is so lively to the last ; these things afford 
a sensible apprehension, that death may not perhaps 
be so much as a discontinuance of the exercise of 
these powers, nor of the enjoyments and sufferings 
which it implies.'* (Analogy, chap. 1, part 1.) It 
is in illustration of this hypothesis tiiat I adduce 
the facts stated in my narrative. The powers of 
the mind, it is evident, continue in many cases 
undiminished till the moment of death ; why, then, 
may they not still continue when tiiat moment 
has passed? The case before us is no inconsider- 
able presumptive proof tiiat they do so continue, 
and that without the least aid from the body.* 
My son was considered, by the experienced physi- 
cian, who must have witnessed, in his protracted 
life, as many persons in the article of death as most 
men, to be actually dying. His eyes, his counte- 
nance, his articulation, hispulse — all indicated tha$ 
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the hand of death was \ipon him; and when he ac- 
tually did depart, the symptoms were precisely the 
same, except that life, which had before ebbed and 
flowed s^n, now ebbed for the last time. He ap- 
peared, at that moment, to have the full exercise of 
the powers of reflection ; but the fact could not have 
been ascertained, had he not revived to tell us so. 
The body was apparently lifeless, but the mind was 
in full exercise. He was not conscious of what had 
been the state of the body, but he was conscious of 
the operation of his own mind ; and he imagined 
he had been in a trance. His thoughts had been 
previously occupied about seeing Jesus Christ, his 
sister, and his uncle: and when animation was sus- 
pended, he thought he saw " heaven opened," and 
the objects there of whom he had just been think- 
ing. In about four hours after, he actually died ; 
the same appearances again took place as before; his 
mind was equally occupied ; a few words, similar 
to those he before uttered, were again heard, and 
he ceased to breathe. While the functions of the 
body were only suspended, his mind was occupied 
with adoration and praise ; when those functions 
were actually destroyed, he was in the act of exer- 
cising the same ardent powers of the mind. Is it 
not, then, in a very high degree probable, that the 
mind continued in the exercise of its powers even 
when the body had lost its sensations ? and that 
there was an immediate transition from one state 
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of being to another^ without the least suspension, ' 
and much less destruction of the exercise of the in- 
tellectual powers? If, then, the analogy of the two 
cases referred to be just, we have an evidence that 
the cold and cheerless doctrine which some persons^ 
professing to hold the Christian system, maintain, 
that the soul sleeps with the body till the morning 
of the resurrection, is as unphilosophkjal as it is ti»- 
tcriptural; and we have almost the testimony of 
fact, as well as the sure declarations of unerring 
truth, that in the moment of a Christian's death 
there is an immediate transition from one state of 
being to another ; and it is analogous, as Bishop 
Butler has shown, to the natural course of things, 
to conclude, that it is immediately placed in a 
higher and more enlarged, and more happy state 
than the present. 



THE END. 
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